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UNIT OBJECTIVES

This unit aims to provide students with a fundamental understanding of search
engines and their working mechanisms, including crawling, indexing, and ranking of
web pages. It seeks to explain the importance of Search Engine Optimization (SEQO) in
digital marketing by highlighting how SEO improves website visibility, organic traffic,

brand credibility, and user experience in an increasingly competitive online environment.

Further, the unit intends to familiarize learners with the major types of SEO—On-
Page, Off-Page, and Technical SEO, enabling them to understand their roles in
optimizing web content and website performance. It also aims to create awareness
about Google algorithm updates and emerging SEO trends, helping students adapt
SEO strategies ethically and effectively in response to continuous changes in search

engine algorithms.
1.1 1 Introduction to Social Media Marketing & Brand Engagement

Social media has increasingly become a vital communication medium, marketing
tool, and brand-building that people cannot do without these days in the digital and
interconnected world. The explosive development, flexibility of use as well as adoption

have essentially transformed how other individuals and organizations conduct
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relationships toward each other. In the last 10 years, the ubiquity of social media has
made it a must-have business tool in every part of the world, with extensive accessibility
not being the only, but also the unbeatable consistency, reliability, and speed. Social
media marketing (SMM) is a kind of digital marketing which uses social media networks
like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter(now X), YouTube, TikTok, LinkedIn, Pinterest, and so
forth to promote products, services, or brands to the targeted audience. It enables the
organizations to contact their potential customers instantly, more specifically, flexible
and in an individual manner than some other traditional marketing approaches. Social
media has transformed the paradigm of the marketing process as it has allowed
businesses to have a conversation with their audiences, meaning that previously it was

only a one-sided affair.

The social media space allows the user to create, bookmark, share, and connect
with others, and with it, a vibrant avenue is created whereby the individual users are
given power to participate instrumentalily in the sorting or generation of information.
Social media also have virality that enables individuals to increase the volume of
messages through shares, likes, comments, and reposts, which makes it an efficient
self-promotion tool of brands. Social media as opposed to the traditional media is as
democratic and viral because it lives off participation and interaction of the user. It
abolishes the boundary between the creators and the consumers, as users could co-
create value and shape the brand perception. The point is therefore that social media
marketing is not just sales but building and maintaining relations, creating communities
and indulging in genuine brand loyalty. In the modern context, the marketers understand
that their target consumer audiences no longer remain mere consumers of information

but rather an active participant in the unfolding of the brand story.

Technically, social media can be viewed as an extensive scale of applications to
enable multiple forms of online life, blogging, microblogging, tagging, bookmarking,
networking, and media sharing. Online and social media networks such as Facebook,
MySpace, Digg Twitter and Linkedin among others (now abandoned) became a
spotlight in sharing trends, opinions and user created content in various areas such as

politics, entertainment, technology, and life style. Such arenas changed the consumer
10
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habits as well as altering the production and consumption of information. The social
media have become a live environment in which users talk about their individual
experience of using products and services as brand lovers or brand haters. The process
of democratizing the creation and distribution of content puts the power of its users and
requires brands to be transparent, responsive and real in their communications.
Companies, which have a good social media strategy, are able to spur the work of

customers, strengthen their messages, and respond to new trends rapidly.

There are multiple benefits of social media marketing. Social media has provided
a way in which marketers can reach a large number of people in an inexpensive
manner, segment their markets and analyze the performance of their campaigns using
real-time analytics. It offers a space where one can engage in brand story telling,
market research, customer care and promotional campaigns. The social media has
enabled marketers to personalize their message to the customers; it gives them behind
the scene images, user-created testimonies and interactive polls or question and
answer sessions that creates an emotional attachment to the customers. The social
media makes it easy to find products, communicate with a brand directly and also rely
on peer suggestions by fans and consumers. But there are also social media marketing
challenges like the overflow of information, misinformation, and privacy risks, cyber
provocation. Real-time characteristics of social media require active control and
monitoring, which cannot be ignored, and even a single negative post may provoke a
crisis that destroys the brand.

In addition, the current social media users are smart and perceptive. Their
demands pursue values, authenticity and individualized experiences. In a report on the
State of the Media: Social Media, 70 percent of people surveyed termed online
shopping as one of their favorite things to do, and this role of social media as digital
marketplaces has been apt. Such elements as Instagram Shopping, Facebook
Marketplace, and Buyable Pins on Pinterest prove the merger of social interactions and
online shopping. Shoppers now prefer the ease of the product discovery to checkout
processes through the same platform. This has made social media an important

ingredient of omnichannel marketing approaches.
11
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Social media marketing refers to digital marketing in which content is conducted
and published in social media in order to accomplish the marketing and branding
objective. It also includes actions like text and image status updates, videos and other
content catalyzing engagement with the audience and paid social media advertising.
Thought social media marketing only involves fostering the social accounts of the
company, most individuals hold such views, anything goes wrong, which means a good
strategy calls upon proper planning, objective-setting, schedules on what should be
posted or tweeted, measuring, and maximizing performance. A formal definition may
refer to social media marketing as a group or type of digital marketing efforts that use
social media mediums to bring brand awareness, reach the audience, and drive traffic

as well as bring leads and sales.

Social media marketing depends on a perfect combination of content marketing,
analytics, and customer engagement. Brands must remember to keep their profiles
strong and visually attractive, create the type of content that would appeal to their target
audiences, and be timely in their reactions to users. Posts can consist of the
combination of educational, entertaining, and promotion content. Its general objective is
to cultivate the existing followers and attract other new followers. Paid advertisement
can be added depending on the budget and needs of a brand to increase the
reachability and target certain groups of audience. Limited time offers, new products or

traffic on the websites and landing pages are the most frequently used social media ad.

SixDegrees 1997

In 1997, SixDegrees was one of the first social media sites to be established.
The premise of SixDegrees was based on the idea of the six degrees of connection.

Users of this platform could list their contacts and invite honmembers to join, with the

12
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ability to message first, second and third-degree connections. However, the site was
short-lived as it was bought out after a year for $125 million and shut down in 2000.

LiveJournal 1999

Less of a traditional social media platform we all know and love today,
LiveJournal paved the way for the self-documenting side of social media. LiveJournal
was launched in 1999 by American programmer Brad Fitzpatrick as a way of keeping
his high school friends updated on his activities.

Today, LiveJournal allows you to create a personal blog, journal or diary and
share your thoughts, activities and other personal details with your friends and
community. The posts have a comment section, encouraging engagement between
friends and community members. While Livedournal isn’'t as popular as it once was, it

still has 15 million monthly users.
Friendster 2002

Friendster was launched in 2002 and was one of the sites most directly
comparable to modern-day social media platforms. Friendster supported photo and
video sharing as well as traditional text and link posts. It was also used as a platform for
people to discover new events and media. Users on the platform could search for each

other and communicate directly or within larger networks.

This platform was so successful that it had over 100 million users at its peak.
However, the flood of traffic took a toll on Friendster’s servers, impacting users who

started looking to connect with friends elsewhere.

After failing to compete with social media sites, such as Facebook and Twitter,
that launched a few years later, Friendster rebranded as a social gaming platform in

2011 and eventually shut down in 2018.

LinkedIn 2003

13
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Launched in 2003, LinkedIn is a business networking tool that allows people to
strengthen their network connections for better career opportunities. LinkedIn allows its
users to connect with people in various industries, message connections, showcase
their work history, comment on posts and apply for jobs through the interactive job

board. Today, LinkedIn has over 900 million active users worldwide.
Myspace 2003

Myspace (originally MySpace) was the rival platform of Friendster and quickly
became a popular site for millions of teenagers worldwide. Myspace was originally a
social media platform where users could create customisable profiles, highlight their top
favourite friends, publish blogs, share photos, discover music, play games and more.
Between 2005 and 2008, Myspace was the most popular social media platform in the

world and became the most visited website in the USA in 2006.

One of the most popular features on Myspace was the ability to embed music
and YouTube videos into a user’s profile, a precursor for what Myspace would develop
into. In 2011, Specific Media Group and Justin Timberlake bought Myspace for $35

million.

Due to being overtaken by Facebook in terms of users, Myspace saw a drop in
members and eventually rebranded itself as a music portal in 2013. Today, Myspace is
a music-focused social platform where artists can upload their music and sell it on their

profiles.

Facebook 2004

Launched in 2004 by Harvard student Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook is the largest

(and perhaps most well-known) social networking site globally, with over three billion
monthly users, which equates to 37% of the global population. Mark Zuckerberg initially
launched Facebook (originally The Facebook) as a social networking site available only

14
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to Harvard students and those with an American college address. However, due to its
popularity (over one million users by the end of 2004), he made it available to everyone.

Facebook allows users to “friend” each other, share pictures and videos,
comment and engage on each other's posts, message friends and create events.
Business and community pages are also popular as they allow users to create small

networks within the larger Facebook network.
YouTube 2005

When you think of video platforms, YouTube is usually the first to come to mind.
However, YouTube was initially created to be a video dating platform. Would it have
become one of the most popular social media platforms if the creators had gone in their

original direction? Probably not.

Today, YouTube is the go-to platform for video content. You can watch anything
from music videos to movies and vlogs. However, YouTube’s comment section, live
streams and “Community” features enable the engagement of traditional social media.
Advertisements at the beginning, during and end of videos make it a popular revenue
stream for individuals and businesses, with some of the most famous influencers

originating on YouTube.

YouTube was launched in 2005 and bought by Google for $1.65 billion a year
later. Today, YouTube is the second-most visited website in the world after Google.

Reddit 2005

Launched in 2005, Reddit is an online forum platform where users can share
content, discuss topics of interest and up-vote the most popular stories and comments.
Reddit is most popular for its up-vote and down-vote features, which dictate how visible
a post is on the platform. Users can also create “subreddits” within the community and

share videos, pictures, posts and links.
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Reddit is also popular for being a “safer” community to voice opinions and topics

than other social media platforms. Today, Reddit has over 50 million daily users.
Twitter (X) 2006

Twitter, now known as X, was launched in 2006 with the idea for users to send

short messages, “tweets”, of up to 140 characters to friends and acquaintances.

Elon Musk purchased the platform in 2022, changed the name to X, and replaced the
legacy “blue check” verification system with a new paid subscriber system. While
anyone on X can share videos, links and images, the primary focus has always been
text captions. Today, tweets can be up to 280 characters long. X currently has over 350

million active monthly users.
Pinterest 2010

Pinterest was launched in 2010 and is a site that lets users “pin” images from the
internet and put them into different boards and themes. Essentially, Pinterest is a digital
version of a traditional pinboard where you can create different boards for different
topics of interest. Pinterest also has a “re-pin” feature that allows users to re-pin other’s

posts and follow each other’s boards.

Users can create and upload their own pins that include images or videos that
can also link to other websites. They can also browse existing images that others have
uploaded by searching in the search bar. Pinterest has 465 million active monthly users.

Instagram 2010

Founded in 2010, Instagram is one of the most popular photo-sharing sites in the
world. While Instagram was originally the domain of photographers and artists, it quickly
became a platform for everyone. Facebook purchased Instagram in 2012. Since then,

Instagram has focused on sharing photos and videos, “Reels”. Users can like

16
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Social media can do more than to merely post content. It requires active
participation, community management as well as customer service, and social listening.
The marketing of social media assists the companies to create a real brand voice, tell
their story, and promote their services and products in an imaginative manner.
Companies with the help of interactive techniques like live videos, polls, giveaways, and
sneak-peeks ensure that people stay hooked on what the companies post. Good SMM

strategies embrace the following:

Production of interesting content which suit the target group
Starting eye-opening dialogues with prospective customers

Using paid advertisement to generate leads

Outreach with influencers

Monitoring and reporting measurements of performance

Customer behaviour and decision making

Creating a presence on the internet and increasing traffic to the site
Trust and brand awareness

Introduction of new services and products

Having remarketing activities

- F F F & F F F ¥ ¥

Customization of customer experiences

Such activities assist the brands in becoming credible, obtaining higher customer
satisfaction, and engendering customer loyalty. Responding to the feedback and
concerns early will help businesses create better relations and make their image of
being a better business. Accessible, responsive and transparent brands also get the

best levels of customer retention and trust.

The origin of social media marketing cannot be separated with the history of
digital platforms. At first, social media networks were a place of individual contact and

communication. With time businesses started realizing the potential they could present
17
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as means of marketing. Early adopters used the popularity of such platform as
MySpace and Friendster, to access niche markets particularly, younger groups. As
social media grew, it has emerged as a strong source of interaction, narration and
business. The digital revolution has not only altered the way the businesses
communicate but it has also altered the consumer expectations. Interactivity,
individualized marketing and real-time feedback are becoming the minimum

requirements.

Phases in the Evolution of Social Media

1. Pre=Social Media Era (Before 2000)

Nature: One-way communication

e Websites, emails, and banner ads dominated
« No interaction or user participation

e Marketing was push-based
Example: Static company websites, email newsletters
Limitation: No customer engagement or feedback
2. Early Social Networking Era (2000-2006)
Nature: Basic interaction

o Platforms like Friendster, Orkut, MySpace
e User profiles and connections introduced

« Brands began experimenting with online presence
Marketing Use:

« Brand pages

e« Community discussions

18
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Significance: Beginning of two-way communication

3. Web 2.0 and Content Sharing Era (2006—2010)

Nature: User-generated content

e Rise of Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, LinkedIn
o Likes, shares, comments became common

« Viral marketing emerged

Marketing Impact:

o Content marketing
e Brand storytelling

« Customer engagement

Example: YouTube brand videos, Facebook fan pages

4. Mobile and Real-Time Marketing Era (2010-2015)

Nature: Always connected

« Smartphone’s increased social media usage
o Platforms like Instagram, WhatsApp gained popularity

¢« Real-time interaction and instant feedback
Marketing Strategies:

e Mobile ads
o Real-time customer support

e Visual marketing
Example: Live tweets during events

5. Influencer and Paid Advertising Era (2015-2020)

19
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Nature: Monetization and targeting

e Influencer marketing became prominent
« Advanced ad targeting using user data
e Sponsored posts and brand collaborations

Marketing Focus:

¢ Micro-influencers
o Paid social media ads

e Brand authenticity

Example: Instagram influencer promotions

6. Al, Personalization & Social Commerce Era (2020—-Present)

Nature: Intelligent and immersive

« Al-driven content recommendations
« Social commerce (shopping within platforms)

o Platforms like TikTok, Instagram Reels

Modern Marketing Features:

e Personalized ads
e Chatbots
e Short-form video marketing

o« Data-driven decisions

Example: TikTok brand challenges, Instagram Shops

20
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1.1.6. Digital Media Campaigns

1. Campaign Goal

A campaign goal defines what the organization wants to achieve through the
digital campaign. Goals may include increasing brand awareness, generating leads,
boosting website traffic, or increasing sales. Clear goals help in choosing the right

platform, content, and measurement metrics.
2. Target Audience

Target audience refers to the specific group of people the campaign aims to
reach. It is defined based on age, gender, location, income, interests, and online
behavior. Proper audience identification ensures that the campaign message reaches

users who are most likely to respond positively.
3. Digital Platforms

Digital platforms are the online channels used to run the campaign. These
include social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn), search engines
(Google), email, websites, and mobile apps. Selecting the right platform depends on

where the target audience is most active.
4. Content Strategy

Content strategy involves planning and creating relevant, engaging, and
valuable content such as text posts, images, videos, blogs, reels, or infographics.
Good content attracts attention, communicates the brand message effectively, and

encourages user interaction like likes, shares, and comments.
5. Budget and Timeline

Budget refers to the amount of money allocated for the campaign, while

timeline indicates the duration of the campaign. Proper budgeting ensures optimal use

21



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1

of resources, and a well-planned timeline helps in scheduling content, monitoring

progress, and achieving results within the given period.
6. Performance Metrics (KPIs)

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are measurable values used to evaluate the
success of the campaign. Common KPIs include impressions, clicks, click-through rate
(CTR), conversions, cost per click (CPC), and return on investment (ROI). These

metrics help marketers analyze effectiveness and make improvements.
7. Monitoring and Optimization

Monitoring involves continuous tracking of campaign performance using
analytics tools. Optimization refers to making necessary changes such as modifying
content, adjusting targeting, or reallocating budget to improve results. This ensures
better campaign performance and higher returns.

8. Evaluation and Reporting

Evaluation is the final step where campaign results are compared with initial
goals. Reporting involves preparing detailed reports showing outcomes, insights, and

lessons learned. This helps organizations improve future digital media campaigns.

Each component of a digital media campaign plays a crucial role in achieving
marketing objectives. A well-planned and executed digital media campaign helps
organizations reach the right audience, deliver effective messages, and measure results

accurately.
1.1.7 Types of Digital Media Campaigns

1. Search Engine Marketing (SEM) Campaign

SEM campaigns involve paid advertisements on search engines like Google and

Bing. These ads appear when users search for specific keywords. SEM helps

22
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businesses reach customers who are actively looking for products or services, resulting

in higher conversion rates.
2. Social Media Campaign

Social media campaigns are run on platforms such as Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, Twitter, and TikTok. These campaigns focus on brand awareness,

engagement, and customer interaction through posts, stories, reels, and paid ads.
3. Display Advertising Campaign

Display advertising campaigns use visual ads such as banners, images, and videos
shown on websites and apps. These campaigns are mainly used to increase brand

visibility and retarget users who have already visited the website.
4. Email Marketing Campaign

Email campaigns involve sending promotional or informational emails to a targeted
list of users. They are cost-effective and useful for lead nurturing, customer retention,

and personalized communication.
5. Influencer Marketing Campaign

Influencer marketing campaigns involve collaboration with social media influencers
who promote products or services to their followers. These campaigns build trust and

credibility because recommendations come from trusted individuals.
6. Video Marketing Campaign

Video marketing campaigns use videos to communicate brand messages, product
demonstrations, or storytelling. Platforms like YouTube, Instagram Reels, and TikTok

are commonly used to reach large audiences quickly.
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1.1.8 Steps in a Digital Media Campaign

Step 1: Define Campaign Objectives

The first step is to clearly define what the campaign aims to achieve, such as
increasing brand awareness, generating leads, driving traffic, or boosting sales. Clear

objectives guide the entire campaign strategy.
Step 2: Identify Target Audience

In this step, marketers identify the specific audience segment based on
demographics, interests, behavior, and location. Correct audience targeting increases

campaign effectiveness and reduces wastage of budget.
Step 3: Select Digital Media Platforms

Marketers choose the most suitable digital platforms based on the target audience
and campaign goals. For example, LinkedIn is preferred for B2B campaigns, while

Instagram is effective for visual and youth-oriented marketing.
Step 4: Develop Content Strategy

This step involves creating engaging and relevant content such as text, images,
videos, blogs, or ads. Content should match the platform and appeal to the target

audience.
Step 5: Set Budget and Schedule

Marketers decide the campaign budget and fix the duration of the campaign. Budget

allocation ensures optimal spending across platforms and helps in controlling costs.
Step 6: Launch the Campaign

After planning and preparation, the campaign is launched across selected digital
platforms. Ads and content go live and begin reaching the target audience.
24
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Step 7: Monitor and Optimize

Campaign performance is continuously monitored using analytics tools. Necessary
changes such as modifying ads, adjusting targeting, or reallocating budget are made to

improve results.
Step 8: Evaluate and Report Results

In the final step, campaign results are analyzed and compared with objectives.
Reports are prepared to measure performance, learn insights, and improve future

campaigns.

The emergence of Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn, and Instagram also
brought an extensive change to digital marketing. Brands were now able to carry out
unified campaigns across the platforms with the usage of rich media, analytics and
targeted advertising. Social media also turned out to be the most adaptive marketing
avenue allowing speedy response to the cultural shifts, feedbacks, and changes in the
industry. Another change during this evolution was the introduction of influencer
marketing where the people with huge following became brand ambassador and led to
organic engagements and reach. The social media turned into the operating culture, it
invaded trade, interaction, and even politics. Marketing activities have had to fit into this
dynamic environment and have become more fluid, more data-driven and more

customer-centric.
1.1.9. Part Il: Strategic Transformation (2016—2020)

The period of 2016-2020 has constituted the turning point of the development of
digital marketing, particularly in the context of the social media ecosystem. The world
had radically changed with the dominance of chronological feed system to an
algorithmically tailored experiences. This shift was not only technological but according
to strategy, which completely shifted the manner in which brands, marketers,

influencers, and users related to the digital environment. The driver behind this heavily

25



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1

turned out to be algorithmic feeds, the fall of organic reach, the birth of precision-
targeted ads, and the influencer relationship professionalization.

To begin with, Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter among other social media platforms
used to post information in a linear structure. The updates posted followed a
chronological sequence and this made it easier to be aware of what friends, relatives
and the preferred business were doing. But when audiences gained exponentially and
when content production proliferated in industries and niches that anyone could
imagine, the chronological model very soon proved to be ineffective. The social feeds
got messy, busy and in contrast, less impressive. The users started to miss valuable
posts, and the rates of engagement started to decline. To counter it platforms
introduced algorithmic feeds, i.e. systems run on models of artificial intelligence and
machine learning that work to maximize user experience by customizing what individual

users saw.

These algorithmic feeds started to consider an overwhelming number of variables:
history of engagement, type of content, how recent the content was, how relevant it was
and the relationship between the viewer and the content author. They also aimed to
show the user the most interesting and topical material, and this is where they were
crating the social experience of a user. This however did not stop organic appearances
to be uneven and unreliable. Brand posts and even posts by their friends no longer
appeared only because it was quite recent; they now appeared only when they fitted the

logic of the algorithm in displaying them in the engagement section.

For businesses and marketers, this marked the start of a major strategic
transformation. Social media was no longer a free and accessible tool for reaching
followers. It became a pay-to-play environment, where algorithmic curation dictated
visibility. Brands that had previously relied on organic reach to engage their audience
found their posts reaching only a fraction—sometimes as low as 2% to 5%—of their
followers. In this new paradigm, marketers were compelled to rethink their strategies.
The necessity for paid promotion, particularly through targeted advertising, became

paramount.
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The decrease of organic reach, especially in such platforms as Facebook and
Instagram, required that the way that brands took advantage of social media, had to be
restructured fundamentally. The organic reach is the frequency of people viewing the
content of a brand without paying to promote a brand. Organic reach used to be one of
the pillars of the digital marketing strategies, but it started to decline under the pressure
of prioritizing algorithms. The brands found that by 2020, they were losing their

audience at even a harsh rate of below 5 percent frequency of updates.

Marketers resorted to a number of actions in order to adjust. To start with, they
reevaluated their content strategies so as to enhance engagement rates. Informative
content with interactive features including polls, live videos, stories, and contests
became fashionable. Brands have given up being seen but turned over to engagement-
driven posts, that was, contents that would enable them to be liked, commented, or
shared by the user and in consequence this would be highlighted on screens of other
people. Second, companies started putting more money in paid advertisement to
address the lost organic reach. Those ad budgets that were then the supplement to

organic strategies became primary and even the core to the success of social media.

This move caused the spiking in the use of advanced advertising platforms, such
as Facebook Ads Manager that provided the users with a set of tools to be used in the
areas of targeting, analytics, and optimizing campaigns. Soaring operating technology
and accuracy of these software’s signified the evolution of social media beyond a

communication device to a business steam-piston.

As the use of algorithms evolved, the platforms presented in the market highly
targeted advertisement products. These tools were not only aimed at targeting very
large audiences; the techniques could be used to provide specific messages to highly
segmented audiences. The mass-marketing model was substituted with precision
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targeting, and advertising is now a system of narrowcasting because it communicates

with specific individuals via behavioral data, interests, and past interactions.

Segmentation became an art; they are data-driven. Advertisers were given an
opportunity to target users along interests, online activities, demographics, device used
and even offline activities. That was a possibility to display optimization and
personalization of campaigns in real time. Brands might be able to target their
messages to distinct subgroups instead of broadcasting a general one-size-fits-all
message resulting in higher engagement, conversion rate and the eventual return on

investment (ROI).

Crucial to this substitution were such tools as Facebook Pixel or Custom Audiences.
Facebook Pixel is a piece of code that a brand will post on its site to monitor their
behavior. It enables marketers to collect information about the number of visits on
websites, abandonment of carts, amount of time spent on pages, and conversion. The
purpose of such data is to form Custom Audiences that is composed of users that
already communicated meaningfully with the brand. As an example, a brand may
retarget people, who have viewed a product page and did not finish making the

purchase or people, who have viewed 75 percent of a video ad.

Added a new sophistication was the story behind the lookalike audiences. The
platforms were able to interpret or study the current Custom Audiences and develop
new populations of users with similar attributes and habits. This has allowed the brands
to extend reach and still be relevant and target accurate. These tools combined put the
entire advertising industry to its knees, and social media advertising is not merely art-

like it would appear to have transformed into a data-based science.
1.1.12. The Rise of Influencer Marketing and UGC

In line with the development of paid media, another type of marketing that
became essential in promoting brand visibility and involvement is the strategy known as
influencer marketing and user-generated content (UGC). The consumeric credence in

older advertisements went down and peer recommendation and genuine endorsement
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became more useful. The trust gap was to be filled by effecting a populace by

influencers people with large followings and niche knowledge.

Fast professionalization of the influencer marketing occurred. Now-a-days, the
influencers are divided into micro-influencers (10,000 100,000 followers), macro-
influencers (100,000+) and mega-influencers (1M+). The micro-influencers, specifically,
became popular because of their high engagement rates and the essence of
authenticity. To establish branded content, perform product reviews and have
giveaways, brands collaborated with influencers. The collaborations were regarded as

more familiar and authentic as compared to conventional advertisements.

Meanwhile, in-depth content, created by users themselves, such as photos, videos and
testimonials and reviews by the customers, started to take precedence. UGC
campaigns mined the utility of community and peer power. The customers were invited
to share their experience with brands by using certain hastags or taking part in
challenges. Not only did this decrease costs of content creation but it increased brand
credibility. UGC was the word-of-mouth marketing of our time, as it not only promoted

community development but also encouraged its members to be loyal to the brand.

Although the term influencer partnership is used, these are long-term contracts,
such as ambassador programs and co-created product lines, taking shape between the
year 2016 and 2020. The influencers ceased to be mere producers of content;
semantically they have changed to being co-creators and who now would determine

product development as well as succeed in establishing brand messaging.
1.1.13. Part lll: The Pandemic Effect and Acceleration (2020-2022)

COVID-19 pandemic acted as a catalyst of changes like never before. Social
media has become the biggest means of communication, entertainment, education, and
trade because people have less physical interaction. A dramatic increase in the use of
social networks in the digital world meant that apps such as Instagram, Tik Tok, and

YouTube were more crucial to everyday life than ever.
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The point is, individuals who are stuck at their homes resorted to social media not only
to connect with others, but also to digitally enact their lives in the form of videos, live
streams, and social narratives. Brands reacted to this by having a greater presence
online and aligning to more humanized form of communications. Empathy, relevance

and real-time communication became the key factors of brand communication.

Live video content blew up and platforms incorporated features such as Instagram live,
Tik Tok live, and Facebook live. Influencers did real-time meetings with their followers,
brands staged virtual product presentations, and creators participated in the challenges
offering to communicate with the audience through questions and answers and live
lectures. These forms not only replaced the gap created by face-to-face events but also

put a human face on brands in new forms.

Especially, SMEs were quickly digitally transformed. Major shops were replaced by
cyber stores. Social selling was facilitated by the use of Facebook Shop, Instagram
Shopping, Tik Tok shop, and Pinterest shop. Customers were able to browse, shop, and
even buy on an app all in one place, making live commerce a significant trend, notably,
influencer-packed live shopping shows that allowed buyers to connect and

communicate in real-time.

Influencer marketing was an additional trend due to the necessity of socializing
and trusting in the time of the pandemic. Influencers also turned out to be key
communication partners and assisted brands in expressing authenticity, empathy, and
social responsibility. Marketing was more emotionally intelligent and it was all about
health, well being and solidarity.

With the post-pandemic world, social media marketing reached the new epoch

characterized by artificial intelligence, personalization, creator monetization, and
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branding based on purpose. The period is described as infusion between technology,

human understanding and tune of morality.

Artificial intelligence has given rise to automation of content creation, the streamlining of
campaigns and hyper-personal user experience. Such tools as ChatGPT, Jasper, and
Copy.ai help to create custom messages in different channels. Predictive analytics and
automation platforms utilize information to predict behavior, narrow audience segments
with more accuracy, and design personal content journeys. Marketing funnel itself is
molded into an adaptive responsive system that foresees needs and avid behavior in

real-time.

The creator economy has been booming, with the move of power to the creators. They
include programs that allow monetization via revenue share ad placements,
subscriptions, tipping (e.g. super thanks on YouTube), and e-commerce of digital
merchandise by super-connecting with platforms such as YouTube, TikTok, and
Instagram. NFTs, badges, and exclusive content are the new means through which
creators can interact with their fans and make money. The algorithms of platforms
reward quality, engaging content with visibility and potential to be monetized more and

maore.

There is also changing model of revenue sharing. Creators can now decide more about
how to make their contents profitable and streamers are rewarded with rewards and
bonuses, as well as collaboration programs and milestone achievements. Creating
content is not a hobby anymore, it is a professional career that has sustainable

economic fundament.

Segmentation of the audience is carried out on a very high level based on Al and big
data, which allows developing extremely sophisticated marketing strategies. Custom
Audiences and Lookalike Audiences have become sophisticated and the avenues that
allow marketers to predict needs, preferences, and behavior with amazing precision

exist.
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Another dominant trend is purpose-driven marketing. Brands are no longer just
providers of products or services—they are seen as entities with a voice and
responsibility. Consumers, especially Millennials and Gen Z, demand authenticity and
alignment with ethical, environmental, or social causes. Companies that champion
sustainability, diversity, mental health, and equity not only stand out but foster deep
emotional connections with consumers. Purpose-driven campaigns emphasize

storytelling, transparency, and long-term commitment.
Let’s Sum Up

The social media as a form of online marketing has outgrown the traditional use
of the media as a mode of communication. This has become a complex network based
on the technological change, cultural change, socio- political processes etc. This
industry has evolved tremendously over time; it began as a domain of chronological
feeds and organic search, to what it has become, a commercial and elaborated
ecosystem filled with Al-powered interactions and marketing that is finely target-
appropriate. In the context of 2016-2020, the new realities of the marketer are marked
by the concept of algorithmic transformation and the monetization of attention, which
have changed the set of tools. The influencer marketing which was on the periphery
turned out to be the key. The organic reach, which was once good and in abundance,
became scarce and paywalled. The pandemic became the driver of this transformation
that pushed the digitalization of commerce, transformed user behaviour, and advanced
content creators to central roles in the digital economy.After the pandemic, there has
been further incorporation of Al into the years, increased monetization capabilities on
platforms, and a greater focus on value-based branding. Customers are becoming used
to getting more, personal, genuine, and filled with meaning. Looking into the future, the
interaction between human brilliance and computer-intelligence will have its way into
defining the path of digital marketing.Marketers have been challenged and given an
opportunity to combine innovation with ethics, automation with empathy, and commerce
with community. The ability to accomplish this will not only determine the future of social
media marketing but also how society interacts, creates and consumes as we become

more and more digitalized.
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1. Choose the correct answer

1. Which platform is considered a major turning point in the evolution of social media marketing?
A) Orkut B) Friendster C) Facebook D) TikTok

2. Which platform popularized short-form video content in digital marketing?
A) Linkedln  B) TikTok C) Pinterest D) Snapchat

3. What was the primary use of early social media platforms like MySpace and Orkut?

A) Advertising B) Shopping C) Networking D) Streaming

4. Which of the following social media platforms is best known for visual storytelling and

influencer culture?
A) Instagram B) Twitter C) LinkedIn D) Reddit
5. What concept became central in social media marketing during the pandemic years?

A) Automation B) Live-streaming C) Polling D) SEO

In this age of information and communication, social media has become an

influential field that controls social discussions, customer decisions, commercial
decisions, and even popular culture. A new ecosystem is created by every significant
platform, which is influenced by its interface, target audience, format of the output, and
algorithm compositions. By 2025 social media resources are no longer communication
tools, they are components of the digital economy and brand ecosystem. Learning the
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meaning and application of these platforms is essential to those interested in the
marketing, communicating, public relations, and digital branding profession. Leading
platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter (now X), YouTube and
TikTok give in-depth examination in this chapter and other promising niche platforms
such as Pinterest, Snapchat, Reddit and Threads. It touches on their birth,
characteristics, audience, marketing advantages, and changing games in the

determination of online interactions and business.

1.2.1. Facebook

Facebook was launched in 2004, but this platform remains one of the major
giants of the online digital world. In 2025, there will be about 3 billion monthly active
users, which means that the platform has long left the stage of a college networking
site. It has become a multidimensional space which promotes various activity: individual
communication, collective discourse, entertainment, and e-commerce. It is
characterized by its main functionality of the News Feed that collects user and brand
accounts and pages of community figures and businesses, and Groups which organize
community interest, Marketplace that facilitates local commerce, and Ads Manager to
especially drive advanced campaign processing, and more recently by Stories and
Reels as its competitors to the short-form video trend.

The advantage of Facebook is the developed system of targeting and marketing the
audience. Its advertising platform provides one of the most sophisticated segmentation
capabilities in terms of allowing an ad-sender to target an audience on the basis of their
age, location, interests, behavior patterns, device usage, or even offline activity. The
use of cross-platform strategy gives the Meta brand an advantage because the
Instagram and WhatsApp apps can be used to run comprehensive marketing
campaigns. Through Facebook Shops, e-commerce has been added to the social
networking platform, where companies can sell their products directly via a page or a
post themselves, and have an easy one-click checkout process. Turning to an
engagement perspective, such functions as Facebook live, Reels, and interactive posts

(polls, events, quizzes) support active interaction of users.
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In terms of demography, Facebook is blessed with a mixed pool of users most of
whom are active between age 25 and 45. It is mostly utilized in places in and around
urban and semi-urban regions, hence, effective to be employed in both mass and
regional campaigns. Younger users might be more interested in other platforms such as
Instagram or TikTok as the source of their entertainment but Facebook is undoubtedly
irreplaceable when it comes to brand awareness, spreading the information, and
communicating with the community. One cannot and should not ignore its role in
grassroots mobilization, customer service and social advocacy. On a larger scale, the
fact that Facebook is shifting towards being a digital market, shows interblending of

communication and commerce.
1.2.2. Instagram

Instagram was introduced in 2010 and later acquired by Facebook (Meta) in
2012 and today it is one of the most popular visual-first platforms globally with more
than 2.5 billion monthly active users by 2025. Initially, photo-sharing focused, Instagram
has been reinventing its original self, ever since the release of Stories (snapshots) to
entertain short-form videos and Instagram Shopping along with enhanced messaging
system. The platform is the most preferred destination of visual and aspirational
contents and lifestyle content, and is highly favored by the Gen Z and millennial

population of 18-34 years.

The possibility to create emotional and visual engagement belongs to one of the
fundamental strengths of Instagram. Fashion, beauty, travel, fithess and food industries
have a natural place here with the platform being used to create visual narratives and
building a strong connection with the audience. Reels is a new form of features
introduced to compete with TikTok and its success with short-form videos, whereby it
has quickly grown into a world of organic discovery. The aim of reels is that they are to
pop up to non-followers to predict a chance of viral exposure and brand expansion,
without having to pay anything. Instagram Shopping powers brands and creators to tag
products in their post and stories, and simplifies the e-commerce conversion funnel
starting with content.
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Instagram facilitates a healthy influencer economy in the marketing sense. To
create trust and access niche audiences, brands usually collaborate with the macro-
influencers (more than 100K subscribers) and micro-influencers (less than 100K
subscribers). The visual aspect of the platform also implies that the branding concerns
not hard selling, but rather the beauty and beautiful stories. Other discovery sources are
hashtags, location tagging, and the Explore page. Regarding the behavior of its users,
Instagram users are very engaged as they may spend more than an hour daily looking
at the stories, liking posts, saving them, and shopping. Instagram has an almost mobile-
first audience, it keeps improving in UX/Ul and becomes an essential element of
contemporary brand strategy development.

1.2.3. LinkedIn

LinkedIn was introduced in 2003, and today it is the ultimate social network
based on the professional network and industry discussions as well as career growth.
LinkedIn is a platform with almost 1 billion active users in a month and is specialised in
business-to-business (B2B) communications, hiring and firing people, thought
leadership, and corporate branding. In contrast to the platform with the focus on a
lifestyle or entertainment, the atmosphere of the Linkedin one is targeted at the
professionals, executives, entrepreneurs, educators, and students who seek

possibilities and industry knowledge.

LinkedIn offers personal profiles, company pages, job postings, long-form article
publishing, newsletters, event management capabilities, and an advanced advertising
network. LinkedIn boasts the strongest lead generation capability for B2B marketers
when compared to other channels. With LinkedIn Ads, marketers can target based on
job title, industry, function, seniority, company size, and geographic location - these
types of targeting options can't be found based on the reverse as in a paid consumer
search platform. Organizations leverage LinkedIn not to just tout the features and
benefits of products or services, but because they can share knowledge, be thought

leaders, and recruit top-notch talent.
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Corporate page profiles serve as brand channels. They usually reveal organizational
culture, core values, ongoing and future projects, and showcase potential job
opportunities. Personal profile pages serve as digital resumes and content sharing
channels. It is common for a person to share completed achievements of a project,
participate in industry sector discussions, or share and publish original publications.
Newsletters and published articles provide a deep follow-up and, particularly enable
professionals to differentiate themselves as subject-matter authorities and engage an
audience. Statistically, the demographic draw of LinkedIn is limited to those ages 25 to
55. The platform is heavily represented in terms of education and employment of
graduates, managers, and owners. In terms of content, There is still a formal tone, with
primarily and editorial design. The industries that are well represented on LinkedIn
include HR, technology, finance, education, and consulting. In a digital age where
networking is driving relationship building, there is simply no other platform that comes
close to offering the mobility that LinkedIn offers as an employment opportunity.

1.2.4. Twitter (Now X)

Twitter was launched in 2006, becoming X in 2023. It is a platform where real-
time digital conversation can thrive, making it one of the pillars of social media that we
all know. It has about 600 million monthly active users, and we typically think of X for its
short, text-based updates called Tweets, but it has since made additional space for
longer text, video, and audio spaces. X's main strength is its immediacy and public
conversation. Journalists use it for reporting and connecting with people; businesses
and brands use it to keep up with topics and trends; and activists utilize it to share ideas

and viewpoints.

When looking at X as a marketing tool, it is effective for branding in a reactive way that
we associate with responding to trends or customer complaints in real-time as an
example. X has also been useful for campaigns built on humor or based on events,
activism, and/or announcements. Brands can pay for sponsored Tweets or trending
topic hashtags that allow companies to become more visible in the conversation

happening at scale, globally. Also, many companies and brands also use X as a
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customer service tool in which they support customers by replying or offering support
through direct messages.

User demographics skew towards educated, urban users between 18 and 49 years of
age, particularly those engaged in politics, technology, media, and entertainment. The
platform’s appeal lies in its openness—anyone can join a conversation, follow leaders,
or raise awareness. Though controversial at times due to misinformation or trolling, X
remains an essential platform for immediacy, virality, and influence. Its recent expansion
into creator monetization, long-form articles, and video may change its user behavior

landscape, but its real-time DNA is likely to remain core.

1.2.5. YouTube

YouTube is the world’s largest online video-sharing platform with over 2.7 billion
monthly active users, and launched in 2005, later acquired by Google in 2006. While
social networks focus on connecting people with one another, YouTube is more of a mix
between a social network, a search engine, and media channel. The primary products
of YouTube are lengthy video content, YouTube Shorts (to compete with TikTok), live
streaming video content, and the Community tab for creators to foster engagement with

subscribers.

YouTube is unique in that the content lives online, is highly searchable, and video
results frequently show up in Google search queries, thus marketers are given a chance
for evergreen content discoverability through search engine optimization. Brands use
YouTube for a number of purposes including tutorials, product demonstrations,
explainer videos, audience testimonials, and storytelling. YouTube also supports
multiple advertising formats, including pre-roll ads (ads that appear before a video), mid-
roll ads, bumper ads (2-6 seconds long and appears before a video), and display
banners. All of these ad types allow marketers to exit the brand awareness world
(impressions) and get into precise measurement quantities, watch time, click-through

rates, and conversions.
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From a user demographic standpoint, YouTube reaches quite a wide array of
generations, with heavy usage for 18 to 44 year-olds. Typically speaking, users do not
come to YouTube to scroll or from an updated feed like much of the internet has trained
users to do. Users usually come to YouTube with intent, whether that is to learn, explore
or be entertained. YouTube Shorts has introduced a user post to a new generation that
is used to consuming everything quickly, but long form video is still the reigning format
in educational or review based genres. Video is becoming the de facto content format
on the internet, and YouTube will remain relevant and crucial as marketers, educators,

entertainers, and influencers.

1.2.6. TikTok

TikTok is owned by ByteDance and globally launched in 2016, TikTok is the first
platform to flip how video content is created and consumed, allowing users to create
short form video in a completely overarching algorithm. TikTok has become one of the
quickest apps to skyrocket with about 1.7 billion monthly active users who are pulled in
by the algorithmic tightness of the addictive feed, the integration of music, trends and
content formats continually evolving to make user participation easy (e.g., Duets,
Challenges). TikTok is different from other platforms in that it does not use follower
counts for reach, rather the algorithm recognizes engagement signals and wil push
content past an original audience. TikTok is fundamentally about creativity, showing
who you are, and entertainment based marketing. Brands that use TikTok typically use
influencers to share challenges and trends, or just to film the audio used in multiple
trending formats. TikTok Ads include TopView (which is a premium positing), In feed
ads, and Branded Effects, which enables The platform excels in organic reach and rapid

engagement, especially for new products and trend-based marketing.

TikTok’s audience is dominated by Gen Z and young millennials (ages 16 to 30),
although older users are increasingly joining the platform. The global expansion of
TikTok has seen particularly high adoption in Asia, North America, and parts of Europe.
Its democratized content creation model allows even small creators or unknown brands

to gain millions of views overnight. In many ways, TikTok has blurred the line between
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entertainment and marketing, proving that creativity can outperform budget in the digital
age.

1.2.7. Emerging or Niche Platforms

Beyond these established “mainstream” platforms, niche and emerging platforms
are still influencing user behaviors. Pinterest is a visual discovery engine that does
especially well with lifestyle brands that cater to DIY, fashion, food, and home decor.
Users come to Pinterest with good intent and will often use it to plan their purchases or
projects, making it an ideal space to curate products. Snapchat, with its disappearing
messages and augmented reality (AR) filters, holds popularity with high-level
influencers among teens and young adults. With its Snap Map and Discover features,
Snapchat can also offer unique branding opportunities in local and experiential

marketing.

In contrast, Reddit is a discussion-based platform that sparks conversations by
providing user-created communities called subreddits. Reddit is very useful for authentic
engagement, gathering product feedback, and web/community-based content. Some
examples for marketers using Reddit would be for AMAs (Ask Me Anything), to promote
marketing campaigns in specific interest pre-defined groups, and to hear consumer
insights. Threads, now launched by Meta as a response to Twitter's transformation to X,
has quickly gained traction with featuring a friendlier space to host public conversations.
Threads, positioned as a text-based complement to you Instagram account, may also
become the place for the next real-time discussion with a younger Instagram-native

audience..
Let’s Sum Up

Every social media platform has unique opportunities, target audiences, and
social media tools. Facebook and Instagram are still key platforms for visual storytelling
and B2C marketing, while LinkedIn continues to be an essential for B2B engagement
and professional brand building, and X (formerly Twitter) has an important role in real-
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time engagement and news. YouTube offers significant opportunities for video-based
engagement while engage with trend-based and youth engagement can be captured on
TikTok. Niche platforms such as Pinterest, Snapchat, Reddit, and Threads offer points
of engagement for non-mass but specific audiences. In a socially connected world,
social media engagement requires a strategy that adapits to a fluid dynamic with many
platforms. Brands need to modify their approach based on user behaviors, what content
is trending, and the inherent nature of the platform. So, in 2025, social media is not
about presence, but about engagement that is meaningful, data-influenced, and creates

value.
Check Your Progress — QUIZ -2

2. Choose the correct answer

1. Which platform is primarily known for professional networking?
A) Facebook B) Instagram
C) LinkedIn D) TikTok

2. Which platform is most associated with short-form video content?
A) YouTube B) Twitter
C) TikTok D) LinkedIn

3. Which platform originally focused on 140-character messages?

A) Twitter B) Facebook
C) Instagram D) YouTube

4. Which platform is owned by Meta and focuses mainly on visual content like photos

and reels?

A) TikTok B) YouTube
C) Instagram D) LinkedIn

5. Which platform is best known for long-form video content and vlogging?
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A) TikTok B) YouTube
C) Twitter D) Facebook

Today, in the digital age, social media represents more than a communication

platform. It is now a vital foundation of modern brand building. What was once a useful
but mundane forum for personal connection has grown into a constant space where
brands can be born, developed, marketed, and maintained. The expansion of social
media sites—Facebook, Instagram, Twitter (now X), LinkedIn, YouTube, TikTok, etc.—
has reshaped the ways brands relate and interact with audiences. Traditional marketing
was primarily developed using unidirectional mass media marketing, in contrast with
social media, which is interactive in nature. Social media allows brands and audiences
to communicate in a two-sided capacity that encourages engagement, trust, and loyalty.
It adds the necessary dynamic for ongoing dialogue between brands and consumers
and as a result, creates meaningful relationships, and provides live feedback to
companies and consumers. Therefore, social media is different than a tactical marketing
approach, but is now a strategic driver of brand identity creation, communication,

positioning, and advocacy in a globalized and digital marketplace.

One of the most astonishing benefits that social media has to offer in building a
brand is the increased visibility and exposure associated with the brand. With billions of
daily active users across multiple social media platforms, brands of any size or budget
from anywhere in the world can achieve global exposure. Small businesses and start-
ups that were once restricted by local or economic restrictions are now on a digital
playing field like the corporate titans. With the help of clever and holistic content, they
can achieve virality, spread their message to different demographics, and stick in

consumers' minds. Hashtags, trending challenges, algorithm-fueled videos, or organic
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and paid reach make it easy to create greater opportunities for discoverability and
hopefully, users willing to engage with the brand. It's hard to imagine how a tweet,
video, or meme could one day elevate a brand that was previously virtually unknown to
the public. Lastly, if the brand were to localize content or use many lanaguages, it may
also help the millions of cultural groups and markets that interact with the brand,
ultimately providing an even wider global reach.

Social media is more than increasing reach, it is an incredible opportunity to build
and convey brand identity and personality. Brands can express their tone, aesthetics,
values, and personality by combining words and photos, images or other video-based
formats. Social media allows brands to convey their mission, corporate culture, and
social values, connecting with their target audiences emotionally. Every brand has a
personality that it strives to convey; whether it wants to be formal, funny, progressive,
youthful, or empathetic, social media gives brands the resources to create and maintain
their position. When companies only had traditional means of communication, they
rarely had the opportunity to express themselves in such a finely-tuned manner
because of the limited space and inability to personalize. Today's high-quality photos,
attractive headlines, storytelling reels, behind-the-scenes footage, and live events allow
brands to build a consistent story that connects with their audience and makes lasting

and deeper impressions.

One of the most amazing things social media does in brand development is
engagement and relationship building. Engagement isn't a one-way broadcast anymore;
it is a dialogue. Brands can engage with their audience via comments, direct messages,
live chats, story egg polls, and user-generated content. The immediacy and
reciprocation of this communication allows customers to feel acknowledged and
appreciated. Whether it's answering questions, thanking customers for their
compliments, or responding to an issue, it allows the brand to humanize the brand and
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create a sense of community with customers. This commitment to customer service,
openness to feedback, and gratitude for customer loyalty can all be displayed via social
media engagement. Furthermore, interactive posts such as AMAs (ask me anything),
contests, quizzes, or Q&As provide another layer of engagement, and can help
transform passive followers into active customers. Over time, these micro-interactions

build into trust and emotional commitment - the foundation of brand loyalty.

Another pillar of modern branding today is a focus on influencers and user-
generated content (UGC) for branding. Thanks to the advent of influencer marketing,
brands can reach very specific and niche audiences through well-respected figures in
the industry. Influencers take on the role of a voice of authority and are able to influence
consumer behavior and perceptions in the marketplace. The brand endorsement by an
influencer acts as a word-of-mouth referral - albeit a digital version. A word-of-mouth
referral carries more weight to a consumer than an advertisement. When influencers
weave in the use of a product into their content — there is more of a perception that it is
a recommendation versus a pitch. Similar to the impact of influencers, UGC from users
who 'spontaneously’ post content about their experience using the product brings
additional credibility. The effect of user-generated content is social proof. Social proof
eases potential purchase anxiety, shows value in the real world, and develops a
community of loyal and long-term users walking the path and creating authentic
experiences, the journey of the brand, and their use of the product. A campaign
incorporating customers to share testimonials, feedback, or creative uses of the product
can create a substantial increase in engagement to the brand while providing a
significant amount of content for marketing that can be re circulated /repurposed for

future communications.

The high level of analytical and targeting capabilities of social media channels
makes that technology even more significant in the context of brand development.
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Traditional marketing will focus a message broadly with little insight into how (and if)
audiences are taking in or acting upon a campaign accompanying those traditional
marketing efforts. Social media marketing brings more specificity to traditional marketing
practices. Brands today utilize resources like Meta Business Suite, Twitter Analytics,
LinkedIn Insights, and Google Data Studio among others, to find metrics on users, what
content is being shown, how far it is reaching, engagement with that content, and
conversion rates surrounded by the content just to name a few. This data presents
brands with metrics to assess which content resonated with audiences, what time of day
presenters had audiences engaging more, which demographic brackets are having
positive responses, and context towards improvement. This data detailing at length
promotes constant optimization. Additionally, social media is driven by algorithmic ad
targeting so audiences can be targeted based on influences like age bracket, location,
interests, past purchases, and online behaviour if necessary. Campaigns are being
presented to the most relevant audiences. All of this benefits the brand as the targeting
technology presents greater ROI, more efficient budget spending, and ultimately a

greater presence of the brand in the marketplace.

1.3.6 Cost — Effectiveness

Another major benefit of social media is that it has made things more affordable
than traditional marketing routes such as print, television, or radio. While top-tier
corporate brands can still afford to pay for high-end television commercials and
billboards, social media offers less expensive marketing opportunities to all businesses.
Small and medium-sized companies can launch exciting and compelling campaigns
without spending exorbitantly, using features like influencer campaigns, sponsored
posts, and boosted stories, while still being conscious of what it costs. When a brand
posts something viral, or a company runs a campaign that is just perfectly timed, the
return can be substantial, and surpasses the initial investment. In addition, many
engagement ideas, such as hashtags, community groups, story polls, and content
challenges only require creativity - not a big budget. The relativity of cost with social
media plays a key role in helping new brands gain traction and compete effectively

within their category in saturated markets.
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In the world of reputation management and crisis response, social media plays a
pivotal role. Brand responsiveness in the midst of crisis can play a large role in the
public's overall impression of your brand. When negative events or negative feedback
occurs, a brand's responsiveness can either help relieve the situation or heighten the
concern. Social media enables instantaneous and transparent communication. Brands
can provide statements, apologies, explanations, or corrective actions concurrently to
the event, taking accountability concerns for their stakeholders. This quick
communication aids in controlling the potential reputation damage, rebuilding public
trust, and displaying protected ethics. Established brands including Nike, Zomato, and
PepsiCo have all strategically used social media to either shut down a controversial
discussion or clarify misinformation, demonstrating that transparency and adaptability

are fundamental tenets of reputation management in the age of the modern corporation.

Encouraging website traffic and conversion is another vital role that social media
plays in a brand's success story. Many times social media is the top of the marketing
funnel, generating interest and driving it to take action. Features such as swipe-up links,
CTA buttons, shoppable tags, and links that are embedded into content make social
platforms a natural bridge from interest to action. When layered with a brand's content
marketing it's possible for social channels to generate traffic to websites, landing pages,
e-commerce portals, blogs, and newsletters. Social commerce platforms like Instagram
Shopping or Pinterest's Product Pins have simplified the purchase journey to a few
simple taps once that initial inspiration is captured. Retargeting ads, utilizing dynamic
product recommendations and other called action tools will help to increase conversions
rates of the brands by reminding users of products previously viewed or abandoned

carts.
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In addition, stories and emotional branding on social media makes it possible for

organizations to go from transactional (exchanges and relationships) to experiential and
emotional interactions. Good stories create a narrative arc for people to relate to, have
empathy for or rally behind. Long caption stories, visual stories, influencer diaries, ad
episodic stories help create meaning beyond producing and directing products or a
collection. Campaigns based on social cause, sustainability, empowerment, and
inclusivity have a strong rationale and value orientation, which resonates deeper with
the growing number of consumers who being more values-driven. Social media enables
this to be told from the viewpoint of the customer in a participatory environment, where
they can comment, share, and co-create. Therefore, emotional storytelling through
social media becomes a valuable asset in building brand love, advocacy and long-term

loyalty.

Looking forward in the future, emerging technology trends, including artificial
intelligence, augmented reality, and social commerce, will only strengthen the brand-
building capabilities of social media. Al-driven chatbots offer instantaneous customer
service regardless of time zones, enhancing responsiveness and convenience.
Augmented reality filters and try-on options allow users to interact with products in
immersive ways, combining digital retail with physical actions. Social commerce
integrations—where payments are completely processed in-platform—shift traditional e-
commerce journeys. All of these trends point toward an increasingly blurred line
between social interaction and business purchase, delinking social media from
marketing, and connecting it to broader business activity.
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Let’s Sum Up

The section closing, social media has fundamentally changed how we build
brands. It provides a multidimensional space for visibility, engagement, identity use,
relationship management, targeting, and crisis management. It is more than a one-way
broadcast tool, it is a living and breathing extension of your brand's personality, voice,
and values. In an era characterized by attention fragmentation and consumer loyalty.
Being able to communicate, listen, have an opinion, and change or adapt on social
media is invaluable. Brands that embrace and thrive within this new landscape will not
only gain a competitive edge; they will build communities, move people, and spark
cultural conversations. As digital ecosystems continue to evolve and broaden, social
media's place in brand building will only deepen, becoming more complex and rich in
potential, but always remaining central to the ongoing pursuit of brand relevance and

longevity in an increasingly digital world.

Check Your Progress — QUIZ 3
Choose the correct answer
1. What is the primary benefit of social media in brand building?
A) Visibility B) Ignorance
C) Expense D) Isolation

2. Which aspect of a brand is most strengthened through consistent social media

presence?
A) ldentity B) Ambiguity
C) Secrecy D) Irrelevance

3. Which of the following is crucial for brand loyalty on social media?
A) Engagement B) Delay

C) Avoidance D) Neglect
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4. What does user-generated content primarily contribute to brand building?
A) Trust B) Spam
C) Fraud D) Noise

5. What marketing style does social media primarily promote for branding?
A) Interactive B) Passive

C) Static D) Inactive

Algorithms and trends in social media are continuously changing the rules of the

game in the world of digital advertising regarding visibility of content and audience
engagement. A news story designed to be read by millions of people, many times a day
via Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, X (formerly Twitter), and LinkedIn, begs the
guestion of how these platforms discern what gets attention and what gets ignored—we
cannot assume the audience is seeing everything at random, in actuality, the platforms
employ more sophisticated algorithmic algorithms in which they curate the audiences
feeds and deduce the relevance of every post as well as the relevance of each person
to what they are posting on which their followers see. Aliud, trends occurring in social
media determine what is 'in', 'viral', and contemporary and culturally relevant. When
taken together, algorithms and trends work together and, symbiotically shape user
behaviour, brand identity, and transform communications in the digital space. From a
marketing, influencing, or strategic perspective understanding how the two work
together are as crucial as ever—it is not an option if competition exists in an under-

saturated fast-moving attention based digital economy.

Social media algorithms are complex, Al-based computational systems that

organize and personalize content for users. As compared to the chronological timelines
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popular in the early 2000s, the new algorithms use machine learning to extend user
interest in the platform. Algorithms also evolve continuously based on user actions,
goals of the platform, and trends in new content. Each algorithm serves a unique
purpose: it provides a better user experience, collects advertising revenue, and helps
reach the goals set by the platform to optimize their performance. The algorithm is the
unseen gatekeeper which determines the volume of content produced by various
creators online. It determines the content that will be shown, when it will be shown, and
to whom it will be shown; in short, it censors and dictates the way your digital content is

seen.
1.4.2. Key Functions of Algorithms

The primary intentions of social media algorithms are to improve user experiences and
encourage engagement. One of the most important roles is feed ranking, which ensures
that users see posts first that are most relevant to them, as opposed to the most
recently posted. Typically, the algorithm is programmed to weigh thousands of signals in
milliseconds to determine the order in which posts will appear. Likewise, content
recommendations are essential. An algorithm can provide recommendations for similar
content (whether reels, videos, or photo post) provided the algorithm analyzes and
stores user’s interactions and finds related content. This drastically increases user time
on the platform and helps showcase creators and topics the user would have never

discovered otherwise.

User suggestions are based on similar interests and/or shared connections. This type of
suggestion is advantageous for targeting opportunities in community-building and
networking circles. Another critical function is spam filtering, which protects users from
unsolicited visits from malicious, repetitive, or irrelevant content. Spam filtering adds to
a sense of security and enhances credibility and overall platform safety. Finally, the
most critical function of an algorithm, particularly from a business aspect, is
engagement optimization. When algorithms show users content they are most likely
going to engage with, platforms can correct user engagement and engagement leads to

retention; this leads to ad exposure and monetization.
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Algorithms use a collection of different data points and metrics to define what gets seen.
Engagement rate - likes, comments, shares, saves, and link clicks - is still the key
metric. If a post gets a lot of engagement quickly, it's considered important enough for
the algorithm to push it further. Relevance score is another important parameter. The
algorithm analyzes what a user followed previously and what categories of content are

relevant and gives that post a relevance index.

There are no longer "pure” chronological algorithms. Modern algorithms do leave a
window of opportunity for new posts to test engagement. If a new post gets engagement
quickly in the first few minutes or hours, there is a better chance that post will be
distributed more widely. Engagement history further refines recommendations based on
what the user interacted with previously, by specific user and content structure. Lastly,
content type and format plays a decisive role. For all the platforms, video content -
usually short-form video content - is at the top of the algorithm's preference due to
higher retention rates, and greater potential for virality.

Each major platform has its own algorithmic rules and a host of strategies to achieve
their respective business objectives and target demographic. For Meta's platforms,
Facebook and Instagram, the main focus is on social interaction based on meaningful
relationships. The hierarchy for engagement with social posts is usually comments,
shares, and saves, and finally likes. In particular, Instagram takes into account Reels
and Stories with a reasonable level of completion and expressive engagement such as
emojis or replies. Users' feeds prioritize content from accounts that the user interacts
with most frequently (via direct messaging, profile visits, and multi-comment threads).
Engagement rates can play a key role in whether content reaches the viewer.

YouTube, as the only video-first platform, aligns closely with the watch time algorithm
based on retention (how long video was watched) and CTR (click-through-rate), which
closely resembles engagement. Traditionally, the strong correlation for video
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recommendations relies on videos that encourage viewership. Videos with extended
viewership and interaction tend to be recommended videos in the "Suggested Videos"
section or viewer's homepage. The rollout of YouTube shorts has added an additional
algorithmic capability, tracking additional metrics such as the number of replays/viewers

and rates of swipe-through.

TikTok has one of the new-generation most advanced algorithms and is extremely
responsive to user behavior. TikTok learns from you immediately, measuring your
views, your likes, your replays (your behavior+treatment), and metadata (your hashtags,
captions, music, etc.). The "For You Page" or "FYP" is the center of the TikTok
experience and the heart of the virality of its trends. The algorithm can promote virality
even for accounts that have a small follower count—if an account's content speaks to

the algorithms, it can spread across the platform.

X (formerly Twitter) still revolves around timeliness and engagement. The algorithm
balances real-time content with curated content based on user preferences. An account
can last longer and spread more if the account gets replies, likes, and retweets. The
"For You" tab uses machine learning that blends a user's preferred/real-time updates
with algorithmically recommended content.

On LinkedIn, the platform weights credibility signals like profile completeness,
professional relevance, and engagement on posts and article-sharing metrics. If there is
a post by a user in your network or in your industry with a high number of saves and
comments, that post will be more likely to be featured in feeds (more networking
capacity). Endorsements, job title relevance, and mutual connections help drives reach

as well.
1.4.5. What Are Social Media Trends?

Social media trends are collective behaviors, compositions, styles, topics, or themes
that receive an uptick in attention across an identifiable swath of users. They can be
organic, or they may be driven by the app, or a combination of both. Trends serve as
cultural markers and social groups that Not only can trends influence entertainment

choices, health and wellness decisions, and consumer choices, trends influence more.
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Trends supply the context for content, and point to the content creation that act as a
launch pad for viral activity.

There are several kinds of trends across social media. Content trends include the
occurrence of seemingly popular formats such as lip-sync, “day in the life”, memes, and
before/after or transformation or other visual forms of representation. They create
appealing visuals that seem to drive user emotional to share. Engagement trends are
content that encourages interaction, such as polls, templates in stories, countdowns,

and live Q&As that require users to engage rather than just absorb content.

Platform trends result from the coming of new social applications like Be Real, Threads,
or Lemon8 and new application updates that cause shifts in application interaction, such
as Meta using Al or TikTok adding new editing features. Typically, users become more
active using the new or changing applications. Theme trends include pressure on the
global public or disagree regarding a social theme such as mental health, climate
change, body positivity, or gender identity. These themes often find resonance due to

their emotional depth and social relevance.
1.4.6. How Algorithms Influence Trends
Meaning of Algorithm

An algorithm is a set of rules or instructions used by digital platforms (such as
Google, Instagram, YouTube, TikTok) to decide what content is shown to users, in

what order, and how frequently.
1. Content Visibility

Algorithms decide which posts, videos, or webpages get more visibility.
Content that receives higher likes, shares, comments, or watch time is promoted more.

As a result, such content becomes trending quickly.

2. Personalization of Content
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Algorithms analyze user behavior such as search history, likes, follows, and
viewing time. Based on this data, platforms show personalized content, which

increases user engagement and creates micro-trends for different audience groups.
3. Viral Content Creation

When content performs well in a short time, algorithms push it to a wider
audience. This helps videos, reels, memes, or hashtags go viral, influencing popular

trends across social media platforms.
4. Influence on Consumer Behavior

Algorithms expose users repeatedly to certain products, brands, or ideas. This
repeated exposure shapes consumer preferences, buying decisions, and lifestyle

trends, especially in fashion, food, and technology.
5. Impact on Digital Marketing Strategies

Marketers design content according to algorithm preferences, such as short
videos, high engagement posts, and keyword-rich content. Algorithm changes directly

influence SEO trends, content formats, posting time, and ad strategies.
6. Trend Lifecycle Control

Algorithms can accelerate or reduce the life of a trend. If engagement drops,
the algorithm reduces visibility, causing the trend to fade quickly. Hence, trends today
are short-lived but fast-spreading.

Examples

« TikTok Reels becoming popular due to algorithm preference for short videos
e Instagram hashtags and reels influencing fashion and food trends

e« Google search algorithms influencing trending topics and keywords
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The relationship between algorithms trends is circumstantial and reciprocal.
Once a piece of content begins to get traction, the algorithm promotes the content
further, delivering it to more users who have exhibited similar behavior. This creates a
circular dynamic of high-performing content seen in more and more contexts that leans
towards imitation. TikTok is the best example of this; one creative spin on a trending
song or concept can lead to millions of iterations or user-generated variants in a matter

of days.

Another example of this would be TikTok challenges that include a dance routine,
voiceover or themed skits. These trends gain powerful momentum and visibility,
because significantly more users are receiving algorithmically based promotion, creating
a feedback loop. The "For You Page" is the ultimate example of an algorithms capacity

to be acceleratory; it rewards novelty and interaction.

For platforms like Instagram, making a certain filter or audio track popular is
completely predicated on algorithmally based pushing of high engagement pieces of
content to the top of Reels and Stories. The same can be said for YouTube, where the
trending tab is curated time-sensitive high performing pieces of content to further

pushes successful formats or creators.

Algorithms not only follow trends, they create them. Algorithms establish a
difference by prioritizing formats and interactions (ie., video, photo, comments and
likes), and lead culture toward what is rewarded and what is glossed over to have
creators align to their prompts. Consequently, trends evolve in a feedback loop between
algorithmic preferences and user creativity.

1.4.7. Importance for Digital Marketers

For digital marketers, the need to be aware of and understand the forces of

trends and algorithm to succeed in their campaign.

Algorithms determine visibility, Trends determine permission to relate. Together,
however, they influence the very effectiveness of your digital campaigns, content
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strategies, and consumer messaging. When we consider organic reach, this is largely
contingent on providing platform-appropriate content to follow platform-algorithms. This
means understanding the platform’s emphasis—be it watch time on YouTube, comment

threads on LinkedIn, or music metadata on TikTok.

Audience engagement is another area of consideration. A marketer can spark some
engagement through polls Q&As, and live sessions, as all the aforementioned can
encourage more a two-way communication with the audience and display relevance
which the algorithm measures then contributes to to additional exposure, which
ultimately provides the audience with better connection experiences. The opportunity to
improve ROI on organic and paid campaigns is actually very likely when marketers
provide better alignment between their content and the algorithm’s preferences and
trending formats; for example, implementing a trending meme template into a brand

campaign will provide both relatability and algorithm-push.

Present-relevance also matters. Brands tapping into the current trends or events
show more authenticity and responsiveness. This "real-time" tactic works particularly
well with social platforms XY and Instagram and is rewarded by the newer trend-cycle of
immediacy. Finally, it is important to consider a brand's cross-platform continuity, as this
contributes to brand recall while managing the social nature of the platform or
application. For instance, a YouTube tutorial can be repurposed into Instagram Reels

and Twitter threads without losing thematic coherence.
1.4.8. Strategies to Work with Algorithms

Succeeding in an algorithm-driven environment requires strategic planning.
Consistency in posting helps build familiarity and predictability, which algorithms favor.
Scheduling content at optimal times also increases early engagement, improving the
chances of virality. Strategic use of hashtags—mixing niche, branded, and trending
tags—improves discoverability. While trending hashtags can increase reach, branded
and niche ones foster community and targeted visibility.
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Encouraging two-way engagement is vital. Posts that prompt responses—via questions,
prompts, or polls—signal high user value. Replying to comments and fostering dialogue
can further boost visibility. Leveraging video content is essential in a media environment
where short-form videos dominate. Platforms prioritize video for its high retention rates

and immersive format.

Captions must be optimized with hooks, keywords, and clear calls-to-action
(CTAs). The opening line often determines whether a user will continue engaging, while
CTAs guide desired outcomes such as likes, shares, or purchases. Regularly tracking
analytics using tools like Meta Business Suite, YouTube Studio, or third-party
dashboards allows marketers to refine strategies based on performance data, audience

behavior, and content impact.
1.4.9. Staying Ahead of Trends

Being trend-savvy requires proactive research and experimentation. Marketers
must monitor tools like Google Trends, Exploding Topics, and BuzzSumo to anticipate
emerging themes. Platforms like Trend Hunter offer curated insight into evolving
consumer behaviors and digital content trends. Joining creator communities on Reddit,

Discord, or Clubhouse provides grassroots-level exposure to nascent trends.

Subscribing to official platform blogs or newsletters from Meta, TikTok, and YouTube
ensures marketers remain updated on algorithmic changes and new feature rollouts.
Following digital influencers, platform analysts, and marketing thought leaders on

Substack, LinkedIn, or X can also provide trend forecasts and case studies.

Let’s Sum Up

The relationship between algorithms and trends is essential to social media
marketing today. Algorithms generally determine what content gets seen and trends
determine what content resonates. Together, they shape brand performance, audience
interaction and ultimately brand identity online. If you're a marketer, content creator,

every action you chase is ultimately driven by your understanding and manipulation of

57



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1

these interactions to maintain relevance, connection and growth in an increasingly busy
digital world. Now that platforms are being constantly re-evaluated, so too will the
algorithms and trends so the only thing that is certain is the need to continually learn,

test and strategically adapt.

Choose the correct answer

1. What is the primary factor that social media algorithms use to rank content in a user’s

feed?
A) Chronology B) Engagement
C) Design D) Length

2. Which term refers to tailoring content to suit the preferences and behavior of specific

users?
A) Automation B) Personalization
C) Syndication D) Monetization

3. Which of the following platforms primarily introduced the “For You Page” algorithm

trend?

A) Facebook B) Instagram C) TikTok D) LinkedIn
4. The trend where users promote brands by creating and sharing content is called:

A) Broadcasting B) Advertising

C) Influencing D) UGC

5. Which algorithmic update led to reduced organic reach for brand pages on

Facebook?

A) Penguin B) EdgeRank C) RankBrain D) GraphAPI
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1.5: Unit-l Summary

The development of social media in virtual advertisement marks a transformative
change in the interactive, individual-speaking engagement with traditional marketing.
Initially designed for personal communication, structures such as Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, Twitter (X), YouTube, and Tikok have developed in strategic devices for rash
to connect with various audiences. Each platform provides a unique purpose -
Facebook supports focused advertising and community engagement; Instagram Excel
in visual story and impressive outreach; Linkedln completes professional networking
and B2B advertisement; Twitter allows real -time interaction and fashion participation;
YouTube dominates in video content and tutorials for a long time; At the same time,
Tikok, promises on short-shape, viral films are attractive to the young audience. Using
manufacturers allowing to establish social media identity, logo performs an important
task in the building, recognizes the identity, the matter, and the construction accepts the
customers as the correct. Through regular and attractive materials, organizations can
create permanent emotional connections and foster symbol loyalty. Additionally, social
media allows real -time customer comment and service, enhancing the buyer. A major
factor in the success of social media advertisement lies in expertise algorithms and
increasing symptoms. The algorithm determines that users have been fully shown to be
the material based on the factors including relevance, engagement, recurrence and
consumer options. Stay up to date with platform-unique adjustment-it is important to
maximize Instagram's choice-wheel and engagement for the "For You" page algorithm
of Reels or Tikok. The current trend emphasizes quick-form video content, authenticity,

impressive collaboration and user-related material.

1.6 : Glossary

Key word Meaning

Web 2.0 Second generation of internet allowing user interaction, content

sharing, social media.
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Social Networking

Platforms that enable users to build social relations and share

content.

Facebook A platform for networking, groups, business pages,
and ads.

Instagram Visual platform focusing on photos, stories, reels, and influencer
content.

Brand Making consumers recognize and recall your brand

Awareness

Influencer Marketing

Partnering with popular users to promote

brands

Algorithm

A set of rules used by platforms to decide what content to show

users.

User-Generated Content
(UGC)

Content created by users promoting a brand, increasing

authenticity.

1.7: Self-Assessment Questions

Short essay questions

1. What is meant by the evolution of social media in digital marketing?

2. Mention any three features of Instagram that support digital marketing.

3. How does LinkedIn serve as a professional marketing tool?

4. Why is user engagement important in social media algorithms?

5. List any two ways in which social media contributes to brand visibility.

Long essay questions
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Explain the evolution of social media over the past two decades.

UNIT -1

Compare and contrast at least four major social media platforms in terms of features.

Discuss the role of social media in building brand identity and customer loyalty with

examples.

Examine the functioning of social media algorithms and their impact on user

engagement.

Analyze how emerging social media trends influence marketing strategies and brand

storytelling.

1.8: Answers for Check Your Progress

Modules

S.NO

Answer Key

Module -1

C) Facebook

B) TikTok

C) Networking

A) Instagram

B) Live-streaming

Module-2

C) LinkedIn

C) TikTok

A) Twitter

C) Instagram

B) YouTube

Module-3

A) Visibility

A) Identity

A) Engagement

A) Trust

A) Interactive

Module-4

B) Engagement

B) Personalization

W[ N | O & WO N | O B WO N| | O & W N| =

C) TikTok
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4 D) UGC (User-Generated Content)
B) EdgeRank

1.8: Case Study

Case Study 1: Zomato — Leveraging Social Media for Brand Building

Zomato, a leading food delivery platform in India, effectively used
social media marketing to strengthen its brand presence. The company
actively uses platforms such as Twitter (X), Instagram, and Facebook to
engage users through humorous posts, memes, trending topics, and real-

time marketing.
Strategy Used

Adopted a casual and relatable brand voice

Used trending hashtags and events to increase visibility

Leveraged algorithms favoring engagement (likes, retweets,
comments)

Platform-specific content:

o Twitter for witty one-liners

o Instagram for visuals and reels
Questions

1. How did Zomato use social media algorithms to increase content
visibility?

2. ldentify the role of platform-specific content in Zomato’s success.
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3. Explain how social media contributed to Zomato’s brand building.

4. What lessons can other brands learn from Zomato’s social media

strategy?

Case Study 2: Nike — Using Social Media Trends and Platforms for
Global Reach

Nike is a global sports brand that uses multiple social media
platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, and Twitter to promote its
products and brand values. Nike focuses on storytelling, influencer

collaborations, and trend-based content.
Strategy Used

. Created emotionally driven campaigns using storytelling

. Used short-form videos and reels aligned with current trends

. Collaborated with athletes and influencers

. Leveraged algorithms that promote video content and engagement
Questions

1. How did Nike use social media trends to enhance brand visibility?

2. Explain the role of influencers in Nike’s social media marketing

strategy.

3. How do social media algorithms support video-based brand

campaigns?
4. Analyze the importance of storytelling in Nike’s social media success.
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1.10: Open source for e- content link

Topic Link

Strategic Brand | https://vulms.vu.edu.pk/Courses/MKT724/Downloads/Keller%
Management 20Strateqic%20Brand%20Management.pdf

Social Media | https://dde.pondiuni.edu.in/files/StudyMaterials/MBA/MBA3Se
Marketing mesterElective/4SocialMediaMarketing.pdf

Digital Marketing | https://www.hpuniv.ac.in/hpuniv/upload/uploadfiles/files/Digital
and E-Commerce | %20Marketing%20and%20E%20commerce%20MC305(a) co

mpressed(1).pdf
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UNIT OBJECTIVES

This unit aims to develop a comprehensive understanding of social media

content strategy by enabling learners to plan, create, and manage content across

different social media platforms. It focuses on content creation in multiple formats such

as text, images, videos, reels, and stories, helping students understand platform-
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specific requirements and how content type influences reach, engagement, and brand

communication.

Further, the unit seeks to enhance knowledge of social media storytelling and viral
marketing techniques to build emotional connections with audiences. It also aims to
equip learners with practical insights into community building, audience engagement
strategies, and influencer marketing collaborations, enabling them to foster long-term
relationships, improve brand credibility, and drive meaningful interactions in digital

marketing campaigns.

Social Media Content Strategy and Engagement refers to the systematic

planning, creation, distribution, and management of content on social media platforms
with the objective of attracting, engaging, and retaining the target audience while

achieving marketing goals such as brand awareness, trust, and conversions.

Social Media Content Strategy refers to a planned approach to
creating, publishing, and managing content on social media platforms in
order to achieve specific marketing objectives such as brand awareness,

audience engagement, lead generation, and customer retention.

It involves deciding what type of content to post, on which platform, for
whom, when, and why, ensuring that the content is relevant, consistent,

and aligned with the brand’s goals and target audience.
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1. Understanding Target Audience

A content strategy begins with identifying the target audience, including their age,
interests, behavior, and preferred platforms. Understanding the audience helps in

creating relevant content that meets their needs and expectations.
2. Platform-Specific Content Planning

Different social media platforms require different types of content.

Facebook: Informative posts, videos, and community content

Instagram: Images, reels, and stories

Twitter (X): Short text updates and trends

LinkedIn: Professional and educational content

YouTube: Long-form video content

This ensures better reach and engagement.
3. Content Creation Formats

Content can be created in various formats such as text, images, videos, reels,
stories, infographics, and live videos. Using multiple formats keeps the audience

interested and increases visibility.
4. Social Media Storytelling and Viral Marketing

Storytelling uses emotions, real-life experiences, and brand narratives to connect
with audiences. Viral marketing focuses on creating content that is highly shareable,

encouraging users to spread it organically across platforms.

5. Community Building
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Community building involves creating a loyal group of followers who actively
interact with the brand. This is done through regular interaction, responding to

comments, hosting polls, live sessions, and discussion forums.
6. Audience Engagement Strategies

Engagement strategies aim to increase likes, comments, shares, and saves.
Common strategies include interactive content, contests, Q&A sessions, hashtags, and

user-generated content. Higher engagement improves algorithm visibility.
7. Influencer Marketing and Collaborations

Influencer marketing involves collaborating with influencers or content creators
who promote products to their followers. Such collaborations enhance credibility, trust,

and brand reach, especially among niche audiences.
8. Monitoring and Performance Analysis

Performance is measured using metrics such as reach, engagement rate, clicks,
and conversions. Continuous analysis helps in refining content strategy and improving

engagement outcomes.

2.1. 4 Importance of Social Media Content Strategy and Engagement

Builds strong brand identity

e Improves customer relationships

e Increases organic reach

e Enhances customer trust and loyalty
e Supports digital marketing goals

Find out the most critical steps to creating an effective social media content
marketing plan to help drive your business objectives, establish brand credibility, and
foster customer interaction. Social media marketing is a main aspect of an overall

marketing campaign. Within a 2024 Statista survey, 86 percent of companies utilize
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Facebook as part of their marketing campaign, 79 percent use Instagram, and 65

percent use LinkedIn.

If you have an existing company social media profile, you will be required to create a
social media content plan. A social media content plan has the capacity to drive web

traffic and help you acquire new customers and continuously build on existing ones.

Learn how to plan your social media content strategy by the process of defining your

goals, creating a buyer persona, and scheduling a content calendar.
2.1.5 Step-By-Step Guide to Setting a Social Media Content Strategy

More than making content is required to have a successful social media content
strategy. You should confirm the right audience is viewing your content and that you're

spreading the message you intend to spread.

A social media content strategy is your roadmap to optimizing your content—it guides
you in creating your content, connecting it to your audience, times posting for best
viewing, monitoring and evaluating each piece's effectiveness, and scheduling it around

special events and product releases.

Find out more about the planning and execution processes of your social media content

strategy.
Set Up Objectives and Goals.

The first step to creating a content strategy is knowing what you're setting out to
achieve. Your social media content plan should align with your business’s overall
marketing goals and aim to increase your reach and conversions. For example, if one of
your business goals is to boost a particular product’s sales, focus your social media
content on promoting this product, using external links to sales pages, or driving

customers into your sales funnel.

When setting your objectives, make your objectives SMART (specific, measurable,
achievable, relevant, and time-based) so that you can measure your results numerically.
For instance: Generate 15% more Facebook leads within the next 6 months.
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Determine your target market.

To start creating your content strategy, you must have a idea of what your
customers' motivations and interests are and what they desire. You can conduct
audience research to obtain this customer and audience data, such as their
demographics, for instance, age, gender, profession, location, and interests. You can
conduct this research by speaking with your customers using surveys and focus groups
and using analytics tools to explore past data regarding who visits your website and
purchases something.

Having this data about your audience and customers enables you to build a
buyer persona, a theoretical character of your ideal customer. Shaping your content
strategy around users of this persona will enable you to streamline your marketing

processes and write content that is suitable for them.
Select the right platforms and content types.

Developing your buyer persona will make you know where you need to bring
your brand out because you know their interest and age and can market to their interest
and which social media they use. For instance, if your target is 17-19 and likes short
video clips, maybe you can locate them on TikTok. LinkedIn would be a great one for

you, though, if your target is business owners, or business-to-business (B2B) sales.

Once you know what social websites your target audience uses, look at your
business, the kind of content you need to create, and which one is going to feature that
kind of content. You don't necessarily need to be on them all, but you may select more
than one. Some items and products are appropriate for different sites. For instance,
companies offering photo and video material for sale in the retail, food and beverage,
and luxury sectors flourish on Instagram due to the fact that it is image-based. But if you
own a business-to-business professional services firm, you may fair well on LinkedIn
since it's best for establishing professional relationships, which are responsible for most
B2B marketing leads and enjoy the highest visitor-to-lead conversion rate of all social

media sites. You can then review each site and decide how you will use them.
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Consider which types of content your audience will enjoy and will effectively
showcase your products and brand. These might include:

e Written copy, such as blogs, articles, and guides

e Images

e Infographics

e Short videos or reels

e Video stories

e User-generated content (UGC), such as customers’ photos and videos, or
product reviews

e Reposts

e Influencer content and partnerships and Live streams.

Now that you have determined the nature of content you will create and the
platforms on which you will develop a following, it is time to schedule the content.
Scheduling and planning for content creation and release means deciding what to
publish and when to publish it, thus influencing the performance of the content. When
you organize your content, consider your buyer persona and the things they like to do
and are interested in, and produce content with them in mind, making sure that it serves
the purposes of your company. You can monitor hashtags so you can observe what
similar content your competition is posting and the success they are having and apply
the most popular ones to your own work. You can use tools as well to brainstorm and

develop content.

Planning and scheduling your content streamlines activities and avoids last-
minute moments of confusion on what to publish. It also enables you to create
campaigns according to your company objectives on several channels. For example, in
a new product launch, your content can be centered on the new product from the pre-
launch date until the actual launch day, creating momentum and buzz for purchasing

among your customers.
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Design a content calendar.

Plotting out your content ahead of time keeps everything in order and on track. A
good content plan also involves a content calendar, or plan of when to publish each
piece of social media content. You can plot your content calendar in an Excel worksheet

or in a specialized template.

You will plan your content against major dates, like holidays, product release dates, and
business objectives. You can then determine posting frequency based on your
marketing objectives and include the timeline in your content calendar—logging each
post's date and time posted, images or videos needed, captions, and hashtags.

Planning your content calendar will take you too long if you have numerous
social media platforms to post on. To simplify the process, you can use posting software
and content calendar tools, such as Buffer or Hootsuite. The software enables you to
input your posts into a calendar, and the program will post each item of content on the
specific social media platform on the given date and time.

Measure performance and track analytics.

Your social media content strategy must be adaptable and based on what is

effective and ineffective.

You must monitor and analyze the most important metrics to determine whether your
content is effective in assisting you in meeting your objectives, such as enhancing
return on investment (ROI) and enhancing brand awareness. Some of the items that
you would be measuring are engagement, such as likes and comments on a post, clicks
to a sales page or website, and conversion of leads. You can utilize the native social
media analytics of each platform or even Google Analytics to figure out what posts work
best. You can also use a social media management tool, such as Buffer, to track your

metrics across different social media sites all at once.

You can view charts, graphs, and reports to analyze your metrics and use this
data to make decisions, such as repurposing content or changing the content type or
posting time. 1.8. Observe trends in social media content. Social media is ever-
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changing, and there will always be upcoming trends that are emerging. Being up to date
on the trends is important so that you will know what your audience is concerned about
so that you will know whether or not performing the trend is appropriate for your brand.
One of the trends of the moment is videos. TikTok is infamously known for trending
videos, and short-form videos are favored on all social media platforms. Customers

employ the use of videos since they are entertaining and easy to forward and share.

Another trend is the single-platform approach. Platforms like TikTok, which
initially began as a content-sharing app, grew to be much more. Customers can now

buy directly from creators on TikTok, similar to Meta's Facebook Marketplace.

Speak to your audience.

An important aspect of a social media content plan is interaction. Speaking to
your audience enables you to determine if the content is effective or not. With the
creation of content your customers enjoy and interactive content such as polls and
contests, you can boost the engagement and strengthen relationships with your
followers and customers. The engagement increases your reach, which is the number

of people who view your content.

Good social media also includes great customer service and social listening. Your
customers post, message, and converse about your brand; you need to listen to their
conversation and respond positively. Customers adore authenticity, and witnessing a
brand engage and chat with its customers on a platform by responding to questions and
posting UGC, i.e., customer pictures and reviews, and customer videos playing with

products, establishes trust.
Varying Platform Content Creation

Content creation in the digital age is not a set of guidelines. Depending on the
platform whether it is Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn, or upcoming
apps like TikTok, each one of them has a different algorithm, user activity, and content
type. Thus, effective digital marketers, educators, influencers, and brands ought to

make their content vary depending on the needs and requirements of the respective
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platform. This chapter discusses the process, procedure, and best practices of
developing content in the form of text, images, videos, reels, and stories on any digital

platform.

Text-Based Content

Text is the basic form of content and is just as critical for all platforms. Even
though the demand for visual content is growing, successful copywriting decides the
impact and success of the message.

e Clarity and Brevity: Particularly on social media sites like Twitter (now X), where
the character count is low.

e Engagement with Discourse: Questions, hashtags, emojis (where applicable),
and being conversational engage people more.

e Value-driven: Informational, knowledge-sharing, or funny content receives more

engagement and shares.

SEO Optimisation: In websites, blogs, and LinkedIn posts, using keywords

applicable to the correct topic enhances visibility.

e Twitter/X: Use concise, to-the-point statements, and trending hashtags.

e LinkedIn: Storytelling, formal, and long content for sharing information.

e Instagram Captions: Emotional or humorous text that accompanies the photo;
usually contains CTAs (Call to Actions).

e Blogs/Websites: Long, well-researched posts with subheadings, bullet points,
and metadata.

Visual content is an extremely powerful vehicle for storytelling and branding.
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Visuals capture people's attention quickly and are able to convey more information than

words can do.
Characteristics of Strong Visual Content:

High Quality: Quality matters, thus understanding that quality at lower pixels (dpi) still

can be seen as a professional, which looks better.

Brand Consistency: Consistency in terminology, color combination, logo and font in

visuals.

Relevance: Each images - and most visual content, needs to have a direct correlation

with the subject and purpose of the post.

High Emotional Response: Human-centered, emotive images generally perform
better.

Types of visual content and where might you use these:

Infographics: Best for instructional purposes and generally is most shared on

Pinterest, LinkedIn and Facebook.

Memes: Best for humour and relatability; these are best used on Instagram,

Facebook and Twitter.

Quotes and News Announcements: Simple, branded templates usually work best for

Instagram and Facebook.

Online tools such as Canva, Photoshop, and Figma can assist in designing good
images within a specified size (i.e. a perfect square at 1080 pixels x 1080 pixels for

Instagram).

Video content is the most engaging format in any media form. It allows for deeper
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storytelling and more emotion.
Types of Video:

Explainer Video: Short videos that explain a topic to a user; they should ideally reside

on YouTube and LinkedIn
Product Demos: Preferred on e-commerce sites, websites, and Instagram.
Live Video: In real-time; executed well in Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube.

Behind-The-Scenes Videos (BTS): Most relevant for reality, and shared experience in
Instagram Stories and Reels.

Best practices:
Hook in the first 5 seconds: Our attention span is short; make it worthwhile.
Subtitles: Most people view video silently, especially on mobile.

Vertical versus horizontal: Vertical (9:16) video is used for mobile screens like

Instagram Stories and TikTok; horizontal is used for YouTube (16:9).

Edit video content using apps such as In Shot, Adobe Premiere Pro, Cap Cut,
and Final Cut Pro.

Reels and Short Videos: Instagram Reels, YouTube Shorts, and TikToks are a game-
changer for video marketing, delivering short, promotional, interactive, and mobile-first
video marketing.

Important items to consider:

Length: Generally 60 seconds or less.

Trending: Using trending audio or challenges, provides optimal reach.
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Captions & quick cuts: Engaging content keeps the attention active and get the
content read.

Beginning, middle, and end: Having a narrative, even in 15 seconds, creates a bigger
impact.

Consider this when creating a strategy:

Post consistently, 3-5 times a week, it keeps new content fresh.

Engaging but relevant music and effects.

Get people to care with relatable and shareable content.

Hashtags are vital for reach.

Reels are ideal for tips and tricks, tutorial videos, transformations, or a great brand

message.
2.1.13. Stories (Ephemeral Content)

The stories feature on Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp and Snapchat is

ephemeral (usually 24 hours), but extremely interactive.
Features of stories:

Brief and Authentic: Behind-the-scenes, updates, shout-outs, polling.

Interactive features: Stickers, polling, quizzing, and countdowns to increase

engagement.
Sequential: Can be used to build multi-part stories or announcements.
Direct response: "DM me" CTAs or swipe-up links to ask for action immediately.

Stories are a great fit for event coverage, launching new products, live communications,

or quick feedback loops.

Table 1.1. Platform-Wise Strategy Summary

Platform Ideal Content Type Key Features

Instagram Reels, Stories, Images Visual storytelling,
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hashtags, music
Videos, Live, Text, Community building,
Facebook _
Stories group engagement
' Timeliness, trends, real-
Twitter/X Text, Threads, Images _
time updates
) Depth of content,
YouTube Long and short videos o
subscriptions
. _ ' Professional tone,
LinkedIn Articles, Text, Videos _
thought leadership
. Reels, Challenges, Trends, creativity, short
TikTok
Dances form only
) ) Visual discovery,
Pinterest Images, Infographics
evergreen content

2.1.14. Cross-Platform Content Creation ldeas

Don't Repost, Repurpose: You may have a piece of content that may be reused
and repurposed for another type of platform. For instance a blog post may be reused
and repurposed as an infographic, a series of tweets or a YouTube script, statistics

permit you to accomplish many things from one piece of content.

Make it Consistent with Brand Voice: Consistent tone, style and value can establish
trust with an audience.

Track Performance: Analyze your growth, engagement or conversions. For example,
Facebook has its own pixel, LinkedIn provides Page analytics, and Twitter has its
analytics.

Test and Refine: Use A/B testing with captions, visuals, and formats to see what works
best.
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2.1.15. Planning and Calendar

Quality content needs to be planned and scheduled regularly in order to create
consistency, as well as a plethora of different content types. content calendar is a great

way to lay out your themes and when you have planned them going forward.

Theme Planning: You may want to lay out themes on certain dates (Motivation Monday,

Tutorial Thursday, trending content).
Scheduling Tool: Buffer, Hootsuite, Later, etc. allow you to schedule posts in advance.

Content Type Balance: You want to schedule a balance between promotional,

informative, and engaging content.

Creating content in different mediums is equal parts art and science. Having said
that, purely creative thinking helps make content interesting, fitting into the framework of
a medium and user behavior is where you gain your success. The most common
electronic communicational mediums nas follow, text, image, video, reels, and stories.
By delivering your content in the best format, creator and business can maximize
engagement, create lasting relationships, and efficiently achieve their communication

objectives in an ever-evolving digital world.
Let’s Sum Up

Creating content is at the core of any successful social media strategy, but
presenting good content to the right platform is fundamental to engaging with an
audience. You could create a wide variety of text-based content, that works well on
Twitter and LinkedlIn, as | found that writing concise posts that inform or provoke
thought is effective. Images (eg. infographics, memes) are quick to attract attention on
Instagram and Facebook. Video content (including, short-form and long-form)
dominates context on platforms like YouTube, TikTok, and Instagram Reels - video is
an excellent way to tell a story visually. Also, in the case of Reels and Stories, these are
informal and time limited in terms of duration and posting capabilities, this makes it easy

for brands to share behind-the-scenes content, promotions, or any updates in real time.
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Each of these formats serve unigue purposes: video content can be used to educate or

entertain, images can provoke emotional responses for the audience, while narrative

content creates an element of immediacy. Consequently, understanding the differences

between what an audience might prefer on each social media platform/format, as well

as the potential reach of each platform's algorithm for content creation is important to

ensure your content is maximized for reach, engagement, and brand identity.

Choose the correct answer

1. Which content format is most effective for conveying complex ideas visually?

a) Text

b) Audio c) Hashtag d) Image

2. Instagram Reels are best suited for:

a) Long-form tutorials b) Temporary updates

c¢) Short, engaging videos d) Text posts

3. LinkedIn is primarily used for sharing:

a) Memes

c) Dance videos

4. YouTube is ideal for:

a) Articles

5. Stories are typically:

a) Time-limited

c) Permanent

b) Professional content

d) Short stories

b) Long-form videos c) Reels d) Status updates

b) Hashtag-based

d) Infographics
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With the changing digital era, storytelling has moved beyond the conventional

ways and established for itself a dynamic, energetic space on social media websites.
Social media storytelling refers to the method of developing stories that captivate,
educate, and motivate readers on social websites like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter (X),
TikTok, Linkedln, and YouTube. It is more interactive, visually rich, and frequently
broken up into several formats like posts, reels, stories, and live sessions when
compared to conventional storytelling. For marketing, education, activism, and branding,
social media storytelling is today an essential tool to influence perception, build

emotional connections, and prompt action.

Social media storytelling is not just about releasing lengthy texts or recording
videos. It is an organized, creative way of delivering messages by engaging feelings
and experiences. It is made up of visual, textual, and auditory elements to create

comprehensive, comprehensible narratives that appeal to selected audiences.
In this context, storytelling has:

e Short attention span to overcome: Stories must hook the viewer in the first few
seconds.

o Platform-specific formats: Instagram favors images and short reels, Twitter (X)
supports microblogging, YouTube allows longer videos, etc.

« Real-time engagement: Comments, likes, shares, polls, and direct messages
form part of the storytelling.

e User-generated interaction: Followers or consumers often become part of the
story through tags, shares, or co-creation.
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2.2.2. Elements of Effective Social Media Storytelling

1. A Clear Structure to the Story

Similar to regular stories, social media stories are enhanced with a beginning (hook),
middle (problem or challenge), and an end (solution or call to action). The structure

interacts with the audience and enables the message to develop step by step.
2. Emotional Connection

Social media consumers react violently to emotionally charged content. Humor,
empathy, inspiration, or urgency — emotional narratives are shared, remembered more.

Brands will employ human-interest narratives or backstories to elicit empathy.
1. Authenticity

In the ad-saturated and influencer-dense online environment, truth is the way to go.
Stories with real voices, real people, and real moments resonate more. Social media

fans quickly spot pretentiousness.

2. Visual Engagement
Visuals rule social media. Infographics, carousels, memes, videos, gifs, and animations
are great tools for telling stories. Great visuals combined with great messages activate

engagement.
Platform Optimization
Each platform calls for a different tone and storytelling approach. For example:

e Visual and brief narrative is favored on Instagram and TikTok.
e Professional and motivational narrative is enabled on LinkedIn.
e A mix of text, photos, and links for extended story-telling is enabled on Facebook.

e Twitter (X) is best at concise, punchy story-telling, frequently in threads.
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Sequential Posting: This is the method of delivering a narrative in installments (e.g.,
episodes). Each message expands on the last. Twitter threads or Instagram carousel

posts are good examples.

Live Reels and Stories : Interactive storytelling with features such as Facebook Live,

Instagram Stories, or YouTube Livestreams enables interaction and openness.

Story Highlights and Archives : Instagram enables saving ephemeral stories as
Highlights. Brands use this to build up continuous themes such as product information,

reviews, or backstory tales.

User-Generated Content (UGC): Inviting followers or customers to join in the story by

asking them to make content around a theme or brand builds credibility and community.

Storytelling With Data: Graphics like infographics, animated graphs, or small case
studies can even get data to speak in strong stories. A good data story establishes

context, uncovers a problem, and concludes with conclusions or action.

Brand Building : Storytelling creates brand personality and identity. Tone, themes, and

values for common experience make a brand memorable.

Increased Engagement : Storytelling posts outshine transactional posts. Stories create

reactions, shares, and comments.

Trust and Loyalty: Real and true stories create trust. When brands share failures,

lessons, or customer experience, they appear more human.

Community Building : Social Media Storytelling promotes building a community.
Initiatives such as #ShareYourStory or testimonial moments promote conversation and

a sense of belonging.
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Call to Action and Conversion: A good story can trigger action—the audience to
subscribe, purchase, donate, or share. The story is the emotional pull behind the

rational step.
Examples of Social Media Storytelling

Personal Branding Example: A motivational self-help speaker documents his rags-to-
riches story on LinkedIn in the form of weekly recaps, photo diaries, and reflective

posts, inspiring thousands and building a loyal following.

Corporate Branding Example: A green apparel brand utilizes Instagram to document
the life journey of their garment—from planting organic cotton to last stitth—through

reels, reviews, and infographics, building transparency and loyalty.

Social Campaign Example: A charity utilizes Facebook Stories and YouTube shorts to
post authentic stories of transformation in rural education, emotionally connecting with

donors and escalating fundraising campaigns.

Political or Social Advocacy : Climate activists utilize Twitter threads and TikTok
storytelling to reduce complicated environmental issues into easy-to-consume stories

for younger audiences and initiate movements and awareness.
2.2.5. Challenges in Social Media Storytelling

Content Overload: There are millions of stories competing for attention. Standout
content creation requires creativity and strategy.

Algorithm Changes: Platform algorithms primarily control visibility. Constant
adaptation by storytellers is required.

Short Attention Spans: Stories must be brief but powerful.

Crisis or Misinterpretation: A backfiring or misinterpreted story can damage
reputation.

Best Practices for Impactful Storytelling

« Know Your Audience: Understand demographics, behavior, and preferences.
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« Be Consistent: Maintain consistent brand voice, theme, and values across
platforms.

o Use Multi-format Content: Mix video, text, images, audio, and live interactions.

e Leverage Analytics: Use platform insights to measure engagement, reach, and
conversion.

e« Encourage Interaction: End stories with questions, polls, or calls to share

experiences.

Social media storytelling is not merely about digital presence; it is about building
relationships, shaping identity, and inspiring communities. Whether you’re an educator,
brand, activist, or influencer, mastering storytelling techniques can elevate your impact
and reach. In an era of scrolls and swipes, those who tell great stories leave a lasting

mark.
2.2.6. Viral Marketing: Concept, Strategy, and Impact

Social media storytelling isn't just about existing online; it's about forming
relationships, creating identities, and motivating communities. Teacher, brand, activist,
influencer—no matter what your job, learning to tell wonderful stories can amplify your
reach and influence. In an era of scroll-swipe, everyone with wonderful stories remains

around.
Concept, Strategy, and Effect of Viral Marketing

With the advent of the internet and social media in the online era, marketing has
transformed in a revolutionary manner. One of the most powerful, although extremely
uncertain, tools of internet marketing is viral marketing. Just like a virus, a successful
viral marketing campaign spreads virally and at a rapid growth rate, usually even
beyond the imagination of the marketers themselves. It takes help from word-of-mouth,
social networks, and sharable content to boost brand recall, customer interaction, and

ultimately business success.
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Definition of Viral Marketing

Viral marketing is a technique where content is created so that it gets passed on
widely and rapidly from individual to individual, using mostly web-based media like
social networking sites, email, websites, and cell phone apps. The goal is to make

communications so fascinating, intriguing, or useful that individuals are naturally

motivated to pass them along to others, thus making it more visible exponentially.

« % SMARTPHONE

2.2.7. Major Characteristics of Viral Marketing

1. Shareability: The material has to be very shareable, on the basis of humor, emotion,
surprise, or information.

2. Engagement: It has to grab notice in seconds and induce interaction.

3. Relevance: The content has to appeal to a niche audience.

4. Speed and Reach: Viral campaigns connect millions of individuals in just a fraction
of time with little extra cost.

5. Emotional Trigger: Successful campaigns reach out to emotions like happiness,
nostalgia, fear, or curiosity.

6. Call to Action: As discreet as it gets, a successful viral message encourages users

to "like", "share", "tag", or "comment".

2.2.8. Mechanisms That Cause Content to Go Viral

1. Social Currency: Individuals post content that portrays them in a positive light or
make-believe they know something.
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2. Triggers: Connecting content with communal activities or thoughts (e.g., "Tasty
Tuesday" food clips).

3. Emotion: Information that provokes extreme positive or negative feelings is likely to
be shared.

4. Public Visibility: The more visible a product or information, the more chances it has
to be duplicated and shared.

5. Practical Value: Informative information, advice, or life hacks spread quickly.

6. Storytelling: Information shared in the form of engaging stories is remembered and

shared.

2.2.9. Steps to Create a Viral Marketing Campaign

1. Know Your Audience

Knowing the interests, behavior, and online activities of your viewers is important.
Content should be relevant to their values and interests.

2. Produce Valuable and Diverse Content

Content should provide something unique — an original idea, a different point of view, or
a novel approach to familiar topic matter.

3. Use the Appropriate Platform

Select platforms where the target audience is most engaged — Instagram, YouTube,
TikTok, Facebook, or LinkedIn — and align the content accordingly.

4. Relying on Influencers and Communities

Collaboration with online influencers or reaching out to online communities may
increase the reach of the content in the first place.

5. Make Sharing Easy

Challenges, contests, hashtags, or user-generated content (UGC) campaigns may
encourage sharing and engagement more.

6. Monitor and Optimize

Monitor shares, likes, comments, and click-through rates and optimize in real-time.

Examples of Successful Viral Marketing Campaigns
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1. ALS Ice Bucket Challenge (2014)

Members dove into buckets of ice water on themselves in order to create awareness
about ALS. It raised more than $115 million and became a global phenomenon because
it was interactive and for charity purposes.

2. 0Old Spice —"The Man Your Man Could Smell Like"

Old Spice's tongue-in-cheek and quirky ad became viral, immensely boosting the sale
and popularity of the brand online.

3. Dove's Real Beauty Sketches

This emotional commercial appealed to women's self-esteem and body image. It
connected very well with the target audience and was among the most shared online
commercials.

4.Share a Coke Campaign

Personalizing Coke bottles with famous names, Coca-Cola gave the feeling of

ownership to the consumers to find and share their bottles, causing huge web response.
2.2.10. Advantages of Viral Marketing

Low Cost, High Reach: There is no investment in paid advertising since the audience

itself shares the message.
Brand Awareness: It increases brand recall and visibility in weeks.

Customer Engagement: Interactive content helps build stronger relationships between

the user and brand.

More Website Traffic and Sales: Viral content can drive massive traffic to websites or

landing pages.

SEO Benefits: Viral content tends to attract backlinks, which enhance search engine

rankings.
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Unpredictability: There is no reliable algorithm for virality.
Negative Virality: Content can go viral for the wrong reasons, harming the brand.

Small Lifespan: Viral trends have a very short shelf life; it is hard to keep the audience's

attention after that.
Misinterpretation: Content could be misinterpreted or taken out of context.

Cultural Sensitivity: What works in one geography might offend in another. Global
campaigns need to be carefully worded.

Authenticity: The campaign cannot be misleading, it cannot manipulate the facts.

Transparency: Clarity must be provided with sponsored content and collaborations with

influencers.

Respecting Privacy: Campaigns must not solicit any potentially sensitive personal

data.

Avoiding Exploitation: Marketers should not rely on sensitive issues purely for

attention.
Table2.2.1 Viral Marketing vs. Traditional Marketing
Aspect Viral Marketing Traditional Marketing
Cost Low High
Reach Rapid and exponential Slower, linear growth
User High (users help spread the | Low (one-way
Involvement message) communication)
Control Low (content spreads | High (fully managed by
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organically) brand)

Lifespan Short (trend-based) Longer and more sustained

Viral marketing can be a significant weapon of persuasion, and the potential for a
brand or cause to gain wild success is greater than ever - when done effectively. It
requires a thorough understanding of the target audience, the creation of skilled media
content, and the ability to respond upon engagement with the target audience. While
there are certainly misgivings and uncertainties associated with viral marketing, the
rewards of reach, impact on the brand and potential profitability, make it a viable

strategy in contemporary marketing practice.
Let’s sum Up

Social media storytelling is the practice of developing engaging narratives to
build an emotional connection from audiences to brands, products, or ideas. It is based
on creating more authentic, relatable AND human experiences than traditional
advertising. Digital and social media platforms allow brands to build more engaging
experiences through visuals, videos, testimonials, public attitudes and user-generated
content, while enticing users to participate in an emotional and relational connection
with the brand which fosters greater levels of loyalty. The concept of viral marketing is
related to storytelling but often seen as a spinoff to storytelling. Viral marketing, is taking
the sharing of stories to supercharge brand perceptions, to enable rapid and extensive
sharing of stories in the online market space through social networks. Viral marketing
exploits emotion, humour, controversy or relevance where brands can inspire users to
share content with their followers, thereby expanding the organic reach of the brand
story exponentially from the first touchpoint. Viral content is usually built using memes,
reels and short or longer video formats coupled with pseudo-challenges of something.
Storytelling is often at the base of the successful viral campaigns as the best viral
campaigns link to cultural points of moments or human values. Combined storytelling
and viral marketing provide two important touchpoints for driving brand awareness,
engagement and trust and ultimately an increase in conversions within the crowded

digital landscape.
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Choose the correct answer
1.What is the primary goal of social media storytelling?

A) Sales B) Emotional connection  C) Advertising D) Clickbait
2. Which of the following is most likely to trigger viral marketing?

A) Technical language B) Long reports

C) Emotional content D) Product manuals
3. Viral marketing depends heavily on:

A) Paid ads B) Cold calling

C) Organic sharing D) Customer service
4. A common form of viral content on social media is:

A) Newsletters B) Memes C) Brochures D) Flyers
5. Effective storytelling usually includes:

A) Emotional narrative B) Product specs only

C) Complex charts D) No images

Community building is the activity of establishing or strengthening a sense of
belonging, belief, respect, and active participation among the members of a particular
group. Whether in urban neighborhoods, rural villages, or digital networks, community
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building helps cultivate social capital, strengthen relationships, and encourage collective
action. It is vital in supporting inclusive development, social cohesion, participatory
governance, and sustainable development. In ancient and modern society, societies are
the overall building block of social organization, and efforts at building or rebuilding

them are most crucial for socio-economic development.

Community development is the process of building up the social cohesion of a
group of people who share geography, interests, or concerns. It is not merely physical
expansion or infrastructure, but enabling people to work together, solve problems, and

be engaged in the management of their environments.

It involves:

« Creating connections and trust among members

« Facilitating communication and dialogue

e Encouraging participatory decision-making

« Empowering marginalized and vulnerable sections

« Enhancing cultural identity and collective responsibility

In this way, community building intersects with themes such as civic engagement,

social inclusion, democratic participation, and social capital.
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1. Creating Social Connections: To establish trust and friendship among the various
members.

2. Empowerment: To empower individuals and groups, particularly vulnerable groups,
to control their lives.

3. Participation: To establish democratic decision-making as well as cooperation in
addressing local concerns.

4. Well-being Enrichment: To enhance the quality of life through mutual resources,
social support groups, and reciprocal aid.

5. Inclusive Development: to facilitate everyone in the community to gain from and

engage in economic and social development.

1. Geographical Communities: Rural village communities and urban neighborhood
regions that exist in space.

2. Interest-based Communities: Individuals united by common interests like
environmentalism, women's rights, or youth clubs.

3. Cultural and Identity-based Communities: Religious, caste, linguistic, and tribal
communities.

4. Virtual Communities: Groups linked online by social media, online forums, or virtual

space for sharing knowledge or advocacy.

1. Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD)

Highlights the importance of starting from a communities assets, skills, and strengths
where they are already doing good and not on their needs or deficiencies.

Emphasizes self-leadership and community self-determination based on local

indigenous knowledge.
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2. Needs-Based or Problem-Based Approach

Starts with identifying needs a community faces, then mobilizes resources to meet
those needs.

This approach can be readily observed with relief efforts, rehabilitation and service
delivery.

3. Participatory Development Approach

Participation of community members shapes the plans for development, implementation
of the plans, and monitoring.

Ownership of the plan and accountability is particularly important from people within the
community through the established Panchayati Raj Institutions (like PRIs and SHG -
Self-Help Groups) and through engagement with other NGOS.

4. Rights-Based Approach

The intention of this approach is to build the strength of community members to claim
their rights (to legal rights to economic, social, and cultural rights).

The SILT Gender Justice approach which is rigorously utilized with land right and
education and health advocacy is this example of using a rights-based approach,

typically engaged with, as with other rights.

2.3.5. Strategies and Tools for Community Building

1. Community Mobilization: Mobilization is the process of organizing rallies,
campaigns and awareness drives and meetings to bring people together around on
emerging issues that they care about together.

2. Capacity Building: Capacity building focuses on training sessions, workshops and
various training programs that relate to training leadership and skills.

3. Local Institutions and Local Governance: Local governance systems can be
institutionalized through local government linkages, like Gram Sabahs, Village
Development Committees or Residential Welfare Associations.

4. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA): Participatory rural appraisal (PRA) uses
various methods to achieve better maximum participation in planning, including surveys,

maps, transect walks, seasonal calendars and focus group discussions.
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5. Communication and Media: Community radio, posters, folk media and the internet
can be utilized to circulate information and encourage discussions, through the ethos of
dialogue.

6. Partnerships and Networking: Partnerships and networking will have an overlap, as
establishing a partnership among all of the individuals in the community, NGOs,
government organizations, educational and private sector institutions is an essential

aspect of development in a meaningful and holistic manner.

1. Social Inequality and Exclusion: Caste, class, gender, and ethnicity interests can
limit inclusion and community trust.

2. Resource Availability: Finanial, human, and institutional resources are often not
optimal, especially in marginalized communities.

3. Dependency Syndrome: Long-term reliance on outside assistance can lessen
intrinsic motivation and community accountability.

4. Leadership Boundaries: Power struggles and contested representation can
produce factions that disrupt community cohesion.

5. Cultural Resistance: Traditional values and beliefs will inhibit innovation, especially
when prevailing cultural contexts are conservative or patriarchal.

6. Urbanization and Migration: Urbanization (or migration from rural to urban) is

ungovernable and can erode communities and undermine social capital.

1. Community Members: Being the driver of change, they drive and maintain change

due to their involvement and ownership.

2. Local Leaders: You can be mobilizers, mediators, and agents of change, inclusive,

accountable, with a visionary spirit.
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3. Non Governmental Organizations(NGOs): Non-government Organization and its
group which helps in catalytic action, mobilization of the community, training, and

advocacy to promote its policies.

4. Government Agencies: Hand out the institutional background, the legal framework,

financing and support services in favor of community based action.

5. Educational Institutions: Offer practical knowledge-exchange, record community

action among students and pursue active outreach and extension.

6. The Private Sector and CSR Initiatives: Collaborate in hand with the communities

through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programs to facilitate local development.
2.3.8. India-Best Practices of Community Development

1. Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh Self-Help Group (SHG) Movement: The creation
of self-help groups of micro-credit and business-oriented women are now transforming

the roles played by women and the economic status of women in these areas.

2. Kerala: Kudumbashree mission a local area based poverty eradication and women

empowerment scheme which is motivated by local self-rule.

3. Barefoot College in Rajasthan: They provide training in solar electrification and
water harvesting to rural women, and in particular grandmothers, with a perspective of

having it owned by the community.
4. Tribal Forest Committees under Forest Rights Act:

Empowering tribal societies to jointly manage and conserve forest resources.
Building community is an energetic and ongoing process vital to people-centered
development and social justice. It reinforces the ability of people and groups to express
collectively their needs, claim their rights, and build their futures. In local self-

government, grassroots movements, or cyberspace, community building is the
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cornerstone of a robust, fair, and empowered society. For lasting change, all societies
should not only be envisaged as beneficiaries but should also be development partners.
Audience Participation Strategies

In the age of information overload and attention deficits, audience participation is
a success determinant in communication. Whether through digital media, broadcast,
public speaking, or content marketing, the skill to connect with audiences is critical in
effective  communication, persuasion, and relationship-building for the long haul.
Audience engagement strategies are the deliberate actions and practices applied to
attract, retain, and engage with audiences in a meaningful manner. They allow
communicators to design participatory experiences that facilitate emotional, intellectual,

and behavioral engagement with audiences.
Value of Audience Engagement

Audience engagement is not merely sharing information. It's about knowing what
fascinates, what's expected, and what drives the audience and crafting content that
encourages discussion and feedback. Engaging expertise results in:

Improved rates of content retention
e Emotional connection
e Increased trust and loyalty
e Improved learning and message recall
e Greater behavioral or attitudinal change
In uses such as education, public sector communications, or brand development,

audience engagement can create or kill the program's success.

2.3.9. Key Audience Engagement Principles

Before examining particular strategies, it is essential to be aware of the key
principles of audience engagement:
1. Know Your Audience: Familiarize yourself with demographics, psychographics,
preferences, and media usage behavior.
2. Clarity of Purpose: Define whether the purpose is information, education,

entertainment, persuasion, or stimulating action.

100



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1l

3. Two-way Communication: Engagement is a dialogue, not a speech. It is listening
as much as speaking.

4. Personalization: Personalize content and interaction styles to fit different segments
of audiences.

5. Consistency and Authenticity: Employ a consistent message, tone, and values to
establish credibility.

6. Adaptability: Welcome audience response and shifting trends.
2.2.10. Best Audience Engagement Strategies

1. Storytelling Methods
Storytelling is among the strongest engagement tools. Stories humanize

information, make them emotional, and allow individuals to connect with the message.
Employ stories with common characters and everyday situations.

e Add conflict, resolution, and emotional journeys.

e Use personal experiences and testimonials.

e Visuals, infographics, or slides used for visual narrative engage even more.

2. Interactive Content

Interactive content brings passive consumers to life as active participants. It makes it
a hands-on experience.

e Utilize quizzes, polls, surveys, and games.

e Make digital media interactive (e.g., image carousels, hover effects).

e Utilize live Q&A, webinars, or discussion where audience members can

participate.

3. Visual and Multimedia Elements
Visual content grabs attention faster and more strongly than text.
e Use high-definition photos, graphs, videos, and animations.
¢ Incorporate sound-visual content for sensory interaction.

e Use visual metaphors to symbolize abstract ideas.
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4. Call-to-Action (CTA)

Call-to-action encourages the audience to the next step—either to share, comment,
subscribe, or make a decision.

e Keep CTAs brief, contextual, and time-sensitive.

e Employ action verbs such as "Join," "Download,"” "Participate," or "Support.”

e Position CTAs strategically in or after the content.
5. Emotional Appeal

Emotional engagement makes messages more memorable and convincing.

e Use empathy, humor, inspiration, or a sense of urgency to move emotions.
e Be mindful of cultural sensitivities and emotional hot buttons for the target
audience.

e Use images and tone consistent with the emotional message intended.

6. Community Building
Community building among the audience members develops strength in

engagement.

e Establish online forums or social networks.
e Use peer-to-peer interaction, testimonials, and co-creation.

e Reward loyal contributors through features, mention, or rewards.

7. Gamification
Gamification leverages game mechanics in contexts other than games to encourage

engagement.

¢ Implement points systems, leaderboards, challenges, and badges.
e Develop contests with incentives such as prizes or badges.

e Build experiences that encourage mastery, achievement, and fun.

8. Personalization and Segmentation
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Audiences respond more to content that is personally relevant to them.

e Segment audiences on the basis of behavior or preference, using data.
e Personalize content, email newsletters, or recommendations.

e Greet the audience by addressing their names or context.
9. Consistent Communication and Scheduling
Consistency creates familiarity and trust.

e take a consistent publishing or communication frequency.
e tune series formats (e.g., daily challenges, weekly tips).

e talkie timing to user routines and time zones.
10. Use of Influencers and Partnerships

Use of trusted voices can boost engagement.
Collaborate with experts, thought leaders, or influencer personalities.
Employ co-branded content to allocate shared audiences.

Offer joint sessions, interviews, or endorsements.

In order to further fine-tune engagement tactics, there is a need to monitor and

measure performance through quantitative and qualitative metrics:
Engagement Metrics: Likes, shares, comments, time on site, bounce rate, etc.
Conversion Metrics: Click-throughs, sign-ups, purchases.

Feedback: Comments, emails, or feedback through surveys.

Audience Growth: Subscribes/follows over time.
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Make use of analytics tools and audience insights to determine what is working and

what needs improvement.
2.3.11. Challenges in Audience Engagement

While numerous strategies are possible, there are some difficulties that may get in the

way of effective engagement:

Content Saturation: With everything on the web, attracting notice is more difficult.
Changing Algorithms: Social media websites change content visibility rules often.
Audience Diversity: One message won't resonate with a large diverse group.
Short Attention Spans: Content needs to provide value fast or be ignored.

These are overcome with creativity, quick responsiveness, and ongoing learning.

Audience engagement is not sporadic but a continuous process of interaction,
accommodation, and connection. It requires careful planning, thorough knowledge of
the audience, and innovative application of tools and technologies. With the
participatory culture age, in which audiences believe they are to be heard and interacted
with, engagement is no longer a option but imperative. Whether in classrooms,
newsrooms, boardrooms, or cyberspace, successful communicators are those who can

create compelling experiences that educate, motivate, and empower their audience.

Let’s Sum Up

Building communities and engaging an audience are critical parts of a social media
strategy and involve building a loyal audience or community, a typically interactive and
trusting relationship between a brand and its audience (like to value sharing, human
connections). One way to build communities is to create places, such as Facebook
Groups, Discord channels, or Instagram Lives, where users can connect with people
and feel included. Engagement activities consist of commenting back, collecting insights

and opinions, using polls and Q&As, user-generated content (ugc), and conversations.
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These work to increase brand visibility, build trust, and ultimately encourage long-term
loyalty. The main features of effective engagement are personalized, consistent, and
authentic. Higher levels of engagement will improve reach on most social media
platforms, as most social media algorithms (Instagram and Facebook included) are

designed to reward engagement.

Choose the correct answer

1. What is the main goal of community building in social media?

A) Selling products B) Increasing website traffic

C) Creating brand loyalty D) Posting advertisements

2. Which of the following enhances audience engagement?

A) Ignoring comments B) Posting once a month

C) Sharing user-generated content D) Deleting feedback

3. A key element of successful engagement is:

A) Automation B) Personalization

C) Outsourcing D) Promotion
4. Engagement helps improve visibility because:

A) It decreases post reach B) Algorithms boost interactive content

C) It blocks inactive users D) It promotes ads only

5. Which platform is best known for real-time audience engagement?

A) LinkedIn B) Instagram C) Pinterest D) Quora
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Influence marketing, also known as influencer marketing, and has become a
significant digital marketing strategy. It is all about using influential persons—celebrities,
social media influencers, or content creators, usually—to endorse products, services, or
causes. These influencers are able to influence opinions, drive purchasing behavior,
and earn consumer trust. Partnerships with individuals such as these allow brands to
extend further, build real connections, and generate action beyond what is traditionally
achieved through ad.

In the era of hyper-connectivity, the consumers rely more on individuals they know than
on traditional adverts. This has seen an unprecedented rise in influence marketing and
strategic partnerships, which, in addition to being cost-saving, are personal and
genuine. This chapter goes in-depth into the definition of influence marketing,
categories of influencers, partnership models, strategies, ethics, and its contribution to

brand success.

Influence marketing is social media marketing by endorsement and product
placement of influencers—people purported to have an expert level of knowledge or
social influence in their area of activity. Influencers typically have energetic audiences

on media like Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, X (previously Twitter), and blogs.

The most important rule of this kind of marketing is to establish trust. When an
influencer suggests something or somebody — a brand, product, or service — his or her
followers perceive it as a suggestion and not as an advertisement. That makes the

message stronger and the marketing more efficient.

Influencers are divided by audience size, niche, and engagement rates:
1. Mega Influencers:
e Followers: 1 million+

e Usually celebrities, athletes, or online personalities:
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e Great reach but low engagement rates.

Suitable for brand awareness campaigns.

2. Macro Influencers:

e Followers: 100,000 — 1 million.
e Thought leaders or professional content creators.

e Balance of Reach vs. engagement.

Best for both engagement and brand awareness.
3. Micro Influencers:
e Followers: 10,000 — 100,000.
e Stronger niche expertise with higher engagement.

e Low cost and adored by their communities.

Best suited for targeted campaigns and conversions.

4. Nano Influencers:
e Followers: 1,000 — 10,000.
e Very niche and personal connections with their followers.
e High trust and authenticity.

e Best for hyper-local or grassroots campaigns.

Influence marketing already existed. In the non-digital era, brands used
celebrities as endorsements on television, radio, and newspaper. But the digital era
turned everything around by empowering common people to create influence platforms.
Democratization of content creation through social media enabled hobbyists, experts in
niche areas, and regular people to become influencers in their niche areas.

Platforms like YouTube and Instagram revolutionized content types—vlogs, unboxing,
tutorials, live Q&A, reels, and lots more—so that influencers can connect with
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individuals in a better way. The fame of short-form content, particularly on Instagram

Reels and TikTok, has also impacted the way brands collaborate with influencers.

The most significant objectives of influence marketing are:

Growing Brand Awareness: Influencers are able to make a brand familiar to

new sets of people.

Establishing Brand Authenticity: Influencers establish credibility, and

endorsements feel more authentic.
Generating Traffic and Sales: Influencers share affiliate links or promo codes.

Segmented Audience: Brands can select influencers whose audience is their target

audience.

Generating Engagement: Giveaways, contests, and joint content generate

engagement.

Product Launches: Influencers generate buzz for product launches in the form

of reviews and reveals.

Influencer collaborations exist in a range of styles, based on campaign goals, budget,

and desired results:

1. Sponsored Content: Brands compensate the influencer to produce content

showcasing their product/service.

2. Product Seeding: Brands send freebies to influencers in the hopes of receiving

organic mentions or reviews.
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3. Affiliate Marketing: Influencers receive commissions from unique affiliate links or

promo codes that their followers use.

4. Brand Ambassadorships: Sustained collaborations wherein influencers consistently

represent and endorse a brand.

5. Co-Created Content: Brands and influencers collaborate to develop content of

video, tutorial, or blog form.

6. Event Collaborations: Influencers are invited to product launch, exhibitions, or
experiential events to post live updates.

7. Giveaways and Contests: Influencers create contests to drive follower interaction

and promote brand awareness.

Choosing the appropriate influencer is essential to campaign success. Brands

have a few things to consider:
Relevance: Does the influencer's blog match the personality and values of the brand?
Demographics: Are the influencer's followers the brand's target audience?

Engagement Rate: The engagement rate will usually work better than the number of

followers.
Quality: Is the influencer's content professional, creative, and consistent?
Authenticity: Audiences can spot fake promotions; real voices sound more natural.

Platform Fit: The influencer must be on platforms that are appropriate for the campaign
objectives.

Applications such as BuzzSumo, Upfluence, and AspirelQ assist brands in finding and

researching possible influencers.
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1. Clear Objectives: Establish what the collaboration should do—awareness,

engagement, conversions.

2. Creative Briefs: Give influencers guidelines but freedom to create to preserve

authenticity.

3. KPIs: Key performance indicators can be impressions, clicks, engagement rate,

sales, etc.

4. Develop Relationships: Instead of single transactions, developing long-term
relationships gives greater alignment.

5. Track and Analyze: Measuring success through the usage of analytics software and

see what content performs best.

6. Utilize User-Generated Content (UGC): Get influencers and followers to create

content on behalf of the brand.

7. Transparency and Compliance: Obey advertising regulations; influencers need to
make sponsored arrangements clear by the usage of hashtags such as #Ad or

#Sponsored.

Daniel Wellington: The brand famously constructed its empire through the practice of
giving micro-influencers free watches to post about. The #DanielWellington hashtag

created enormous UGC and exposure.

Nike x Athletes: Nike works with athletes and sports personalities for campaign photo
shoots that show performance and inspiration, which often result in viral content and

highest engagement.
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Fenty Beauty: Rihanna's beauty company collaborated with a multi-racial squad of
beauty YouTube channels and Instagrammers to promote diversity and was critically

successful and customer-trusted.

Influence marketing may be effective, but it is not devoid of ethics:
Disclosure: Influencers should clearly disclose whether content is sponsored so as not
to trick consumers.
Honesty: Promoting products they do not use or do not endorse harms brand and
influencer reputation.
Restraint in Audience Privacy: Campaigns should never manipulate or exploit
personal information.
Inclusion and Diversity: Brands must show representation across abilities, genders,
and cultures.
Regulatory authorities such as the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in the US and the
Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) have released guidelines for responsible

influencer marketing.

Despite all its advantages, there are obstacles:

e Bots and Fake Followers: Influencers pretend their numbers, deceiving brands.

e ROI Measurement: Influencer marketing conversions are often difficult to
measure.

e Performance Saturation: Too much sponsored content leads to viewer fatigue
and mistrust.

e Crisis Management: When any influencer gets involved in a scandal, it reflects

poorly on the brand involved.

All these indicators must be dealt with necessary care and through performance-based

practices by the respective brands.
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2.4.11. Increase in Trends of Influence Marketing

Al-Influencers: Atrtificial Intelligence-driven influencers like Lil Miquela are generating
buzz for endorsement partnerships.

Live Shopping: Influencers engage in live shopping, combining entertainment and
commerce.

Hyperlocal Influencing: Local influencers are being leveraged for their immediate
connect with local audiences.

Sustainability and Social Cause: Cause-based and sustainable-living influencers are
more sought after by mindful brands.

Cross-Platform Strategies: Campaigns are becoming holistic, crossing boundaries of

YouTube, TikTok, Instagram, podcasts, and newsletters.

Influence marketing and collaborations have revolutionized the marketing landscape by
placing human relationships at the center of brand communication. Unlike conventional
marketing, it encourages discussion, trustworthiness, and relative comparison. Strategic
influencer partnerships, when executed with authenticity and well-defined objectives,

can extend brand visibility, credibility, and customer interaction immensely.

As digital platforms continue to advance and consumer attitudes change towards
genuine voices and relevant content, influence marketing will remain at the helm of
determining the future of brand marketing. Brands need to be strategic, responsible,
and creative in the way they partner with influencers and co-create value together for

their respective communities and stakeholders.
Let’s Sum Up

Influencer marketing is a form of marketing that consists of brands partnering
with people who have strong online presences and influence over specific target
audiences. This pinpoints your use of influencers, which can be celebrities or micro-
influencers, who promote your products or services through authentic content on social
media platforms like Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, or blogs. Building trust with

customers, potentially saturating the market, creates new conversions, reach, and
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partners with the influencer's credibility, which could separate your brand from your
competitors. Influencer marketing can come in the form of product reviews, sponsored
social media posts, unboxing videos, giveaways or contests, and so on. Collaborations
with influencers should the be executed with contracts outlining deliverables - offering
insight into the type of content, time of posting, and platform for posting the influencer
will use. Marketers have success when civilly tracking metrics from engagement, reach,
impressions, and ROI. With the rise of user generated content and niche's, influencer
marketing is now a core component for countless digital marketing strategies especially

in fashion, beauty, travel and lifestyle brands.

Check Your Progress Quiz 4

Choose the correct answer

1. What is the main goal of influencer marketing?

a) Reducing production cost b) Increasing direct sales

c) Leveraging trust and reach d) Minimizing employee turnover
2. Which platform is most commonly used for influencer marketing?

a) LinkedIn b) WhatsApp c) Instagram d) Reddit

3. Micro-influencers typically have:

a) Less than 1,000 followers b) 10,000-100,000 followers

c¢) 500,000-1 million followers d) Over 10 million followers
4. Which of the following is not a common form of influencer collaboration?

a) Sponsored posts b) Product placement
c) Giveaways d) Market segmentation
5. A key benefit of influencer collaboration is:
a) Budget reduction b) Targeting mass media

¢) Building authentic engagement d) Automating sales
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Developing a strong social media content strategy and fostering engagement are
critical components of successful digital marketing. Content creation must be tailored to
suit the unique demands of different platforms—ranging from text-based posts on
Twitter and Facebook to visually rich images on Instagram, engaging videos on
YouTube, and short-form content like reels and stories on platforms like Instagram and
Snapchat. . Each type of post requires a relevant tone, style and cadence to make an
impact. Audience engagement and content engagement strongly depend on the use of
storytelling and viral marketing. In telling stories, you want to make connections with
audiences on emotional level and spur conversation and sharing. Large-scale viral
content is based on things that people can identify with, humour, pop cultural reference,
or an emotional appeal that catches user curiosity, and spreads quickly from user-to-
user. Another component of social media is community building and audience
engagement strategy, that isn't simply broadcasting messages, and rather, entails
constantly engaging in conversation, responding to need as it arises and to create value
to build stronger community connection and interaction. Successful engagement
strategy needs to be consistent and frequent to continue interaction and produce a loyal
follower and community of engaged users. User-generation content that could be a
simple Q&A, live chat, contest, poll, etc. is important for building the connection and
maintaining the audience's attention. Influencer marketing has a powerful effect for
extending brand messages into its community through trusted brand ambassadors who
represent the values of the brand and a shared audience. Influencer marketing is a
great way for companies to build authenticity and niche real world engagement. In
summary, we hope this unit gives you some meaningful content to take away for
planning your social media content, understanding storytelling options, building

engagement and community, and building partnerships for social media success.

1.6 : Glossary
Keyword Meaning
Storytelling Crafting a narrative to emotionally connect with audiences.
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Viral Marketing Creating content that spreads quickly and widely online through shares.

Community Creating a loyal group of followers around a brand or cause.

Building

Influencer Promoting products/services through social media personalities with

Marketing loyal followings.

Collaborations Partnerships between brands and influencers or other creators for
mutual benefit.

Reels Short engaging vertical videos on platforms like Instagram.

Short Essay Questions (5 Marks)

1. Define influencer marketing in one sentence.

2. Give two examples of content formats used on TikTok.
3.What does UGC stand for in social media marketing?

4. Name any two strategies for building an online community.
Long Essay Questions (8 Marks)

1. Explain the role of storytelling in social media marketing

2. Analyze the impact of influencer marketing and brand collaborations on consumer trust and

engagement.

3.What are the ethical considerations involved in such partnerships?

1.8: Answers for Check Your Progress

MODULES S.NO ANSWER KEY
1 D. Image
2 C) Short, engaging videos
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Module -1 b) Professional content

b) Long-form videos

A) Time-limited

B) Emotional connection

Module -2 C) Emotional content

C) Organic sharing

B) Memes

A) Emotional narrative

C) Creating brand loyalty

Module -3 C) Sharing user-generated content

B) Personalization

B) Algorithms boost interactive content

B) Instagram

C) Leveraging trust and reach

Module -4 C) Instagram

B) 10,000-100,000 followers

D) Market segmentation

gl Bl WO N | O B WO N | O B WO N | O | W

C) Building authentic engagement

1.9 : Case Study

Case Study 1: Amul — Content Strategy, Storytelling, and Community
Engagement

Amul, one of India’s most iconic brands, has successfully used social media
content strategy to stay relevant for decades. Its famous “Amul Topical” content is

widely shared across Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter (X).
Strategy Adopted

e Text + Image-based content linked to current events
e Strong storytelling using humor and simplicity

o Consistent posting style and brand tone
116



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 1]
o Encouraged audience interaction through relatable posts
Engagement and Community Building

e Regular interaction with followers
« Content aligned with trending topics and social conversations

« High shareability leading to organic reach
Influencer Collaboration

e Indirect influence through pop culture and public figures

« Content often picked up and shared by influencers and media pages
Outcome

e Strong brand recall and loyalty
« High engagement rates without heavy paid promotion

« Amul remains culturally relevant across generations
Outcome-Based Questions

Explain how Amul’s content strategy supports community building.
Identify the role of storytelling in Amul’s social media success.

How does Amul achieve viral marketing through topical content?

0w NP

What lessons can brands learn from Amul’'s engagement strategy?
Case Study 2: Nykaa — Platform-Based Content and Influencer Marketing

Nykaa, an Indian beauty and lifestyle brand, effectively uses Instagram,

YouTube, and Influencer collaborations to engage customers and promote products.
Content Creation for Different Platforms

e Instagram: Reels, stories, product demos

e YouTube: Tutorials, reviews, expert sessions
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o Text captions with beauty tips and product details
Storytelling and Viral Marketing

o Uses customer stories, transformations, and tutorials

o Trend-based reels aligned with platform algorithms
Influencer Marketing and Collaborations

e Collaborates with beauty influencers and micro-influencers

e Influencer-led product launches and reviews
Outcome

« Strong engagement among young consumers
e Increased brand trust and purchase intent

o Growth in followers and online sales
Questions

How does Nykaa customize content for different platforms?
Explain the importance of influencer marketing in Nykaa’s strategy.

How do reels and videos support viral marketing?

w0 N

Analyze the impact of influencer collaborations on audience engagement.

: Open source for e- content link

Social Media | https://www.sendible.com/insights/complete-guide-to-social-media-content

content

Influencer https://demoweb.christuniversity.in/uploads/departmentactivities/INFLUENCER%20MARKETIN
_ G _20220406041518.pdf

marketing

Real-time _ | https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002%2Fmar.21756

Marketing

118


https://www.sendible.com/insights/complete-guide-to-social-media-content
https://demoweb.christuniversity.in/uploads/departmentactivities/INFLUENCER%20MARKETING_20220406041518.pdf
https://demoweb.christuniversity.in/uploads/departmentactivities/INFLUENCER%20MARKETING_20220406041518.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002%2Fmar.21756

CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1l

1.11: References

Berger, Jonah. Contagious: How to Build Word of Mouth in the Digital Age. Simon &

Schuster.
Kumar, V. & Petersen, A. (Eds.). Role of Content in Digital Marketing.

Schaefer, Mark W. Known: The Handbook for Building and Unleashing Your Personal

Brand in the Digital Age.

Ryan, Damian. Understanding Digital Marketing: Marketing Strategies for Engaging

the Digital Generation. Kogan Page.

Qualman, Erik. Socialnomics: How Social Media Transforms the Way We Live and Do
Business. Wiley.

119



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

UNIT - 1ll Social Media Advertising and Paid Campaigns

Social Media Advertising and Paid Campaigns — Overview of Paid Social
Media Advertising (Facebook Ads, Instagram Ads, LinkedIn Ads, YouTube
Ads, etc.) — Targeting, Retargeting, and Customer Segmentation —

Budgeting and Bidding Strategies — A/B Testing and Ad Performance

Optimization
SECTION 3.1 | OVERVIEW OF PAID SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 122
3.1.1 What is Paid Social Media Advertising? 123
3.1.2. Facebook Ads 124
3.1.3. Instagram Ads 125
3.1.4 . LinkedIn Ads 126
3.1.5. YouTube Ads 128
3.1.6. Other Well-Known Platforms - Twitter (Now X) Ads 129
3.1.7. Pinterest Ads 131
3.1.8. Snapchat Ads 132
3.1.9. TikTok Ads 133
3.1.10. Budgeting and Cost Structure 134
3.1.11. Measuring Success: KPIs and Analytics 135
3.1.12, Obstacles and Considerations 136
Let’s Sum Up 138
Check Your Progress — Quiz 1 138
SECTION 3.2: | TARGETING, RETARGETING, AND CUSTOMER 139
SEGMENTATION
3.2.1. Understanding Market Targeting: From Mass to Micro-Targeting | 139
3.2.2. Types of Market Targeting Strategies 140
3.2.3. Customer Segmentation: This is the Success of Targeted 140
Marketing
3.2.4. Form of Customer Segmentation 141
3.2.5. Segmentation Tools and Techniques in the Digital Era 142
3.2.6. What is Retargeting. Mission and Procedure 142
3.2.7. Strategies of Retargeting Types 143
3.2.8 .Why Retarget? 143
3.2.9 .Challenges and Ethical Considerations in Targeting and 144
Retargeting
3.2.10. Best Practices of Successful Targeting and Retargeting 144
Let’s Sum Up 145
Check Your Progress — Quiz 1 146




CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1l
SECTION 3.3 BUDGETING AND BIDDING IN DIGITAL MARKETING 146
3.3.1. The Art of Digital Marketing Budgets 147
3.3.2. Budgetary Allocating Strategies 148
3.3.3. Digital Advertising bind bids Types 149
3.3.4. Bidding Strategies by Platform 150
3.3.5. Smart Bidding: The Rise of Automation 152
3.3.6. Budget Optimization Techniques 153
3.3.7. Forecasting and Predictive Budgeting 155
3.3.8. Predictive Budgeting and Forecasting Tools and Techniques 155
3.3.9. Benefits of Forecasting and Predictive Budgeting in Advertising | 155

Strategy
3.3.10. Bidding and Budgeting Management Tools 156
3.3.11 Common Mistakes in Budgeting and Bidding 158
3.3.12. Integrating Budgeting with ROl Measurement 159
3.3.13 Strategic Recommendations and Future Trends 160
Let’s Sum Up 161
Check Your Progress — Quiz 3 162
SECTION 3.4: | A/BTESTING IN SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 163
3.4.1. The Core Concepts of A/B Testing 163
3.4.2. Designing Effective A/B Tests on Social Media Platforms 164
3.4.3. Types of A/B Tests in Social Media Advertising 165
3.4.4. Challenges in A/B Testing for Social Media Ads 166
3.4.5. Ad Performance Optimization: Beyond A/B Testing 167
3.4.6. Key Metrics for Measuring Ad Performance 168
3.4.7. Automation and Tools for Testing and Optimization 169
3.4.8. Ethical and Privacy Considerations in A/B Testing 170
3.4.9. Future Trends in A/B Testing and Optimization 171
Let’s Sum Up 171
Check Your Progress Quiz 4 172
3.5. Unit Summary 173
3.6. Glossary 174
3.7. Self-Assessment Questions 176
3.8. Answers for Check Your Progress 177
3.9. Case study 178
3.10 . Open source for e- content link
3.11. References

UNIT OBJECTIVES

This unit aims to provide learners with a comprehensive understanding of paid

social media advertising platforms such as Facebook Ads, Instagram Ads, LinkedIn

Ads, and YouTube Ads. It seeks to explain how businesses use these platforms to
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design, launch, and manage paid campaigns for achieving marketing goals such as

brand awareness, lead generation, and conversions.

Further, the unit intends to develop knowledge of targeting, retargeting, and customer
segmentation techniques, enabling students to reach the right audience effectively. It
also aims to familiarize learners with budgeting and bidding strategies, A/B testing, and
ad performance optimization, helping them analyze campaign performance, improve

efficiency, and maximize return on advertising investment.

SECTION 3.1 : OVERVIEW OF PAID SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING

The rapid increase of social media was one of the key changes that have
happened in marketing and communication over the last century. The social media has
had billions of daily active users, which are distributed in platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, Twitter (newly renamed X), LinkedIn, TikTok, and many others,
which has increasingly made organizations use these platforms to reach out to
audience through advertising their products, services, and even messages. Thereby the
social media advertising- a very potent form of advertisement emerged in the digital

space.

Social media marketing refers to using paid advertising material on these social sites to
access a specific group of audiences. In contrast to the conventional forms of
advertising where the messages are simply relayed to a broad audience of viewers,
social media advertisement provides the marketers with the enormous benefit of
pinpoint focus. They may do that on many aspects such as demographics, interest,

online behavior, or even location.

Another aspect of social media advertising is the introduction of paid campaigns. Such
campaigns include strategic planning, budget allocation, development of content, as
well as tracking, with the aim being to reach a given goal, be it raising brand awareness,
creating leads, referral traffic to the site, or improved conversion and sales. Paid

campaigns are also developed in various types (such as sponsored posts, banner ads,
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video ads, carousel ads, story ads, etc.) and are designed to fit peculiarities of the given

platforms and their target audience.

One of the principles of social media advertising is paid campaigns. The campaigns are
well constructed, planned, designed, and tracked in order to achieve planned outcomes,
related to brand awareness, lead generation, traffic generation, or more conversions
and purchases. As the variety of paid campaigns is quite large-one can simply imagine
sponsored posts, banner ads, video ads, carousel ads, story ads, etc.-each will be fully

customized taking into account the specifics of the given platform and its audience.

The paid social campaigns business acts as one of the foundations of the current
advertising ecosystem. Incorporation of paid social media is a must or an integral
component of any digital marketing strategy howadays, whether it is a small business or
a huge multinational enterprise. Engagement in real-time, measuring of the
performance as well as rapid response to changes in consumer behavior and market

trends, all make such advertising campaigns work.

This chapter establishes a building block of understanding what social media
advertising and paid campaigns are about including types, strategies, tools and best
practices. It also looks into some of the marketing concerns in the dynamic social media
world, whereas the attention is diverted towards emerging trends that are defining future

of digital promotion.
3.1.1 What is Paid Social Media Advertising?

Definition and Significance

Social media advertising is the purchase of advertising space at social media sites so
as to market content, products or services to a specified viewership. Paid
advertisements are well-set and optimized unlike organic posts which request free

exposure.
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Importance:
. Resulting in accurate targeting (age, gender, location, interests, behavior).
. Provides rapid brand coverage and scalability of campaigns.

Jobs how many features provide the analytical monitoring.

. Helps with brand awareness as well as conversions.

3.1.2. Facebook Ads

Facebook is a meta platforms Inc-owned social media firm, and since it was
started back in 2004, it has been one of the most influential and strong companies in the
world. As early as 2025, Facebook boasted of over 3.05 billion monthly active users,
thereby, ranking as the current largest social networking site. It is a place of personal
interactions, business communications, content sharing and foremost to mention -
digital marketing. The advertising platform of Facebook is considered one of the most
advanced and data-rich ecosystems in the age of the internet, giving businesses of
every size the reach to highly target their audiences based on location and age, gender,

interests, behaviors, and many more, even down to what they do online.

Facebook Ads work on Meta Ads Manager that is both centralized and integrated so
that Instagram, Messenger, and Meta Audience Network are used at the same time.
Among other things, the advertisers can generate image ads, video ads, carousel ads,
slideshow ads, and collection ads among the varieties of advertisements depending on
the target purpose of brand understanding, website traffic, lead generation, and
conversion. Possibly the strongest value-adds of the platform are its hyper-targeting
capabilities that draws in billions data points to make sure that the users get the relevant
ads. Therefore, the local small business can adopt that targeting application to target
the local consumers within the 5-kilometers radius but a global brand may want to reach

a small target audience in some specific areas on different continents.
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Based on the recent report of the industry, companies invest more than 130 billion on
Facebook advertising with CPCs between 0.94 and 1.72 in 2024 that will vary with
industry and objectives. The average CTR on the system stays somewhere between 0.9
and 1.6 percent with e-commerce, education and health segments keeping over the
platform. Among the greatest strengths of Facebook Ads, comprehensive analytics on
performance tracking is included, including Impressions, Reach, Engagement
conversions, and Return on ad spend (ROAS). They also have the option of an A/B
testing, automatization of budget optimization and application of dynamic creatives to

enhance outcomes.

More privacy has been guaranteed, and an Al-driven ad delivery layer
incorporated in the recent years, and in the foreseeable future, the prioritization of user
consent and disclosure of how the data can be used will be one of the priorities, as with
the new regulations like GDPR and CCPA being introduced on the scene. However
intense the competition among Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube are, Facebook has
free extraordinary reach under supreme targeting and comprehensively supported
advertising that take it a step above in the alphabet-soup of digital advertising as a
paradox. For marketers, it is a go-to place where they can aggressively build enough

demand for their services and keep their brands visible in the digital economy.
3.1.3. Instagram Ads

Launched in 2010 and being acquired by Meta Platforms Inc. (formally Facebook
Inc.) two years after, Instagram has nowadays matured into one of the most powerful
visual-based social media networks. The network has a total of 2.35 billion monthly
active users across the globe as of the early 2025 and therefore is given the rank of
being the second-biggest network in the world after Facebook, YouTube, as well as
WhatsApp. Presenting a perfect medium that allows branding and marketing via very
active activities, Instagram is mostly about sharing the visual content in the form of
photos, videos, Stories, Reels, and carousels to make them appear to the audience of
the age between 18 and 34 that constitutes the major part of its overall population

namely 60% plus.
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The ad functionality available through Instagram is in the Meta Ads network that
provides effective targeting, bidding, and analysis tools. The manufacturing of the ads
may vary in form: companies may create pictures, video advertisements, carousels
(several pictures to scroll through), Reels (short videos), Stories (full-screen vertical
images), Collections, and Explore advertisements. Such advertisements appear in
various sections of the application-feeds, Stories, Reels, and the Explore page, and

they blend with the things people watch.

Instagram advertisements work with the identical brilliant system and targeting as
Facebook. This enables the advertisers to select the audience depending on the various
factors such as age, interests, actions or location and even close profiles. The average
click-through rate of Instagram advert is 0.58 (a higher percentage on video and
stories). In India, a click will range between 5 to 15 rupees and in the US to
approximately 700 rupees to a dollar depending on the type of the business and the

number of advertisements around.

The involvement of the Instagram Reels and collaboration with influencers has made
ads more engaging. According to recent research, Reels receive 22 percent more
attention to advertising than normal feed posts. Moreover, Instagram influencer
marketing is projected to exceed $22 billion in spending globally by the close of 2025
indicating the significance of how it has attracted much attention when it comes to

awareness of brands.

Instagram is a bright and active social media platform to run social media
advertising supported by powerful targeting technology and demographics data. It is
effective in B2C industries such as fashion, beauty, fitness industry, food, travel industry
and lifestyle. Releasing new features and formats every now and then, Instagram
remains one of the best choices of advertisers who need to increase brand exposure,

attract attention of people, and transform younger online users into paying customers.
3.1.4. LinkedIn Ads

The largest professional network globally, which began in 2003 and was
purchased by Microsoft in 2016, LinkedIn has more than 1 billion registered members
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through 2025. It serves the business professionals, job seekers, recruiters, business-to-
business marketers, and industry leaders. It is a platform that has been known to be
professionally focused, industry wise, company wise, and career development. In
contrast to the basic personal interaction and entertainment other social networks are
focused on, LinkedIn is unique in respect of its B2B marketing, talent searching, and

building of a professional image.

Linkedin Ads known as LinkedIn Marketing Solutions, has a powerful line-up of
advertising features. The tools aid businesses to access professional groups having
high buying power and decision-making authority. LinkedIn supports different kinds of
ads. These are Sponsored Content, which is hosting native ads in the feed. Message
Ads are an opportunity that allows an advertiser to send direct messages to users.
Dynamic Ads offer customised advertising displays. The Text Ads are plain ads on a
sidebar. There are also Video Ads. Lead Gen Forms also exist in LinkedIn. These types
assist advertisers to collect user information in the platform. This aspect improves the

number of conversions.

According to recent stats, LinkedIn Ads have an exhaustive user base of more than 1
billion. They are well established in North America, Europe and Asia. The platform
appeals to the following marketers in technology, education, finance, healthcare, and
consultations. These fields employ decision-makers and professionals who frequently
communicate on LinkedIn. According to one research, Linkedln as a source of social
media generated over 80 per cent of B2B leads. This contributes to the fact that it is one
of the preferred platforms when it comes to business oriented campaigns. In regard to
user demographics, LinkedIn has working people in the age category of 25 to 55 years.

Lots of senior-level executives and educated users are present on the platform.

Ad platform of LinkedIn excels in a number of aspects. It provides precise
targeting provisions. By jobtitle, industry, size of the company and professional
interests, advertisers can target. The site does well in B2B marketing. It can also attract
guality leads and not necessarily large number of leads. Its cost per-click (CPC) is often
higher than on other channels such as Facebook or Instagram but effectiveness,

measured by the return on investment (ROI) is usually higher on Linkedin among
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advertisers selling to professionals, business buyers, and high-value service-related

products and services.
3.1.5. YouTube Ads

YouTube is a service that emerged in 2005 and since 2006 has been a
component of Google. It is the largest video-sharing platform and the second-most
visited interest on the Internet after the Google Search. As of 2025, more than 2.7 billion
visit the site on YouTube monthly. It is operated in over 100 nations and it facilitates 80
languages. The site is characterized by a combination of content, which includes
entertainment, education, music, gaming, tutorials, vlogging, and product review.
YouTube proved to be such an indispensable asset in advertising through Google Ads
due to its humongous viewership and interactive video contents. Using YouTube
advertisements, businesses can reach individuals by showing video advertisements

based on their search behaviour, interests, age and other online behaviour.

YouTube has various types of adverts and each advert is customized to achieve
particular marketing objectives. In-stream ads are the videos, which are placed before
or in the middle of the video and allow them to skip after five seconds. When individuals
want to view them advertisers pay. Ads that cannot be skipped take 15-20 seconds and
ensure that the audience can view the whole message. The bumper ads are only six
seconds long, and cannot be skipped, thus they are effective in communicating fast
brand messages. Overlay and other display ads appear either beside or on top of the
video. As the short-form videos appeared, YouTube also created Shorts ads to align the
new trend. During the year 2024 YouTube collected more than 45 billion worldwide
advertising revenue out of which a considerable percentage was as a result of the
mobile devices given the mobile-first nature of YouTube viewers attribute. YouTube
began its operation in 2005, and since 2006, it has comprised part of Google. It is the
largest video-receiving site, and the second-most visited webpage after the Google
Search. YouTube reaches more than 2.7 billion users on a monthly basis. It operates in
over 100 countries and it serves 80 languages. It is a variety platform and the domain of
content covers entertainment, education, music, gaming, tutorials, vlogs, and product

reviews. YouTube with its impressive viewer topping with millions and video content
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around has proved to be an important resource in marketing under Google Ads.
Businesses target people via missionaries through a YouTube ad where they display
video ads based on the search activity, interests, demographics, and online behavior of

those people.

There are various types of advertisements that YouTube provides, each ad is intended
to achieve certain marketing objectives. In-stream ads that can be skipped appear at
the beginning or in course of the videos and allow viewers to pass them after five
seconds. People will choose to watch them but advertisers will pay. Adverts, which
cannot be skipped, take between 15 to 20 seconds and ensure that the audience
watches the whole message. Six seconds long, no-skip bumper ads are effective when
it comes to communicating fast brand messages. Display and overlay advertisements
appear alongside the video or they appear over the video. As the short-form videos took
over, YouTube too brought forth Shorts ads in order to keep up with this current fad.

YouTube has great advertising power with respect to its targeting tools. Such
segmentation can be based on such factor as age, gender, location, interests,
keywords, devices or a remarketing group. It also applies TrueView advertisements that
bills the advertisers when certain behavior is executed by viewers such as clicking the
video/ad or viewing the video until at least 30 seconds of the video. For advertisers, it
provides real-time performance reporting through the connection with Google Analytics
and Google Ads to optimize a campaign. They are able to monitor items such as the
engagement, views, click, conversion or cost per view. YouTube also takes care of the
content producers by enabling them to make money via AdSense to build a constant
number of viewers. This urge of improved content provides an audience that the ad-

makers can target.
3.1.6. Other Well-Known Platforms - Twitter (Now X) Ads

In 2023, Elon Musk changed Twitter's name to X and transformed the platform
into way more than a microblogging site. It was Musk's aim to build an "everything app”,
by adding payments, video streaming, long-from posts, social shopping, and so forth. It
reported 500 million Monthly Active Users(MAU) globally and about **250 million
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accessing it with a reason ** in Q1 2025, making it one of the most popular platforms for
new and public discussions in real-time. While X has undergone major norms shifts and
moved towards a wider application and use cases, it continues to be a valuable platform
for trending news, political discussions, live events, and influencers. It is especially

popular for advertisers generating quick reach and attention.,

X has constructed its advertising vehicle around promoted content - Promoted Posts,
Promoted Accounts and Promoted Trends. The X interface is much less convoluted
than the app-based avalanche imposed by Instagram or TikTok. The ads on X involve
text and ideas, which fits perfectly for people looking for topics surrounding news or
conversation. By 2025, video content and video ads, in collaboration with influencers,
have increased on X - and the platform has developed features that appeal to content
creators and has opened up monetization tools. Its advertising targeting also uses
encouraged interests, keywords, conversations for closely matched audiences and
general location, which allows brands to reach both broad pools and hyper-focused

communities alike.

More recent studies have shown that even static video ads on X have twice the
engagement from viewers. Mobile-friendly formats usually work well on X, such as
vertical videos and GIFs; video ads, depending on content type can be enhanced by
GIF based ads. Advertising revenue saw a slump, however also saw a resurgence
when the social media platforms, previously its own brand, began the rebranding from
early 2023 to late 2024. As of 2025, the platform is back to an impressive $3.5 billion in
total worldwide ad revenue. Some industries that have consistently used X ads primarily
consist of technology, finance, entertainment, and political campaigns who have all
found viable ways of using X as a platform where ubiquitous, immediate interaction is

possible, and shares also travel quickly on the platform.

Despite their concern regarding content moderation, brand safety and platform
policy changes, advertisers are finding value in the flexible, trend-centric features of the
platform in X. Engaging more with its Al-focused tools that enhance creator revenue,

the platform aims to enlarge the way it monetizes and enhance ad products by
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introducing a subscription model (X Premium). All these measures assist it to win in the

dynamic environment of online advertisement.
3.1.7. Pinterest Ads

Pinterest is a social network based on the visual aspect. It works as a search
engine and assists people to discover and save ideas or thoughts in Pins. In contrast to
other social websites whose primary aim is socializing, Pinterest has a more objective
feature browsing. People access it to obtain project ideas, shopping ideas, home design
ideas, lifestyle hacks among others. As of early 2025, Pinterest already has an active
user base of more than 482 million monthly users worldwide. It goes on in such
countries as in the United States, Brazil, Germany and India. It has most users that are
females constituting approximately 60% of the total users with the number of men and
younger users also, including Gen Z, increasing steadily. What is unique about Pinterest
is that 80 per cent of weekly users find new products or brands on it. This makes it a

valuable medium through which advertisers can target people who are willing to buys.

Pinterest Ads is a part of the service. They appear as Promoted Pins, Video Pins,
Shopping Ads, Carousel Ads or Idea Ads taking the form of short step-by-step videos.
These advertisements are located to be at positions such as feeds, search pages, and
related Pins. Pinterest is different in that itcatches individuals during the purchasing
process that influence decisions way before people landing on the website of a brand.
The vast majority of Pinteresters are on it with specific intent either to plan a wedding
and decorate their house, find a recipe or a product. Such targeted campaign results in

higher probabilities of their action.

Ads run on Pinterest Business reports see consideration costs that are 2.3 times better
than other ads. Those running Shopping Ads see a 30% increase in ROAS (return on
ad spending). Pinterest employs robust targeting including keyword targeting, interest
targeting, customer list targeting, and actalike audiences to ensure advertisers are
connecting with the right audience. Its e-commerce integrations with platforms like
Shopify provide a step to connect product catalogs available to Pins allowing small and

medium businesses make it easier for users to shop.
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Pinterest provides a attractive space where ads feel more like content than
distractions to users. It serves as a discovery tool whereby squares contribute to brand
shaping which informs what consumers see as they make buying decisions, leading to
strong outcomes followed by brand-good loyalty.

3.1.8. Snapchat Ads

Snapchat began in the year 2011 and was founded by Reggie Brown, Evan
Spiegel, and Bobby Murphy. It is a messaging application, and it gained popularity due
to its nature of eraseable messages. The photos, videos and texts vanish after being
viewed. As of early 2025, Snapchat enjoys nearly 420 million monthly users across the
world. Gen Z (aged 13 to 24) comprises the majority of its users, so it is one of the
essential applications to reach younger demographics. It has primary tools as Snaps,
Stories, Discover, and Spotlight. They enable the user to creatively transfer video and
embodied pictures that are in real-time.

The advertising solution in Snapchat is facilitated on the Snap Ads Manager. It is an
application that assists companies to create and distribute various forms of
advertisements. These are vertical full-screen videos known as Snap Ads, stories also
known as Story Ads, collection of products known as Collection Ads, product based
advertising known as Dynamic Ads, and augmented reality lenses. What is special
about the advertisements of the Snapchat is the level of augmented reality that it
employs. Brands can exploit this aspect and provide individuals with fun practical

experiences that retain their attention.

According to Snap Inc, people use ARs more than 6 billion times . This brings out
the development potential that the platform can bring to high levels of engagement and
visibility of brands. The self-serve ad tools offered by Snapchat assist one to target the
users based on many factors like age, location, gender, interests, device and even the
behaviors of users. Additionally, the platform also entails pixel tracking and conversion
tracking tools where the performance is analyzed in detail. It has provided Sponsored
Lenses and Filters, which are quite useful to work on launching and brand activation.

Despite the close competition of Snapchat with Tik Tok and Instagram, the company
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occupies a unique niche in the market. It has a combination of privacy-friendly design,
innovative creative tools, and new ad formats. As mobile-first marketing does not leave
the mainstream, Snapchat demonstrates its strength and momentum. It is useful to
advertisers who would like to appeal to younger digital audiences with visual storytelling

and AR interactivity.
3.1.9.TikTok Ads

Tik Tok began to achieve worldwide fame in 2018 when it was released by a
Chinese company called ByteDance . It is now among the largest and rapidly expanding
social sites in the world. By 2025, it will have more than 1.6 billion individuals accessing
it on a monthly basis, and its majority of consumers are in Asia, Europe, and North
America. It is an app with emphasis on short videos, and it has had tremendous impact
on online entertainment. It allows individuals to record and post videos which are
usually funny, innovative, or trending. Its algorithm has a significant contribution to
making people addicted since it displays videos depending on what individuals like.
Users find it interesting that the app understands the type of content that they are

intending to watch quite well thus leading to a interactive experience.

The ad system of TikTok continues to remain more powerful and is evolving rapidly. It
offers numerous advertisement types on its portal named TikTok for Business, which
assists both small and large brands. Such types of ads as In-Feed Ads, Top View Ads,
Brand Takeovers, Branded Hashtag Challenges, and Branded Effects are available.
The additional unique characteristic of In-Feed Ads is that they are indistinguishable to
the user because they appear as ordinary material in their For You feed and enhance
interaction. Top View Ads appears when you open the app attracting maximum
attention to them. Hashtag challenges are branded and they involve the people and
usually they go viral and make the brands attain a wider market. The wide range of
average engagement rate is approximately 17.96 percent on TikTok among micro-
influencers (accounts that follow 10k 100k followers), and this is significantly higher

compared to other platforms, such as Instagram and YouTube.
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Gen Z and Millennials also pay a lot of attention to TikTok as more than 60 percent of
users fall under the 30 age threshold. The content oriented organization enables brands
to carry out campaigns, which seem relatable to the younger generation. On the
platform, the company has its Creator Marketplace, which connects advertisers and
influencers in order to help brands make their paid partnerships seem more authentic.
TikTok Ads have delivered strong ROl numbers performing well in areas like fashion,
beauty, entertainment, and mobile gaming. Recent reports show that TikTok ads
achieve click-through rates 3 to 5 times higher than traditional display ads on other

platforms.

TikTok plays a key role in modern social media marketing strategies. Its
engaging platform, eye-catching ad formats, and strong ability to capture attention give
brands a chance to boost visibility connect with communities, and increase sales in

today’s online-driven economy.
3.1.10. Budgeting and Cost Structure

Social media advertisement budgeting and costing are based on various factors such as
the platform to use, campaign aims and bidding technique, targeted audience, format of
ad and geographical coverage. Majority of the platforms which include Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn, Twitter (X), or TikTok provide some flexibility when it
comes to the budgeting aspect of their advertising where advertisers can either define a
daily budget or a lifetime budget of their campaigns. The most popular pricing models
are CPC (Cost Per Click), CPM (Cost Per Mille or 1,000 impressions), CPA (Cost Per
Acquisition), CPV (Cost Per View) of video materials. By 2025, CPCs have become
wildly different across platforms, with that of Facebook, 5 to 10 rupees, Instagram, 8-12
rupees, LinkedIn, the B2B-driven platform, 25-60 rupees/click, and YouTube on CPCV
of 0.20-0.50 rupees based on targeting requirements and video view rates. Besides,
TikTok advertisements are becoming increasingly popular with CPMs beginning at 50-
150 ranges depending on the quality of ads and competitiveness of the campaign. The
price is also scaled according to the relevance and quality score; the higher-performing
advertisements usually have lower costs as they will be treated better by the algorithm.

Ancillary costs must also be considered by marketers including creative production,
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influencer charges, landing page optimization and analytics tools. A well-researched
budget does not only entail the ad-spend, but also resource reservation to continuously
test, optimize and re-target. Notably, much can be done with the not-so-big budgets so
long as such planning projects are targeted well and optimized in real-time based on the
data analysis. Therefore, it is essential to comprehend the intricate cost encompassing
and then make the advertisement budget in line with definite commercial goals to

maximize ROI on social media advertising.
3.1.11. Measuring Success: KPIs and Analytics

Evaluation of the performance of ad campaigns under the view of social media
advertisement is a significant process, through which the strategies can be optimized,
the costs justified, and the business compliments achieved. That is done with the
implementation of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and analytics tools provided by
Facebook (Meta), Instagram, Twitter (X), LinkedIn, TikTok, and YouTube. KPIs are data
that can be measured by marketers and used to determine the success of a campaign
on ad campaigns throughout the marketing funnel, i.e. awareness to conversion. The
top KPIs are the Impressions, Reach, Click-Through Rate (CTR), Engagement Rate,
Cost Per Click (CPC), Cost Per Mille (CPM), Conversion Rate, and Return on Ad Spend
(ROAS). Each of them means something different. Impressions and reach are how
many human beings saw your advert; CTR and engagement rate means the number of
interested people in what you have to offer; and conversion metrics and ROAS have to
do with money. According to Hootsuite 2025 digital report, the average CTR of FB ads
is 0.90 percent and that of Instagram is 0.70 percent. The average CPC of FB ads is
0.97 dollars but this too depends upon industry as well as region. On TikTok, Instagram
Reels and so on, the engagement rates were superior when there were younger
audiences (Gen Z/Millennials) and consequently, they have value in branding
awareness campaigns. Each platform has platform specific analytics dashboards (Meta
Ads Manager, TikTok Ads Dashboard, Linkedin Campaign manager) that offer
marketers the ability to analyse ad creative, user behaviours, audience demographic
metrics, ad creative performance and real-time budget pacing. By using types of third

party analytics like Google Analytics, HubSpot and/or Adobe Analytics, one can get
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cross platform analytics and even tighten/tune the attribution modeling. Using analytics
and key performance indicators (KPIs), advertisers are able to constantly track and
optimize markers on their campaigns, and report efficiencies to help them eradicate
waste in media investments (e.g. optimization to raise awareness, web traffic,
purchases, etc.) and deliver clearly differentiated experiences to the audience.
Therefore, KPI-based analytics represent not only diagnostics but rather strategic
facilitators that drive both success and viability through social media as natural assets in
the new data-dependent age.

3.1.12. Obstacles and Considerations

Although the media advertising channels have altered our conceptualization of digital
marketing, social media advertising will also have its share of challenges and strategical
implications. Amongst all of these potential setbacks, one of the most instantaneous can
certainly be blamed on the ad fatigue and ad clutter (i.e., flyers on telephone poles).
According to the active number of social media users (DataReportal, January 2025), out
of the total population, about 5.07 billion individuals actively use social media on a
global basis. At any given time, citizens are re-socializing, shopping, laughing, reading,
scrolling, and skimming marketing and sales messages. Besides, due to an unending
supply of marketing and sales messages through various media channels, users are
afforded with endless marketing and as a result, the users have the so-called smaller
attention spans and banner blindness. According to a poll conducted with HubSpot in
2023, 45 percent of those surveyed said that they will not even click on social media

advertising.

The other leading issue is the algorithm-related dependency and randomness in
general. Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and other channels continuously shift their
algorithms in order to focus on the experience of the user; most of the time, such
algorithms shift in favor of de-prioritizing brand content unless that brand is paying to
have a chance to promote. This pushes the brands to a pay-to-play games system, and
at best, the average reach created by a Facebook Page post is 9.21 percent (Hootsuite,

2024), so advertisements are, in a way, obligatory in order to simply be viewed.
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Advertisers are not forgetting that even those, who would love to advertise, are doing so
out of a concern of growing privacy and data use worries. Conferences like the change
in policy announced by Apple that enabled categories of consumers to opt out of the
tracking had the effect of leaving advertisers less able to target ads; Meta stated that its

own loss of revenue in 2022 was up to 10 billion dollars due to the privacy changes..

Precision on audience targeting is yet another consideration that has been brought to
the forefront. Even though there is more granular targeting on social platforms, targeting
criteria are largely based on consumer supplied data, which could be incomplete, or
even misleading. Misleading or incomplete data could result in wasted ad spending and
campaigns served to people who were irrelevant to your product or service. Advertisers
will always view brand safety and content moderation ads as an issue. Brands can be
easily adjusted when ads are served next to controversial content. These unforeseen
issues can still happen on major platforms such as YouTube or X (formerly Twitter), and

they have been inconsistent in their moderation of community guidelines.

Additional to all of these limiting factors, rising CPC and advertising costs in competitive
environments are becoming more of an issue. Cross platform averages for CPC's are
already increasing, with Facebook average CPC rising to $1.72 in 2024. All of the
increased CPC's have made it prohibitve for small businesses to compete meaningfully.
Marketers also struggle with understanding attribution and ROI from their advertising
campaigns relative to a certains level of performmance. Especially when campaigns are
taking place across multiple platforms, often they are not sure which touchpoint resulted

in a positive coersion.

While there is an overwhelming amount of marketing potential across social media
channels, due to ongoing competition, privacy concerns, rising user costs, and shifts in
how users engage with the platform, Facebook - and advertising in general - requires
continual iteration, and investment. To still be present in this crowded market space,
brands first need to think through these obstacles to keep engagement presently

relevant.
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Let’s Sum Up

To sustain growth within this evolving digital ecosystem brands should treat paid social
media advertising as a flexible component powering initiative. Each platform has their
own advantages; Facebook offers robust demographic targeting and YouTube can tell
stories in a visual manner with timeliness. Success necessitates monitoring audience
engagement metrics and modifying ad design/copy while keeping within reasonable
expectations of creativity and responsiveness. To continuously shift how consumers
engage with products/services offered on digital channels, paid ads will be marketed
even more specifically to consumers than shop-front experiences - will blend
seamlessly into daily lives from shopping literally as a hobby to reading about , say,
food/books - however have gone unclaimed because users do not see a way out of

dead-dropped rigid schedules.

Check Your Progress Quiz 1

Choose the correct answer

1. Which platform is most commonly used for paid social media advertising?

A. LinkedIn B. Twitter C. Facebook D. Pinterest
2. What is a key benefit of paid social media ads?

A. Organic reach B. High production cost

C. Targeted audience reach D. Limited formats
3. Which format is NOT typically used in paid ads?

A. Video B. Carousel C. Image D. Podcast
4. Why do businesses prefer paid advertising over organic posts?

A. Longer duration B. Free visibility
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C. Higher reach and engagement D. Less effort

5. What is essential for optimizing paid campaigns?

A. Ignoring analytics B. Posting more often

C. Performance tracking D. Using hashtags

In order to gain and maintain customers, businesses must go beyond traditional

forms of garnering business in this technology-adoptive era. The tactics of targeting and
retargeting as well as customer segmentation have developed into sophisticated
methods that enable marketers to offer more tailored, pertinent, and impactful marketing
initiatives. With followers of a brand shifting between platforms, devices, and even the
method of purchasing something online or using a physical store for shopping, enabling
precise ad targeting has become critical for achieving success in marketing strategies.
All these techniques in unison help businesses streamline their budget spending,

achieve higher return on investment (ROI) and unlock customer retention over time.

Market targeting is where a specific audience base with active customers is
selected first before narrowing down further toward subsets based on age group or
location after which product offerings are made. Traditional mass marketing attempted
to grab input from everyone at once making a single attempt at capturing any
prospective customer’s attention for one advertisement .However due to increased
market saturation as well as demographic shifts led the consumers preference to more
tailored options forcing businesses adapt towards them requiring specific attention
towards each market subset while keeping costs manageable. Thanks to lasers,
election day now faces niche targeted mketch budgets utilizing data gathering
techniques like thumper fuel gauges leading up down finely curated strategic individual
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campaign catering behavioral patterns shown by analytics on streamed content through
apps webs represented via performed shift graph plots. Effective targeting focuses on
very specific aspects like age, gender, income, occupation, lifestyle, interests, and
purchasing behavior. Marketers create buyer personas—detailed profiles that represent

the ideal customer—allowing marketing to be more focused and resonant.

Businesses use different targeting strategies with varying levels of focus:

1. Undifferentiated (Mass) Marketing: This strategy looks at the entire market as one
unit and offers a single product or message to all consumers. While serving many it is
cost-effective but less personalized.

2. Differentiated (Segmented) Marketing: This involves multiple target segments where
each is served differently through separate tailored products. A clothing brand may sell
formal wear to working professionals while marketing streetwear to youth.

3. Concentrated (Niche) Marketing: The business focuses on a single segment that has
very specific needs. Specialization deepens gain in this area allow these businesses to
serve better.

4. Micromarketing (Local/Individual Marketing): Tailoring the marketing effort for given
region or even down to individual recipients words receive precision attention pays off

greatly for its return value spend.

Choosing the right targeting strategy depends on product type, competition, market

size, and the firm’s objectives and resources.

Customer segmentation is the act of differentiating a clientele into individual

groups with shared features. This will assist companies to customise their messages,
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their products and channels of communication to each segment. The single aim of
segmentation is to recognize profitable groups of customers and tailor the marketing
mix that will fulfill their needs. Segmentation helps brands to distribute their resources
better as well as have a better projection of the market trends and behaviors.

3.2.4. Form of Customer Segmentation

1. Demographic Segmentation: Segmentation of population based on the grounds of
age, gender, family size, education, occupation and income. As an example, baby

products can be marketed at parents aged 25-40.

2. Geographic Segmentation Geographic Segmentation takes into consideration the
location where the customer is based: country, state, city, climate, or urban or rural. A

good instance is that the winter clothes advertisements are placed in colder areas.

3. Psychographic Segmentation: Concentrates on how they live, personality, social
status and values. Companies tend to do this so as to appeal to the consumers on an

emotional level.

4. Behavioral Segmentation: The marketing segment on a basis of purchase, brand
loyalty, frequency of use or perceived usefulness. e.g. we can provide frequent
purchase users with loyalty discounts.

5. Technographic Segmentation: Core users that are segmented on the basis of their
technology preferences including the tools they use, operating systems or usage of
apps- it is important during the process of marketing digital products.

6. Firmographic Segmentation: Firmographic segmentation is done according to size,
industry etc. of the company in terms of Employees, Annual revenue etc. in B2B

marketing.

To attain a clearer idea on customer needs and expectations, it is possible to

integrate these types of segmentation in a hybrid strategy.
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In the modern world, customer segmentation is based on data and further
depends on analytics, machine learning, and the customer relationship management
system (CRM). Real time user activity monitoring and segmentation engines Marketers
can track the actual behavior of users and segment users dynamically using tools such
as Google Analytics, HubSpot, Salesforce and Al based segmentation engines. There is
as well a predictive analytic role beyond setting the expectations of customers and
behavior in the future using past data. Data science algorithms use clustering
techniques to identify the natural groupings in large collection of data. By combining the
technologies of Al and big data, hyper-segmentation is introduced, and companies can

define even the micro-segments and serve them with unprecedented accuracy.
Behavioral Targeting-Data Centric Personalization

Behavioral targeting behavioral targeting is a method of target marketing which
employs the consumer behavior data (e.g. browsing history, search patterns, prior
purchases as well as engagement with digital content) to send more personalized
marketing messages. Knowing the interests of the users and also the manner in which
they are visiting websites or social media, the marketers will be in a position to come up
with the content and advertisements, which directly align themselves with the intent. An
example is that when a customer visits travel pages regularly in his or her browser, he
or she can be targeted by brands offering air fares or travel packages. Behavioral
targeting makes it more engaging, enhances customer satisfaction, and leads to a high

rate of conversion.

Remarketing (also referred to as retargeting) is a form of online advertising that

networks bring up once again to a person, after they have already encountered a brand

but have not yet made the conversion (i.e. purchased, signed up or performed an

action). Having finished the sales funnel, the primary objective of retargeting is to

recover the interest of the potential clients and bring them back into the sales funnel. It
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starts by accessing a web site by the user after which a tracking pixel (commonly
through a cookie) is dropped in the user browser. It allows the brand to track the user
throughout the web to appear in a form of targeted advertisement on such platform,
such as Google Display Network, Facebook, or Instagram. These advertisements make
the user remember the product or service they saw, tend to contain offers or incentives
to push one to take action. Another example, retargeting can be extremely efficient, and
the statistics prove that retargeted visitors to the web-site have 70 percent more

chances to convert.

1. Pixel-Based Retargeting: It is a component of code that is applied to monitor the site

visitors and display them advertisements in the future on other platforms.

2. List-Based Retargeting: Employs the use of contact lists, including email subscribers

or clients and displays targeted advertising on social sites.

3. Search Retargeting: It targets the people who did not come to the web site of the

brand but they have searched for particular keywords.

4. Email Retargeting: Retargets (sends message) to users who viewed past messages

and have not made a conversion and urges them to make another click.

5. Dynamic Retargeting: Displays personalized ads of products in which a user was
directly interested in most of the time, and which are frequently employed in e-

commerce websites such as Amazon.

Any strategy could be strong and relevant according to campaign objectives and the

customer journey phase.

More Conversions: Retargeting is believed that it achieves a better conversion rate due

to the increased brand awareness.
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Better ROl The target audience is interested in their offerings and thus the retargeting

becomes cheaper than cold outreach.

Through exposure, brands record an improved brand recall because users become

familiar and thus more willing to engage with a brand and place trust in it.

Personalization: It enables personalized experiences with ads and this enhances

connection and customer happiness.

Multi-Channel Penetration: Retargeting has the ability to be set up across websites,
social media, and email extending the interaction points and message support.

Although targeting and retargeting are beneficial, there are challenges

associated with these behaviours and moral issues. Some of the most critical problems
include privacy issues as regulating measures, such as GDPR and CCPA, prohibit the
use of data, and consumers are getting more conscious of it. The retargeted ads can be
irritating to the consumers or may make them think that they are being followed.
Therefore, they are the key factors to transparency in data collection, possibility to opt-

out, and to limit ad frequency.

There are other aspects of difficulty such as ad fatigue, at which the user gets numb to
frequent messages, and misidentification, at which bots cause inaccuracy to the data
and end up causing inappropriate or untimely targeting. To prevent the loss of the
audience, marketers need to make sure that their plans are made with the help of clean
data that is kept updated and they make sure to segment and retarget them

responsibly.

Marketers ought to observe a number of best practices in order to achieve effective

targeting and retargeting campaigns:
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Build Rich Buyer Personas: Get to know your audience to tailor content and offers.

Use A/B Testing: Do tests with ad creatives, messages and time to see what gives the

best results.

Use Lookalike Audiences: You can look at the platform such as Facebook that gives

you the ability to target the new users resembling your best customers.
Frequency Caps: Do not bombard the users with the same ad too frequently.

Test Performance: Watch performance indicators like click through rate (CTR), cost-per-
acquisition (CPA) and the return on ad spend (ROAS) over time and optimize

campaigns.

Be Compliant: Keep in touch with privacy laws on data and provide users with the

control they want on the use of their data.
Let’s Sum Up

Targeting means identifying and isolating consumers belonging to different
specific groups that are associated with the highest likelihood of consumers positively
responding to a brand's product or message. Targeting will allow businesses to adjust
their existing marketing strategies to fit the preferences and behaviors of certain
customer segments. Retargeting also known as remarketing, is a digital marketing
strategy where the goal is to re-engage users exposed to the brand’s website, social
media accounts or other brand touchpoints but did not convert. Retargeting enables
brands to serve reminders to users using cookies and ads to encourage users to retrace
their steps and take the desired action. Customer segmentation is defined as the
division of a wider customer base into much smaller targeted groups of customers with
common characteristics, demographics, interests, and/or purchase behaviors. This
means maneuvering to provide a more personalized experience, which increases
marketing efficiency and improves customer satisfaction. At this stage, combining

retargeting and customer segmentation enables you to build a more targeted and cost-

effective strategy for improving engagement, conversion rates and customer loyalty.
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Choose the correct answer

1. What is the primary goal of targeting in marketing?
a) Randomization b) Segmentation
c) Focus d) Diversification
2. Retargeting mainly aims at which group of users?
a) New b) Loyal
c) Past d) Unrelated
3. Which technique divides consumers based on shared traits?
a) Branding b) Segmentation
c) Advertising d) Promotion
4. What tool is commonly used in digital retargeting?
a) Cookies b) Flyers
c) Posters d) Coupons
5. Customer segmentation enhances what aspect of marketing?

a) Generalization b) Mass reach

c) Personalization d) Isolation

Any digital marketing strategy includes such concepts as budgeting and bidding
as its key elements. Depending on whether you advertise using Google Ads, Facebook
campaigns, collaborate with influencers, or wish to use programmatic advertising, you

can invest wisely in projects, and bid competitively to drive your returns on investment
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(ROI). Digital platforms, as opposed to conventional media, are real-time controllable,
measurable, and allow freedom of expenditure. The main aim is to balance the cost of
spending and delivering the intended consequence of marketing through conversion,

clicks, engagement, or impressions.
3.3.1. The Art of Digital Marketing Budgets

The twenty first century digital age has made budgetary allocation and budgetary
management on social media marketing an imaginable topic of organization strategy. A
marketing budget is a projected rate of money that is usually allocated on a special
basis of marketing a brand, product or service on different social media sites including
Facebook, Instagram, X (which was once twitter), LinkedIn, YouTube, and Tik Tok. The
increasing attraction towards the methods of data driven, performance based marketing,
has forced the companies to consider social media as being not just a tool of
communication but a definable investment channel. Social media planning and
budgeting implies investing in various areas such as content production, paid
promotion, cooperation with influencers, social media management systems, analytics,
and advertising campaign optimization. The budget planning exercise usually starts with
proper marketing objectives that have been prepared such as brand awareness, lead
generation, engagement, web traffic or direct sales and then cost calculation is then

made on the basis of how much it will cost to achieve that objective in a given time.

One of such factors is the algorithmic dynamic and the ad bidding systems of the
platform that impact cost-per-click (CPC), cost-per-impression (CPM), and the ROAS. It
is also up to businesses to choose between organic growth initiatives and paid adverts
taking into consideration long-term community development and short-term outcomes.
Also, new budgeting frameworks include costs of A/B testing, the cost of influencers,
RTB positioning and contingency prices in case of any sudden change in the campaign.
Successful social media budgeting should be set in motion, be flexible and scalable to
suit changes in social media platforms, changes in consumer behavior and changes to
the competitive market environment. Finally, knowing how to, and doing everything right

on strategic digital marketing budget leads to every rupee or dollar spent to make a
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fostering difference towards the fulfillment of goals in marketing and business in the

fast-paced environment of the social media.
3.3.2. Budgetary Allocating Strategies

Budget planning analyses in terms of digital marketing are significant in defining
the efficiency and productivity of any social media advertising campaign. Such plans
require the strategic allocation of a predetermined advertising budget on channels (i.e.
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Tik Tok), sets of ads, targeting audience,
territory, and the type of content that would give these investments the best returns (i.e.
ROI).

It is important that the budget allocation strategy should correspond with the targets of
the marketing, in general, i.e. brand awareness, lead generation, customer touchpoints,
or direct conversion. In academia, budget allocation can be classified as fixed budget
allocation, flexible allocation and performance based allocation. A fixed budget model
allocates money in an equal or proportional manner across the campaigns which are
usually based on experience or forecasting based models. On the contrary, flexible
allocation makes the budget adjustments at a real-time depending on the results of the

campaign, the reaction of the audience, or the variations in the market dynamics.

Such an approach to budget distribution as performance-based budget allocation could
use data analytics, A/B testing results and predictive algorithms to concentrate the
budget to the sets or platforms that are performing well and diminish lesser or remove
completely underperforming elements. Additionally, the very social media platforms
themselves (i.e. Meta Ads Manager or Google Ads) will have automated systems that
will optimize their budgets in real time by using machine learning to make the necessary

changes.

Secondly, marketers can stick with time-based allocation scheme, spending more
money during the high season or the times of the day, or allocate based on the
audience segmentation, putting an emphasis on the valuable demographic groups
basing on the behavioral knowledge. The academic literature highlights the need of

maintaining constant surveillance and repeated testing in order to guarantee budget

148



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

efficiency, and it is often suggested that key performance indicators (KPIs), such as
cost-per-click (CPC) cost-per-acquisition (CPA), and return on ad spend (ROAS) be
employed in making decisions. To conclude, data-informed, rational, and highly
calculated budget allocation method helps maximize the accuracy, volume, and
efficiency of social media campaign or it is the basic building block in a durable

mechanism of existing digital marketing program.
3.3.3. Digital Advertising bind bids Types

On social media, digital advertising depends mainly on automated bidding
systems whereby the advertisers compete on real-time auctions to display their
advertisements to the targeted crowds. The contracting of various kinds of bidding
strategies is necessary in order to control performance of the campaigns and realize
certain targeted goals in advertising like clicks, conversions, or impressions. The main
categories of the digital advertisement bid are Cost-Per-Click (CPC), Cost-Per-Mille
(CPM) or Cost-Per-Thousand Impressions, Cost-Per-Conversion (CPA) and Cost-Per-

View (CPV) bids which are utilized to accomplish different marketing purposes.

One of the most popular approaches is the Cost-Per-Click (CPC) bidding when an
advertiser is charged only when the user clicks on the advertisement. This is the best
way to send traffic to the websites or landing pages and is particularly successful when
the objective is to engage and not attract people through exposure. Cost-Per-Mille
(CPM) or cost per thousand impressions is generally applicable where the visibility or
recognition of the brand takes priority in the campaign. Advertisers are charged per
thousand views of their ad even when users are not clicking them. CPA (Cost-Per-
Action), or Cost-Per-Acquisition is a model of performance-based bidding where an
advertiser will get charged only after a user has signed up or downloaded an app or
made a purchase. The technique is delicate with conversion-centered campaigns and is
highly sensitive with high ROI once utilized successfully. In the meantime, Cost-Per-
View (CPV) is peculiar to video advertisements and especially such platforms as
YouTube or Facebook, where every time an ad viewer watches a video post at least

some specified time or clicks on it, the advertiser will be charged.

149



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

Recent self-serve advertising systems such as Facebook Ads Manager, Google
Ads, LinkedIin Campaign Manager, and Tik Tok Ads enable advertisers to select either
manual or automatic bidding method: in the former the advertisers have the option to
set the maximum bid they are willing to pay per action, whereas in the latter the
advertising platform can automatically optimize bids for specific performance objectives,
without setting a maximum bid. Target ROAS (Return on Ad Spend) or Target CPA
bidding that have machine learning and enable ads to be presented to users most likely
to produce the desired effect within a specified budget are also supported in some
platforms. Finally, the selection of the most appropriate bidding strategy is based on
multiple factors, among which there are goals of a campaign, user behavior and
platform algorithms, as well as the budget. Proper knowledge of the types of bidding
opportunities not only assists in the process of budgeting but also to reach the metrics-

based and efficient success in social media advertising.
3.3.4. Bidding Strategies by Platform

The quality of winning the bid is an essential factor in social media advertising,
since it defines the way and time that an advertisement will reach a target audience.
Each leading social network has its own advertising auction model, which implies that
ad placements are contested by the advertisers who are considered to bid on them. The
given systems are developed in such a way that they are supposed to pay the best
results to both the advertisers and the users as well as the platforms themselves. The
platform-specific bidding strategies are an important field that marketers need to know
because it contributes to the optimal conversion margins and the overall effectiveness

of the campaign in terms of cost.

Of the key components taken into account during the ad auction offered through Meta
platforms (Facebook and Instagram), three can be distinguished: the amount of the bid,
ad relevance (quality and engagement), and approximate action rate. There are also a
number of bidding strategies which the advertisers can use: lowest Cost (automatic
bidding with the aim to achieve the greatest results with a predefined budget) and cost

cap (average cost per result control). More elaborate techniques such as the "Bid Cap"
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approach, where it enables the advertisers to set the maximum bid per action, is
appropriate in instances where there is tight control of the cost of the campaign. Also,
the aspect of minimum ROAS bidding allows advertisers to guard against the minimum

profitability levels.

YouTube is part of Google and utilizes Smart Bidding, including using Google Ads;
bidding strategy options, such as "Target CPA" (cost per acquisition), and "Target
ROAS" (return on ad spend), or "Maximize Conversions" off of machine learning to
automatically set bids in real-time. Such methods are advantageous to an advertiser
that has had enough historical information, which allows creating a predictive model to

run its campaign more efficiently.

On LinkedIn, with the target of a professional B2B, advertisers are allowed to offer a
manual or automated bid on the goal of actions like clicks, impressions, or leads.
LinkedIn has an option referred to as the enhanced CPC which enables the platform to
make dynamic bid adjustments in order to enhance the chance of conversion. Bidding
costs in LinkedIn are usually bigger than others because of the niche and in some

cases high-value targeting.

X (ex- Twitter) has some bidding strategies like; Auto Bidding,Maximum Bidding, and
Target Cost Bidding. Auto bidding eases the conversion of a campaign and target cost
bidding ensures the average cost per result. The bidding system of twitter is quite
sensitive to trends and spikes, as such real-time optimization is mandatory.

TikTok Ads Manager allows to adjust a bid to the lowest cost, cost cap, and bid cap,
just like Meta. But this bidding system on TikTok puts immense pressure on creation
and watch time, and punishes the output that connects with its mainly Gen Z users. The
algorithm of the platform prefers the ads that make the user interact and its bidding

system varies day-to-day according to the performance and competence of the ad.

Although the principles of the bidding competition of achieving maximum results
with a fixed budget are universal among social media platforms, the specifics of auction

mechanics in social media, user habits, and optimization formulae demand the
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implementation of the specific bidding account strategy. Marketers have to take into
consideration the aim of the campaign, the number of viewers to whom the campaign is
targeted, competition and the amount of information available before they decide on the
type of bidding to be used and to make adjustments as they find necessary. Proper
knowledge of the above mentioned platform-specific approaches would help advertisers
to have a greater success rate in terms of ad placement, cost-effectiveness and

success of an entire campaign.
3.3.5. Smart Bidding: The Rise of Automation

Smart Bidding is a huge step in the direction of automation and algorithm
optimization in advertising on social media. Google is defined as Smart Bidding, is it
utilized in the ad exchange, where machine learning algorithms are employed to
automatically target bids in a specified time period, and intended to increase the
performance of the campaign based on your defined objectives (conversions, clicks,
impressions, or ROAS). This method has become incredibly popular with the
introduction of the more and more advanced advertising tools in the systems of such
social media as Facebook (Meta), Instagram, LinkedIn, and TikTok. In comparison to
manually conducted bids when carried out by the advertiser, who had to continuously
track the performance and manually alter the bid, Smart Bidding uses large data sets
and behavioral knowledge to scale optimisation. These algorithms examine both historic
data and user behavior as well as contextual cues (device, time, location) and future
prediction in order to ensure the most suitable bid at each impression of an
advertisement. Not only will this bring about a higher level of efficiency but also higher
refinement when it comes to targeting the most relevant audience at the most

appropriate time.

Particularly among competitive settings, when the advertisements of different parties
can be demonstrated to a particular customer within nanoseconds, Smart Bidding is
useful. As an example, Facebook has ballooned in popularity due to the Highest Value
bidding strategy, which helps to reach users who can bring the most value to

purchases, whereas Google launched the Performance Max campaigns that have
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automated bidding, targeting audiences, choosing creative, and budget. The
advantages of Smart Bidding are quite high: it decreases the manually intensive work of
marketers, narrows human error, permits real-time adjustment to the market tendencies,
and typically enhances the ROI. But it also requires a good knowledge of algorithmic
behavior, performance analytics, conversion tracking configurations to ensure it is not

misaligned to the aims and objectives of the campaign.

With the regulations on privacy changing and the end of cookies, Smart Bidding
systems are also being modified towards privacy-first models that operate off
aggregated or modeled data. Although there are certain doubts concerning the loss of
control or overdependence on automation, Smart Bidding is still expanding, and these
methods play an increasingly crucial role in the current social media strategy. Its
emergence is one more part of the general shift to automatized digital marketing efforts,
whereby artificial intelligence engulfs manual digital marketing-related processes with

self-optimizing, smart systems.
3.3.6. Budget Optimization Techniques

Optimisation of budgets is a critical part of maximising the return on investment
(ROI) and remaining efficient and scalable. Budget optimization involves planning and
manipulation of the budgetary elements to attain optimal performance of the campaigns,
ad sets, audiences, platforms, and creatives of a budget. It entails regular observation,
reviewing and optimization following the performance standards, campaign goals plus
audience activity. The main objective does not only entail lowering of expenses, but the
benefit which one especially gains when each rupee/ dollar is spent in generating

maximum value in terms of engagement, or conversions, or awareness.

There are some methods of the efficient budget optimization in social media.
Performance-based allocation is one of the standard techniques, applying which
budgets are dynamically moved to high-performing ad sets or creatives, whereas low-
performing ones are paused or adapted. This helps in allocation of funds in areas where
the impact can be measured. Automated bidding options, like cost-cap, bid-cap, lowest-

cost (available in platforms such as Meta Ads Manager), enable an advertiser to
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establish a limit on the most they will bid in an auction, or instead utilize the machine
learning system to invite the advertiser to rely on the automated bidding options, where
the advertiser sets the efficiency limit, and the system will automatically bid in the
auction with the most likely chance to convert. In the same furrow, dayparting-that is,
spending budget on certain days, or certain times when the target audience is active,
has a potential to minimize wastage and enhance efficiency of the advertisements. The
other important method is audience segmentation and retargeting that makes sure that
the budget is spent on the users who are anticipated to convert depending on their
previous behavior. Social media networks such as Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn
provide lookalike audiences and custom targeting settings which allow advertisers to
appeal to audiences similar or who have the highest engagement record. Geo-targeting
and even device-level optimization can save wastes by aiming at the regions or devices
that work only. Moreover, Campaign Budget Optimization (CBO) is an automated
property that automatically allocates budgets to ad sets in real-time depending on the
performance measures. This makes the management of such matters less manual and

more consistent.

Besides platform-specific tools, the A/B testing is used by the marketers to see which
creatives, placements or audience segments are worthy of an increased budget. The
required feedback is acquired by monitoring key performance indicators (KPIs) that can
include cost-per-click (CPC), cost-per-conversion, click-through-rate (CTR), and return
on ad spend (ROAS) to allow making budget adjustment in time and on an informed
basis. Media mix modeling and cross-platform attribution are more sophisticated tools to
optimize spend across several social media platforms (Facebook, YouTube, TikTok,
LinkedIn, etc.) and a wide campaign and measure the overall effects of the spending

allocation.

In general, the process of budget optimization is a never-ending process that
involves picking, pivoting, and change, as well as long-term planning capabilities.
Thanks to artificial intelligence and machine learning, real-time budget automation and
the ability to predict performance trends, advertising on social media today is as cost-
driven, targeted, and scaleable as it has ever been. Proper application of budget
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optimization increases the efficiency of a campaign reduces the wastage of funds and

delivers high marketing performance to meet the organizational requirements.

Predictive budgeting is a higher level of budgeting process that deploys
predictive analytics to calculate the most effective utilization of advertising money over
social media platforms. In contrast to the usual customary stable budgeting, where a lot
of times budget is developed and rested on historical spending without the use of a
variable, predictive budgeting dynamically uses variables such as user engagement
levels, bid rates, the cost of per-click (CPC), cost of acquisition (CPA), and the rate of
ad fatigue levels. It can tell one where to spend the money where it will make maximum
contribution and prevent under- and over-investments into poorly performing outlets.
This practice will change the reactive nature of budget planning into intelligent data

driven strategy.

Modern forecasting and budgeting is based on the combination of analytics tools,
Al-based dashboards and platform-based data insights. Social Media, i.e., Meta Ads
Manager, Google Ads, Linkedin Campaign Manager, and Tik Tok Ads allow viewing the
predicted parameters, such as the number of estimated impressions, clicks, and reach,
based on historical data and selected criteria. The predictive models are also available
in the third party tools such as Hootsuite, Sprout Social, and Adobe Analytics to
optimize the budget cases. Examples of common methods are moving averages,
ARIMA (Auto-Regressive Integrated Moving Average), decision trees and neural

networks to give sound insight on campaign scale up and risk.

Using forecasting and predictive budgeting aspects in advertisement strategy

accelerates and improves the accuracy in campaigns. It enables marketers to carry out
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simulations of various budget scenarios and they can select the most economical
marketer. The positive part is that it helps in better resource pooling, better ROI, online
tracking of performances and also management of budget wastage. The forecasting
also helps in the long-term planning like in product launching, seasonal promotion and
brand building campaigns. Additionally, predictive budgeting will help in achieving
consistency between the marketing desires and the financial planning which helps in

ensuring accountability and transparency in marketing in organizations.
Controversies and Thoughts on It

Although it is beneficial, forecasting and predictive budgeting have a number of
challenges. The forecasts may be decreased due to data reliability, the evolving
behaviors of the consumers, the modification of algorithms on platforms and external
influences, such as world events. Predictive models might not be very useful in small
businesses, or campaigns- where the amount of data is minimal. There can also be the
guestion of ethics that needs to be considered in case forecasts are based primarily on
user profiling. Therefore, although predictive budgeting can be considered an effective
instrument, it needs to be supplemented with human intuition, qualitative investigation,

and regular observation.
3.3.10. Bidding and Budgeting Management Tools

biddings management and budgeting tools are very important in maximising the
effectiveness of a campaign and efficiency of investment (ROI). Such tools enable the
advertiser to set and manage spending across a variety of campaigns and platforms
and automate other bidding mechanisms to yield performance results. Native budget
and bid management capabilities within each of the social media platforms (e.g.,
Facebook [Meta], Instagram, Linkedln, X [formerly Twitter], and TikTok) grant
advertisers the flexibility to use daily or lifetime budgets, select advertising strategies
(e.g., cost-per-click [CPC], cost-per-impression [CPM], or cost-per-acquisition [CPA]),
and customize ad delivery according to the campaign purpose (e.g., campaign reach,

traffic, engagement, or conversions).
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For example, Meta Ads Manager provides marketers with the option to use automatic or
manual bids, Campaign Budget Optimization (CBO) to allocate funds across ad sets,
and cost controls through bid caps or target cost bidding. Similarly, Linkedln Campaign
Manager allows for automated bidding by recommending suitable bid ranges and
allowing for campaigns to be set for maximum delivery or enhanced CPC bidding
strategies in particular ways to excite B2B marketers. A variety of other third-party tools
like AdEspresso, Smartly.io, Revealbot and Marin Software now also allow more
advanced cross-channel budget management, allowing marketers to easily control ad
spend over multiple channels in a unified manner and offer real-time performance,
predictive budget allocation, managed A/B testing and the use of automated rules
removes the possibility of human error along with any lost time on monitoring the

campaign.

The rise of artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms in social media
advertising is pushing the envelope of how users approach tool applications (e.qg.
bidding management and budgeting). Al and machine learning algorithms can utilize
vast data sets to estimate winning bids in real time, gauge the best time to deliver
advertisements to prospective customers (e.g. calendar day, time of day, whether a
user is actively engaged in other tasks on their device), and re-evaluate a user's bids in
real-time to outbid competitors in what can be viewed as a digital auction. Conversely, a
user may use budgeting tools to strategically plan and report on their social media
advertising usage by projecting expenditures, comparing projected vs. actual
performance and planning to improve subsequent ad expenditures. From an academic
perspective, the best functionality of social media budgeting and bidding management is
its ability to decompose abstract marketing objectives into empirical financial decisions
(i.e. "s $, ¢$"), which is conducive to optimizing the aligned mechanisms of digital media
planning, cost-effectiveness, and accountability in the pursuit of advertising
effectiveness. Therefore, bidding management and budgeting tools have a prominent
role to play in the complex and competitive environment of advertising that is influenced

by social media.
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3.3.11. Common Mistakes in Budgeting and Bidding

When determining a budget for a social media ad campaign and adopting a
bidding strategy, there are many variables have an effect on the outcome. However,
advertisers (both new and experienced) often make critical mistakes that result in
wasted ad budget or poor-performing ads. One of the most common mistakes that
advertisers make when setting and managing their budget is starting a campaign with
an unrealistic or undefined overall budget, with no recourse to a clear objective such as
awareness, engagement, or conversions. As a result, the advertiser either spends too
much money on a low-performing campaign, or they do not spend enough money thus
the campaign provides no actionable insights or simply does not reach the intended

audience.

While many advertisers still make incorrect bidding strategy selections when starting a
campaign, it is unfortunate that, regardless of limited budgeting knowledge and
experience, many advertisers make mistakes when bidding for an ad. They either do
not understand if or when to select Manual Bidding (versus Auto Bidding), or they do not
monitor the cost or performance of their Auto Bidding ad and thus either pay too much
for spends or miss targeting opportunities by under-bidding. Further case in point is the
vast array of advertisers that do not allocate an ad budget to multiple ad sets, social
media platforms, or targeted audience groups in a campaign, therefore resulting in

performance inconsistencies and minimized opportunities for optimally optimizing an ad.

Additionally, overlooking the learning phase which is the time it takes for platforms to
sharpen and refine ad delivery can also lead to premature budget adjustments or bid
adjustments that would halt algorithmic learning and ultimately impact performance.
Another common error already mentioned is simply not paying attention to ad
scheduling and pacing, where they run continuous ads or ads are served during non
peak time, wasting ads budget. Furthermore, advertisers typically do not look the
metrics related to cost like cost per click (CPC), cost per thousand impressions (CPM),
and return on ad spend (ROAS), while at the same time only focusing on surface

metrics like likes or impressions that may not deliver value or meaning.
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Finally, campaigns are failed through the failure to take learnings from A/B
testing and performance reports and adjust budget allocation. The solution to every last
point is simple in that marketers need to have much more data-driven and strategic
approach in their budgeting and bidding, continuously evolving their strategies based on
performance metrics, and ensure that their or firm's budget decisions match their
objectives in campaigns. Great budgeting and bidding can save you money and, more
important than that, clearly and measurably better campaigns at a time when social

media is becoming more competitive.
3.3.12. Integrating Budgeting with ROl Measurement

Moreover, ignoring the learning phase which is the time of refinement for
platforms to optimize ad delivery can also lead to making premature budget adjustments
or adjusting bids that inherently prevent algorithmic learning and ultimately impact
performance. Another common mistake mentioned is not taking notice of ad scheduling
and pacing, whether they run continuous ads or ads served at poor timing/non peak
timing, wasting ad spend. Also, marketers usually do not monitor any of the cost metrics
like cost per click (CPC), cost per thousand impressions (CPM), and return on ad spend
(ROAS), while only focusing on monetary value or meaning. Finally, campaigns are
failed by not taking learnings from A/B testing and performance reports to change
budget allocation. The answer to every one of these last points is simple in that a
marketer needs to be far more data-driven and strategic in their budgeting and bidding
by developing and continuously changing their strategy based on performance metrics,
and objectives in campaigns. Exceptional budgeting and bidding can save you money
and, more importantly, able to demonstrate clearly and measureably better campaigns

at a time when social media is also becoming more of a competition.

Integration is even more advantageous when using real-time analytics and performance
dashboards to simultaneously evaluate campaign expenditure and results. With these
tools at the marketers disposal, it's a simple task to reallocate budget from poor-
performing ads to higher-ROI ads. In addition, marketing professionals can also benefit

from ROI measurement for evaluating financial return, brand engagement reference
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points, customer acquisition cost, and customer lifetime value as indicators of campaign
performance. This is often supported by user-friendly platforms such as Google
Analytics, Meta Ads Manager and third-party tools like HubSpot or Hootsuite, etc., that
facilitate more involved and advanced ROI dashboarding. Integration also requires
marketers to give consideration to both direct and indirect returns (including intangible
benefits like increased brand impressions or customer sentiment). Whether in the
academic education space or in professional practice, integrated budgeting and ROI
measurement is considered to be an important part of performing accountability-based
marketing. Their budgeting efforts are made easier when tracking outcomes helping to

ensure that they spend money wisely and efficiently to achieve advertising goals.
3.3.13. Strategic Recommendations and Future Trends

In an ever-changing digital landscape, have the right strategic foresight is
essential for brands to keep relevant and competitive with social media advertising. The
strategic recommendations we offer are based on empirical data that we pulled from
with industry standards, and emerging technological capabilities that enable advertisers
to deliver lucrative use of media while building long-lasting relationships with their
customers. First and foremost, we advise advertisers to adopt an audience-focused
perspective and continue to use data analytics and consumer insights to inform their
content that is hyper-personalized, relevant, and culturally sensitive. In light of
increasing privacy regulations and limitations on acquiring customer data, brands
should concentrate their efforts on becoming less dependent on third-party data and
create more durable ecosystems of first-party data through interactive content, loyalty
programs, and CRM ecosystem integration. Second, we recommend that advertisers
use creative variety; brands must rethink how they create platform-native content,
whether through TikTok and Instagram Reels that take into account an audience's
preference for short-form videos, LinkedIn as more of a professional content site, or

Snapchat and Instagram Stories as a place for ephemeral and temporary content.

In addition, it is a strategic imperative to utilize Al and automation tools when developing

content, A/B testing, audience targeting, and campaign optimization. Al supports greater

160



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

efficiencies and offers predictive analytics that help forecast consumer behaviors and
identify ways to proactively adjust campaigns. At the same time, companies must pay
attention to cross-platform consistency - delivering a unified brand message while
ensuring tone, style, and content format is appropriate to each platform. Collaborating
with micro-influencers and producing user-generated content campaigns is also
trending as a strategic imperative to support authenticity and organic engagement.
Another aspect to integrate into your social media strategy includes social commerce
and incorporating features like shoppable posts and in-app shopping that convert

engagement into purchases, especially for a mobile-first audience.

Looking forward, | do see future trends changing the face of social media advertising.
The use of Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) are allowing brands more
immersive experiences with their consumers, especially in fashion, real estate, and
gaming. Voice-activated ads are likely to grow as smart devices and virtual assistants
continue to be popular. The consumer-generated metaverse and Web 3.0 space are
expected to change the ad-buying environment by providing virtual storefronts and
interactive brand spaces in 3D. Sustainability and ethical branding will be high in the
consumer rank order of decision-making, pushing brands to demonstrate in their
advertisements their environmental and social responsibility. As users become savvier
the attributes of transparency, realness, and inclusivity in advertising may no longer be

a choice but instead a necessity to establish trust with the brand.
Let’s Sum Up

Budgeting and bidding are two key components of digital advertising that are
used by marketers to properly manage their funds, as well as help with assuring the
highest performance for advertising campaigns. Budgeting is relatively simple; you set
aside a finite amount of money for advertising activity in a specified time frame.
Budgeting can be much different for a particular campaign, depending on if it's a daily
budget or lifetime budget. Bidding can be more complicated, but it is primarily how much
an advertiser is willing to pay for an action (click, impression or conversion). Bidding can

be done in numerous ways like manual bidding and automated bidding, as well as cost

161



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

or "cpc" (cost-per-click), cpm (cost-per-impression), and CPA (cost-per-acquisition).
Google Ads and Meta Ads have an option to allow for smart bidding where the systems
themselves use machine learning to achieve the best possible outcome based on your
budget. Meaning the bidding strategies you should consider will depend on the scope of
the advertising goals you have set, whether it be an awareness campaign, engagement
campaign, or conversion campaign. Budgeting and bidding efficiently will help assure
the best possible return on ad spend "ROAS" and help assure that you achieve your

marketing goals in an effective manner.
Check Your Progress — Quiz 3

Choose the correct answer

1. What does CPC stand for in bidding strategy?

A. Cost per Code B. Click per Campaign

C. Cost per Click D. Conversion per Cost
2. Which bidding type focuses on paying for every 1,000 impressions?

A. CPA B. CPM C.CPC D. ROI
3. What is the main goal of automated bidding?

A. Reduce content quality B. Maximize results using algorithms

C. Increase costs D. Avoid targeting
4. Which budget type allows control over daily ad spend?

A. Lifetime budget B. Event-based budget
C. Daily budget D. Fixed bid

5. Which platform uses Smart Bidding based on machine learning?
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A. WhatsApp B. Google Ads
C. Snapchat D. Pinterest

In the rapidly changing world of digital marketing, A/B testing (sometimes simply
called split testing) is one of the most important techniques to maximize the
performance of an advertisement. A/B testing means creating two or more versions of
an advertisement or of some other individual element of the advertisement or campaign
in order to find and compare which performs better based on a specific metric of
performance. A/B testing allows marketers to make decisions based on data, rather
than guesses or assumptions. This is especially important when advertising on social
media, because behavior on one social media platform can vary drastically from
another, as well as demographics based on scenario and experience. A/B testing gives
marketers fabulous insights into consumer preferences, consumer engagement, and

what will prompt a consumer to convert.

But A/B testing is about more than knowing which version of an ad receives the most
clicks or conversions. A/B testing is a systematic way of trying to understand how small
changes—a headline, an image, a call to action, a targeting strategy, etc.—can impact
overall performance of a campaign. A/B testing breaks down individual elements and
tests them one at a time to devise a continuous improvement campaign, improve ROI,

and improve consumer satisfaction.

A/B testing, also known as split testing, is a scientific approach used in social
media advertising to compare two or more versions of a campaign component to see
which approach was more successful based on some metrics or key performance
indicators (KPIs). A/B testing is simply creating two variations of a campaign—
commonly referred to as A (Control) and B (Variation)—with a single variable changed
in order to change audience behavior. It's best to start with a hypothesis predicting what
type of change you intend to make improves your performance, for example, "using a
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video ad instead of just a picture will increase in engagement type (name of 15%)". After
coming up with a hypothesis, it is important to randomize test group assignment; it is
critical to ensure that both A and B are shown to audience segmenting with comparable
demographics and behavior to isolate the variable you are testing as the likely cause of
change. Another key principle is variable isolation, which means that only one
variable—whether that is the call-to-action (CTA), headline, image, or audience
targeting criteria—may be changed at a time. That way, one variable can change while
not influencing or being influenced by confounding elements. Therefore, we can
confidently attribute differences for performance. Further, statistical significance and
validity are part and parcel of A/B testing. A test must run long enough, and there must
be large enough numbers in a sample, to guarantee that any observed differences
aren't due to chance. Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and TikTok have internal tools that
align with these principles, with set contexts that allow advertisers to run their own A/B
tests. If marketers can consider these core disciplines—hypothesis-driven testing,
controlled experimentation, and sound justification—they can leverage data to build
their social media campaigns, improve their advertisement performance and obtain the

highest return on investment (ROI) possible.
3.4.2. Designing Effective A/B Tests on Social Media Platforms

All of the major social media platforms—Facebook, Instagram, Twitter (currently
X), LinkedIn, and TikTok—have built in tools for carrying out A/B tests, but the design
and implementation must adhere to the specific technical structures and user behavior
Demographics on each platform. On Facebook and Instagram, for example, the Meta
Ads Manager includes the ability to run full split tests to test multiple factors like creative
types, audience demographics, placements and optimization delivery strategies.
LinkedIn Ads is mainly B2B advertising and while its very limited in A/B testing—
sponsored content, sponsored messaging, and audience targeting—for professional
engagement. Twitter Ads enables advertisers to test different copies for a tweet, ad they
can test visuals and hashtags to see differential engagement rates. TikTok like is
targeted to Gen Z stresses creative ideation and allows tests that are based on a

shorter running ad lengths, background music selection, influencer integration, and
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captions. Regardless of the platform best practices are accepted as part of the A/B test
protocol. By way of understanding best practices; consistent testing—generally 7 to 14
days minimum to allow sufficient data—and avoiding testing in non-standard behaviours
during holidays, events or product launches that could confuse the user behaviours and
experience. Ensuring proper allotment of budget for testing, to differentiate all of the
spaces within the variation and to be fair for each variation being tested. Additionally,
tests should be conducted in parallel rather than sequentially, as time-based differences
in external conditions can introduce bias and compromise the validity of results. By
adhering to platform-specific tools and general best practices, marketers can enhance
the accuracy and impact of their A/B testing efforts across diverse social media

environments.
3.4.3. Types of A/B Tests in Social Media Advertising

When it comes to A/B testing for social media advertising it can be very strategic-
based and analytical- minded. A/B testing recognizes two to more variations of an Ad,
and then determines through data which one performs better. There are many different
types of A/B tests used in social media advertising, each based on the specific
campaign goal and what aspect you want to test. One of the most used forms of A/B
testing is creative testing, where marketers will test any sort of visual elements (e.g.,
images, video, color, layout, or visual appeal) to see which visuals appeal more to their
target audience. Related to this is copy testing, where marketers will test textual
elements (e.g., headlines, body text, CTA phrases, captions, hashtags). In copy testing,
it could be something as subtle as the word "download" vs. "learn” (which many times
we will see is two very different expressions) to see what will create user engagement

and conversion rate opportunity.

Another very important type of A/B testing is known as audience testing. Marketers will
be testing different audiences (by age, gender, interests, behaviors, or psychographics)
to see who takes an action, and this becomes very important because you could have
the same campaign, but your audience is vastly different (Facebook vs. LinkedIn;

Instagram vs. TikTok).
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In addition, placement testing measures the impact of placements including feeds
Versus stories versus reels vs in-stream videos and allows advertisers to customize the

content to the consumption patterns of the platform.

Timing tests measure the time of day or day of week for delivering an ad because
many factors can contribute to this advertising analytics metric including visibility to the

user, user interaction with the ad, time zones.

Format testing compares the results of different types of ad formats, such as comparing
single image vs. carousel, and static vs. video. Format tests help to measure the
performance by monitoring the engagement or click through rates from the different

formats.

Bidding strategy tests are also important for advertisers who want to maximize their
spend performance and they could be comparing automatic vs manual bids or
comparing different bid strategies and/or bid amounts to see which options result in

operational or fiscal performance.

The A/B tests discussed in this section don't have to be mutually exclusive; you
can run them sequentially or layered campaigns to obtain a more thorough
understanding of the outcome. Using any or all of these types of tests, we hope
marketers can take data driven decisions, leverage the guesswork, and enable a more
efficient and effective social media advertising experiment.

3.4.4. Challenges in A/B Testing for Social Media Ads

Although A/B testing can be valuable for improving digital marketing strategies,
there are some challenges that can limit A/B testing when implemented in the realm of
social media advertising. One of the more prominent challenges is audience overlap,
especially on platforms like Facebook and Instagram, where for one group of users they
may see both of the variations of the test. This creates overlap in the audience, which

undermines the integrity of the test and results in outlier or inconclusive results.
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In addition to audience overlap, ad fatigue (i.e., users seeing the same ad repeatedly)
can have implications for engagement rates on an ad and complicate the interpretation
of the results of the experiment. Other environmental limitations (e.g., current events,
actions by competitors, seasonality) may be the reasons for a spontaneous change in
consumer behavior and make it difficult to isolate pre- and post-test results to the testing
variable. As well, the small size of the ad or distribution budget can severely limit a
testing opportunity—this is particularly important for niche audiences or low-budget
campaigns—otherwise insufficient testing time can result in negligible or inconclusive

data because the sample size is too small for statistical significance.

Moreover, the means of interference from platform algorithms can inadvertently
prioritize one variation over another because the machine-learning algorithms are
delivered to optimize for performance rather than as a balanced experiment. Lastly,
delays in reporting data or missing advanced testing capabilities on some platforms can
limit real-time information and lessen a marketer's ability to adjust in time. As a solution
for these challenges, marketers should proceed with A/B testing with deliberate
planning, strict controls, and use the tools that each platform provides that are geared to

achieve validity and fairness.
3.4.5. Ad Performance Optimization: Beyond A/B Testing

A/B testing is critical in continuously optimizing the variables in a campaign. But
to really optimize ad performance, it needs to evolve into a wider optimization strategy
that encompasses continual optimization of multiple ad "variables,"” which we can
expand beyond A/B testing. Creative optimization is one of the first aspects marketers
need to focus on where they are continually optimizing the visual aspects of the
communications, the tone of the messaging, emotional appeal, etc., to keep users
active. And only after making reasonable assessments about which creative renders
better responses can we even begin to consider segmenting and refining our audiences
listen in on our found audiences utilizing and optimizing look alike audiences, custom
segmented audiences and behavioral audience insights to see if the ads were targeting

the right most relevant users.
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Other optimizations include timing and frequency, since displaying ads at the right time
and restricting the number of ads displayed per unique user prevents saturation and
maximizes responses. But next, budget optimization strategies, such as dynamically
allocating budget, modifying the bids, or simply pausing a campaign all help to optimize
budget only to the best performing assets regardless of measurement of sales
conversions. Some platforms that perform automated delivery to audiences have tools
built-in where algorithms utilize real-time data to dynamically change ad placement and

delivery without input from advertisers or marketers.

Finally, optimizing post-click experiences (e.g., landing page speed, mobile
responsiveness, and messaging consistency) are critically important in converting traffic
to action. In short, A/B testing helps to understand at a micro level where as
performance optimization affects every variable affecting at a macro level long term

campaign performance.
3.4.6.Key Metrics for Measuring Ad Performance

To be successful with social media advertising, marketers must measure
performance properly, establish defined Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) that reflect
campaign objectives, and focus on reasonable campaign outcomes. Click-Through Rate
(CTR) is one of the main areas of measurement, as it assesses the effectiveness of the
ad in attracting clicks. CTR is calculated by dividing the number of clicks on the ad by
the number of impressions. Cost Per Click is one way to measure the cost efficiency of
your money spend based upon user engagement, while the Conversion Rate measures
the number of people who did a specific task action, such as purchasing an item or
filling out a form, as a result of clicking the ad. Impressions and reach are two ways of
measuring impressions and exposure. Impressions measure accumulated views, while

reach measures the total number of unique views.

Cost Per Mille (CPM) informs on cost-effectiveness regarding generating 1,000
impressions, and is most often associated with brand awareness campaigns. For e-
commerce or ROI-based campaigns Return on Ad Spend (ROAS) measures how much

revenue a business earned for every dollar spent on ads. Engagement metrics, such as
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likes, shares, saves, etc. offer insight into audience behaviors for interaction and
relevancy. It is good to understand the platform indicators for deeper levels of insight
and audience analysis; for example, how effective was the ad content based on video
completion rate, story taps, profile visits, etc. It is critical for marketers to periodically
review the aforementioned performance indicators so modifications and improvements
may happen, and so that they may identify which components of the campaign are

working and which components require modification.
3.4.7. Automation and Tools for Testing and Optimization

The increased complexity of social media campaigns means that automation and
technology integration is now a necessity for A/B testing as well as performance
optimization. Each of the major social media ad placements has tools that allow for A/B
testing right within campaign managers, for example: Facebook has its A/B Test feature
within Ads Manager, LinkedIn has a few testing features in Campaign Manager, and
TikTok has a variety of test options within its Creative Center. These tools make it
easier to set up, run, and analyze A/B testing on social media, while helping ensure the
experiments adhere to the best practices such as randomization and segment, as
applicable. In addition to social media native tools, there are other third-party solutions

that provide better automation examples.

Platforms like AdEspresso, Smartly.io and Revealbot provide better testing, advanced
automated rules, and real-time performance dashboards. Al-powered solutions are
increasingly allowing for predictive testing, where A/B tests drive performance changes
automatically, halting poorly performing ads and reallocating budgets to better
performing ad variants, without humans intervening. Automation also allows for dynamic
creative optimization (DCO), where ad element components can be altered as ads are

served based on user interaction, or even location or device.

In addition, linking the campaigns with analytics tools like Google Analytics,
Hotjar, and/or Mixpanel enables marketers to evaluate the post-click behavior of users
and evaluate the entire customer journey. Tools like these reduce the time spent in

manual tracking and improves accuracy, speed and accuracy of decision making, thus
169



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT - 11l

optimizing total performance and effectiveness of campaign performance and

outcomes, delivering better results faster and easier form of experimentation.
3.4.8. Ethical and Privacy Considerations in A/B Testing

As the digital marketing environment becomes more reliant upon user data as a
strategy, there is a heightened awareness of the ethical and legal issues surrounding
A/B testing in advertising. Marketers must ensure their testing is compliant with data
protection laws such as being in-line with the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) as introduced in the EU, or the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) in the
US. A landmark issue here is consent—users need to be made aware if their data is

being used for testing purposes as a minimum by law.

There can also be ethical challenges posed when tests push the boundaries of user
experience or engage with the user on an emotional level. This is particularly an issue
for marketers in sensitive domains such as healthcare, financial services, or political
advertising. For example, showing distressing or alarmist messages in order to
generate a reaction from users may result in performance improvement but could erode
trust and cause reputational damage. Transparency and accountability are of equal
importance here too; users should not be unknowingly or subtly exposed to misleading
A/B tests or negative outcomes based upon discriminatory criteria (such as race,

gender or socio-economic status).

Marketers also need to be active in terms of data minimization and to hold the
organisation accountable to only collect information necessary for the test itself plus
ensure all relevant data does not identify the user and is encrypted and anonymised. In
addition to all of this, adhering to and committing to ethical guidelines also mitigates any
legal or regulatory risk, as well as establishing ongoing trust and brand integrity in an

increasingly privacy-conscious digital domain.
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3.4.9. Future Trends in A/B Testing and Optimization

The realm of A/B testing ad optimization is changing quickly because of advancements
in artificial intelligence, personalization of users, and new interactive ad formats. One
current trend is the change from simple A/B testing to more complex multivariate testing
(MVT). MVT analyzes multiple variables at once to understand how combinations of

different elements impact performance.

A second trend is the expansion in the use of predictive analytics and machine learning
to predict whether an ad will perform when deployed—before it has been tested. Ad
platforms are starting to offer auto-optimization where algorithms test and modify

content dynamically, with no user oversight, using historical and real-time data.

A new methodology called personalized A/B testing creates and tests ads according to
micro-segments instead of broad audiences. This allows marketers to create specific

user profiles and deliver highly relevant experiences.

In addition, the introduction of voice search, augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality
(VR) into social media ads is creating new spaces to test users' ad interactions in
immersive environments. In addition, better cross-platform attribution models are being
developed, helping to track a user's journey through multiple touchpoints and providing
advertisers with a broader perspective of performance that transcends individual
platform metrics. In a time when consumer behavior is continuing to change and the
regulatory framework is tightening, future processes of testing and optimization will
need to be more agile, ethically conscious, and technologically savvier than ever.

A/B testing is a technique used in digital marketing to test which the better
version of an advertisement, webpage, or campaign element is, whether it is
advertisement copy, images, calls to action, etc. A/B testing simply involves taking two
versions (A and B) and putting them in front of different segments of an audience and

measuring performance and/or key performance indicators (KPIs) such as click through
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rate (CTR), conversion rate, engagement, etc. Optimization of ad performance is the
continual effort of reviewing these results with the intent to improve the content of the
ad, images, targeted audience and/or time to run your ads. According to Hook (2018),
"Using data derived from A/B testing marketers can make informed decisions that carry
a reduced risk, improve ad performance, reduce costs, and maximize return on
investment (ROI)." An A/B test minimizes the guesswork involved in running a campaign
and makes it possible to deliver ads that are not only more targeted and efficient, but
also more customized for each individual in the audience segment (Aras,2020).

Check Your Progress - Quiz 4

Choose the correct answer

1. What is the main purpose of A/B testing?
A. Creating viral content B. Reducing ad spend

C. Comparing two ad versions  D. Increasing website traffic
2. Which metric is commonly used in A/B testing?

A. Revenue B. Impressions

C. Click-through rate D. Budget
3. Ad performance optimization is aimed at improving:

A. Team coordination B. Ad design speed

C. Return on investment D. Social media followers
4. In A/B testing, version "B" usually refers to:

A. Control group B. Budget version
C. Final version D. Alternative version
5. Which factor is not typically tested in A/B testing?

A. Ad copy B. Audience behavior

C. Image choice D. Button color
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3.5. Unit Summary

An in-depth understanding of the rapidly evolving and often strategic landscape
of social media advertising and sponsored advertising. As social media becomes a core
part of digital marketing, there is a need for professionals and businesses to gain a solid
understanding of paid components. The unit begins with a basic overview of paid
advertising delivered across the major platforms: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and
You Tube. Each of these platforms provides unique advertising opportunities and ad
specifications, with a range of objectives and details suited to different audiences. This
section helped the learners to understand how to choose which platform to use, based
on their campaign objectives, audience metrics, and content formats. Following the
platforms, the learning experience goes into some detail about targeting, retargeting
and customer segmentation which is at the heart of good advertising - being able to
deliver relevant and personalized ad experiences.

When advertisers use audience data they can segment users based on their online
behavior, interests, and demographic markers for effective targeting. The advertisers
can also devise retargeting strategies for users that have previously interacted with their
brand or product. The section examining budgeting and bidding strategies gave the
learners the insight to strategically manage costs throughout the campaign. Knowing
how cost models work (CPC, CPM, CPA, etc.) and how to utilize manual and automated
bidding strategies, gives marketers the necessary knowledge to maximize their return
on ad spend.Ultimately, the unit also covers A/B testing and ad performance
optimization, which emphasizes continuous testing, analysis of data, and iteration to
improve the aspects of ads and thereby improve the overall campaign. If marketers test
a variety of factors, such as creatives, copy, timing, and audience, they can make data-

driven decisions to improve the effectiveness of their campaign.

In summary, this unit provides the basic and advanced skills needed to conduct
ad campaigns on social media. Students will understand ad platforms, targeting

strategies, budget choices, and ad performance/optimization; which provides students
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with an overview about how to create targeted marketing campaigns that utilize data to

enhance marketing effectiveness in an increasingly competitive digital marketplace.

3.6. Glossary

Key Word

Meaning

Ad Budgeting

Planning and allocating a specific amount of money for

paid advertising over a set period or campaign.

Bidding Strategy

The method used to decide how much you’re willing to

pay for each ad impression

A/B Testing

A method of comparing two versions of an ad (e.qg.,
different headlines, images, or CTAS) to determine

which performs better.

Return on Ad Spend (ROAS)

A metric that measures the revenue earned for every

dollar spent on advertising.

Customer Segmentation

Dividing a broad customer base into smaller groups
based on common characteristics such as
demographics, behavior, needs, or purchase history to

deliver more relevant ads.

Targeting

The process of identifying and reaching a specific group
of users based on criteria like age, location, behavior,

interests, and more.

3.7. Self-Assessment Questions

Short Essay questions (5 Mark)

1. What is the main objective of paid social media advertising?

2. Name two platforms commonly used for paid social media advertising.

3. What is meant by “retargeting” in digital marketing?
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4. Define A/B testing in the context of ad performance.

5. What does CPC stand for in paid advertising?

Long Essay questions (8 Marks)

1. Explain the features and advantages of paid social media advertising

2. Discuss the role of targeting, retargeting, and customer segmentation in designing an

effective ad campaign.

3. Describe the importance of budgeting, bidding strategies, and A/B testing in

optimizing ad performance.

3.8. Answers for Check Your Progress

Modules S.No Answer Key

C. Facebook

C. Targeted audience reach

Module- 1 D. Podcast

AW N

C. Higher reach and

engagement

C. Performance tracking

C. Focus

Module -2 . Past

. Segmentation

. Cookies

. Personalization

. Cost per Click

Module -3 CPM

wW| N | O M W N | O
W W O O >» W O

. Maximize results using

algorithms
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4

C. Daily budget

B. Google Ads

| —

Module -4

C. Comparing two ad

versions

C. Click-through rate

C. Return on investment

D. Alternative version

gl Bl WO N

B. Audience behavior

3.9. Case study

UNIT - 11l

Case Study 1: Amazon India — Retargeting and Performance Optimization

Amazon India used Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube ads to promote its Great

Indian Festival sale. The company applied advanced customer segmentation based on

browsing history, purchase behavior, and location. Users who viewed products but did

not complete purchases were targeted through retargeting ads. Amazon allocated

budgets using a cost-per-click (CPC) bidding strategy and regularly conducted A/B

testing on ad creatives, headlines, and call-to-action buttons. Ads with higher

conversion rates were scaled, while low-performing ads were paused, resulting in

improved return on ad spend (ROAS).

Questions

1. How did retargeting help Amazon improve conversion rates?

2. Explain the role of A/B testing in ad performance optimization.

3. Why is customer segmentation important in paid social media campaigns?

Case Study 2: Byju’s — Targeted Paid Advertising for Lead Generation

Byju’'s, an ed-tech company, used YouTube Ads and Facebook Lead Ads to

promote its online learning courses. The company targeted parents and students based
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on age, interests, education level, and location. A daily budget allocation strategy
was adopted with cost-per-lead (CPL) bidding. Byju’s tested different video ad formats
and landing pages through A/B testing to identify which combination generated the
highest number of quality leads.

Questions
1. How did targeting strategies help Byju’s reach the right audience?
2. Explain the importance of budgeting and bidding in lead generation campaigns.
3. How does A/B testing improve campaign effectiveness?

Case Study 3: LinkedIn — B2B Advertising and Segmentation Strategy

A B2B software company used LinkedIn Ads to promote its enterprise solutions.
The campaign focused on job title, company size, industry, and seniority-based
segmentation. Sponsored posts and InMail ads were used with a cost-per-
impression (CPM) bidding strategy. The company monitored performance metrics
such as impressions, click-through rate (CTR), and conversions and optimized the

campaign by adjusting creatives and audience targeting through continuous testing.
Questions

1. Why is LinkedIn suitable for B2B paid advertising campaigns?

2. Explain how segmentation improves ad relevance in B2B marketing.

3. What role do performance metrics play in optimizing paid campaigns?

3.10. Open source for e- content link

Bidding https://www.anylogic.com/upload/iblock/6dd/6dd83224cf10e80f46
strategies eOcade9a7ef953.pdf

A/B Testing for | https://www.hubspot.com/hubfs/docs/ebooks/an introduction to

marketing ab testing for marketing optimization.pdf
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optimization

Segmentation
and Targeting of

Services

https://lwww.igntu.ac.in/eContent/IGNTU-eContent-720564575556-

MBA-4-Dr.RahilYusufZai-ServiceMarketing-3.pdf

Market
segmentation
targeting  and

positioning

https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/79489/1/Unit-3.pdf
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UNIT OBJECTIVES

This unit aims to provide learners with a clear understanding of social

media analytics and its importance in evaluating the effectiveness of social media

marketing efforts. It seeks to familiarize students with key performance indicators

(KPIs) such as reach, engagement, click-through rate, conversions, and follower

growth, enabling them to assess social media success accurately. Further, the

unit intends to develop practical knowledge of analytics tools such as Facebook
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Insights, Instagram Insights, and Google Analytics for monitoring performance. It
also aims to equip learners with the ability to measure return on investment (ROI)
and use data-driven insights to improve and optimize social media strategies for

better marketing outcomes.

Social media has changed how individuals and organizations engage,

communicate, and ultimately promote their goods and services. There are billions of
current users on many of the platforms—Facebook, Twitter (now X), Instagram,
YouTube, and Linkedin—which allows for current usage of social media to provide
access to unprecedented distinctly real-time information, audience responses, and
interactions. There are few places that organize the quantity of interactions and data
across social media formats. Therefore, we need a logical way of helping us understand
what works and doesn’t work of in terms of interaction and data. This is where Social

Media Analytics (SMA), and Performance Measurement fit in.

Social Media Analytics is collecting, measuring, and interpreting data on social media
platforms. Performance measurement is a way of understanding how social media was

effective for reaching an organization's goals.

Social Media Analytics, or social media data analysis, defines the term as it
encompasses the tools, techniques, and process of tracking, measuring, and analyzing
social media activities for decision making purposes and performance improvement. It is
the process of extracting identifiable patterns and insights from data generated by users

across social media platforms.
Definitions:

In the words of Gohfar Khan (2015), "Social media analytics is the art and
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science of uncovering valuable hidden insights from social media data for the purposes

of better decision-making."

In business terms, social media analytics is a process for monitoring, measuring, and

analyzing a social media user's content and engagement to inform future strategy.
4.1.2. Social Media Analytics

The advent of social media in this digital age has transformed how individuals,
institutions, and governments relate to their audiences. With billions of active users
generating large amounts of information every second, social media represents an
incredible opportunity to obtain insights into public opinion, consumer behavior, market
movements, and movements of social change. Social Media Analytics (SMA) is the
practice of using social media networks for collecting, measuring, analyzing, and
interpreting data to inform decision making and strategizing. SMA is an interdisciplinary
practice that draws from data science, marketing, sociology, and information
technology. As an interdisciplinary field, it could transcend social media networks and
be broadly applied. SMA will become increasingly important beyond understanding user
behaviors on social media, as businesses and institutions will be able to respond to
public opinion in real-time, measure campaign effectiveness, and predict public opinion

on future candidates.
4.1.3. Evolution and Growth of Social Media Platforms

The gained popularity of platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
(presently X), Linked In, YouTube and Tik Tok played a major role in altering
communication trends around the world. These platforms provide a variety of sharing
means of content--including text/images up to videos/streams. The uncontrolled
communication among the users of the platforms forms terabytes of unorganized data
commonly known as the big social data. When such data is keenly analyzed, patterns
and findings are extracted that are imperative in developing digital strategies. With time,

organizations have come to the understanding that, their presence on social media
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alone does not make them a success; what makes them a success is the smart use of

social media analytics to give them a competitive advantage.
4.1.4. Important Aspects of Social Media Analytic Keywords

There are a number of important elements of the social media analytics
framework that make it possible to draw a full picture of the activity in the social media
space. These are social listening, sentiment analysis, trend analysis, influencer analysis
content performance measurement and audience segmentation. Social listening refers
to trawling the online space formerly referred to as the social space to see when or how
a name, competitor, product, or keyword is mentioned around the network to obtain
perception of the audience. Sentiment analysis applies natual language processing
(NLP) to other social media conversation to understand their nature: positive, negative,
or neutral. Trend analysis is used to see the appearance of certain patterns according to
the user behaviour, whereas influencer analysis enables determining the extent and the
effect of crucial people. The likes, shares, comments, and engagement rate measures
work in evaluating how well the content is performing and audience segmentation to
identify groups of users using their demographics, interest, and behavioral patterns.

Combined, the elements place a 360-degree perspective of social media performance.
4.1.5. Relevance in Business Decision-Making

The social media analytics are also an essential strategic decision-making
mechanism in business-related concepts. It allows companies to gauge consumer
satisfaction and track brand reputation and use marking campaigns more effectively.
Using customer experiences and comments, companies can improve their goods, edit
their messages, and augment user journeys. As an illustration, a retail company can run
analytics to figure out the product line that people talk about the most in a positive way,
then the retail company can change the focus of its inventory or some promotion. It is
also possible to react to crises in real time on the basis of data analysis and avoid
reputational losses. Additionally, social media analytics provides an insight on
investment, competitive analysis, and market positioning since it indicates what is good

and what is not good.
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4.1.6. Public Governance and Role in Public Policy

Social media analytics in this case is being used by governments and other
governmental institutions to understand the general opinion of society and serve the
society more. Social media plays a central role in the engagement of citizens during
elections, policy debates or crisis, including pandemics or natural disasters. Analytical
systems allow governments to learn more about the issues that affect various
demographic groups, follow the spread of misinformation, and create responsive
communication tactics. As an example, social media analytics contributed to the
prevention of misinformation about the COVID-19 disease during the pandemic,
enabling health authorities to monitor the mood of people regarding vaccination and
organize the creation of population awareness. A 2024 report provided by HubSpot
suggests that 72 percent of marketers note a substantial increase in ROI due to social
media analytics in providing more relevant advertising and content creation. In the same
vein, non-profits and advocacy campaigns can apply social analytics in order to gauge
how far and wide their social awareness initiatives are, so that they can be sure that the
right groups are getting the message. In addition, the police departments apply analytics

to predict crime, monitor, and follow illicit actions on the Internet.
4.1.7. Application in Social Research and Advocacy

From a sociological standpoint, social media analytics alters the means and
scope for social research. Researchers are able to study online communities, digital
activism, and the formation of identity in ways that were previously not possible. By
looking at hashtags, memes, and discussion threads, scholars can learn about public
discourse, cultural phenomena, and collective behaviors. Social advocacy organizations
are also taking advantage of analytics to measure the reach and influence of their
campaigns, identify supporter demographics, and mobilize action. For example, national
movements such as the #MeToo movement and #BlackLivesMatter became much more
visible and impactful through social media organizations, where analytics assisted in

tracking and managing engagement and narratives.
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4.1.8. Enhancing Customer Relationship Management (CRM)

Social media analytics contributes to Customer Relationship Management in a
significant way by giving organizations a deeper understanding of customer
preferences, behaviors and what they love or hate about company options. Customers
express their level of satisfaction or dissatisfaction about products and services on a
range of different social media platforms (e.g., Twitter, Facebook). Organizations can
use social media sentiment to help identify service issues, product feedback and even
possible brand ambassadors. Companies can use predictive analytics and examination
to meet customer needs, personalize recommendations and improve customer support
and retention through loyalty. Leveraging social media analytics as part of a CRM
system allows organizations to have a "live" and evergreen view of their customer,

which is essential for long-term relationships.

McKinsey (2023) report that companies that effectively leverage customer analytics are
23 times more likely to acquire customers as well as 19 times more likely to achieve
above-average profitability. In the world of digital personalization, there are no optional
insights and analytics. You want to be a relevant, competitive option, especially in a

consultative sales role.
4.1.9. Measuring ROI and Marketing Effectiveness

The ability of social media analytics to track Return on Investment (ROI) in digital
marketing campaigns is one of the strongest reasons for its importance. Marketers can
use analytics to track campaign performance, assess reach of content, and track
conversion. The Click-Through Rate (CTR), Cost per Click (CPC), and Engagement
Rate metrics provide quantifiable evidence on user reactions to marketing campaigns,
and marketers can match these campaign metrics with business key performance
indicators (KPIs) related to sales or leads, and then refine their marketing efforts,
making adjustments when necessary. A/B testing of campaigns is also supported
through social media analytics, which allows marketers to improve their campaigns with

data that will identify the best content, timing, and audience.
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4.1.10. Tools and Technologies in Social Media Analytics

Social media analytics has a variety of tools and technologies that support the
field. Using a variety of analytics platforms, researchers can observe social referral
traffic via Google Analytics, or utilize platforms like Hootsuite, Sprout Social,
Brandwatch, Buffer, Socialbakers, and Talkwalker which include dashboard,
visualizations, sentiment tracking and competitor benchmarking analysis. Advanced
analytics includes machine learning and artificial intelligence, which analyze
unstructured big data, and can determine what data means and stovepipe it into
insights. Other tools, such as Tableau and Power Bl, are visualization software that
provide a lens to view data in a digestible way. Accessing APIs for sites like Twitter and
Meta, allows researchers and analysts to collect real-time data to conduct more tailored

analysis on.
4.1.11. Challenges and Ethical Considerations

Social media analytics can bring many advantages, but there are challenges that
go along with them. Data privacy will always be a major concern - for example,
unauthorized or unethical scraping of data may violate users' data rights. Also, there are
many ethical considerations in using algorithms to infer personal and/or behavioral traits
or preferences that may cause users to feel surveilled, manipulated, and/or misguided
with their consent. Additionally, biases in the collection of or interpretation of data may
produce biased results leading to bad decisions. The application of social media
analytics will require transparency and accountability to ethical standards. Finally,
managing the volume, velocity, and/or variety of data which has traditionally been
referred to as the "3Vs" of big data, emphasizes the importance of technological and

professional capacity.
4.1.12. Future Trends in Social Media Analytics

Looking to the future, social media analytics will likely change considerably. The
world of social media analytics now is one that will be greatly accelerated by

technology, in particular Al, and especially generative Al and deep learning techniques.
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Sentiment analysis, trend prediction, and behavioral modeling will all advance in
sophistication. Similarly, the growth of AR (Augmented Reality) and VR (Virtual Reality)
platforms will result in new forms of social interaction that will require new forms of
analytics. The rise of decentralized social networks and greater focus on data
sovereignty may also affect what type and amount of data is available for analysis. This
continued demand for real-time analytics and hyper-personalization will require
analytics to pursue more than just reflective analytics, but immediate analytics or action
analytics.

The key benefit of social media analytics has been the reconceptualization of raw
and brandless digital interactions to generate relevant insights that influence decisions
across industries. Whether it be businesses wanting a better understanding of customer
engagement, governments tracking people sentiment, researchers exploring social
phenomena, or activists promoting change—social media analytics can be understood
as a mechanism to read the digital pulse of society. As levels of digital transformation
continue to accelerate (and it is just the early stages), the strategic value of social media
analytics will only become more pronounced. Understanding the capacity of social
media analytics, while contending with its ethical and technical challenges, will be

critical to understanding the value of social media analytics in a data-driven world.

Let’s Sum Up

Social media analytics is necessary for understanding user engagement, content
performance, and brand impact on social media. By collecting and analyzing likes,
shares, comments, impressions, and click through rates, businesses and organizations
can measure how effective a marketing strategy is. It helps identify trends, audience
behaviours, peak activity times, and campaign ROI. Social media analytics gives in-the-
moment and accessible insights into social media activity and its performance, and will
strategically help organizations make informed decisions, optimize content, and
compare with competitors. Social media analytics will also help monitor their own
reputation by measuring public sentiment about them, and detect potential crises before
they spiral out of control. For large, medium and small NGOs, large corporate, or

government brand, social media analytics plays a critical role in helping organizations

187



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -1V

identify scope for improvement and make better data-driven decisions about how they

will communicate and engage with stakeholders in the digital age.

Check Your Progress — Quiz 1

Choose the Correct Answer.
1. What does social media analytics primarily help measure?
a) Entertainment  b) Engagement c¢) Opinion d) Finance

2. Which of the following is commonly tracked in social media analytics?

a) Forecast b) Demand c) Impressions d) Attendance
3. Social media analytics supports __ decision-making.

a) Manual  b) Intuitive ¢) Emotional d) Informed
4. Analytics can monitor public __ on social media.

a) Sentiment b) Budget c) Revenue d) Legislation

5. Which sector can benefit from social media analytics?
a) Agriculture b) NGOs c) Textiles d) Mining

SECTION 4.2. KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPIS) FOR
SOCIAL MEDIA SUCCESS

The use of social media has become an important instrument that businesses
can use to communicate and engage with the target market in this digital age. Social
media marketing has grown to be a major component in modern marketing since social
media sites such as facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and X have several million active
users. However, the success of social media marketing campaigns may be hard to
measure and that is where such things as key performance indicators, or KPIs come in.
KPIs are quantifiable metrics helping the companies to evaluate the specific conditions
and objectives. SMM, KPIs can help marketers to assess the efficacy of their activities,
identify the areas that require further work and make information-based decisions
toward optimising their strategies. However, most of the companies struggle to identify
and track the right KPIs to use in their social media marketing campaigns making them

not sure about what works or does not due to its importance. The functions of KPIs in
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social media marketing, they could be used to measure, evaluate and enhance the
effectiveness of social media marketing. To provide Insight on the most effective KPIs to
measure the CPM of social media marketing and so that the companies can use the
metrics to make wiser decisions towards success in their marketing endeavors, they are

analyzed on the role of KPIs in social media marketing.
4.2.1. Reach and Impressions

Reaches define the number of the individual users who view a piece of content,
and impressions reflect the number of times a piece of content was displayed. The latter
are key metrics to analyzing the content visibility and exposure to the audience. A larger
reach indicates that the content is being watched by more people whilst the impressions

indicates multiple views, indicating content viriation or how often it is viewed.

As an illustration, a Facebook post can have a reach of 50,000 and an impression of
120,000 that means, some users viewed the post more than once. This is vital when
you are running brand awareness campaigns as opposed to landing conversion-based

campaigns.
4.2.2. Engagement Rate

The KPI that matters in regards to measuring the success of social media the
most is Engagement Rate. It is found by dividing engagements by the reach or the

numbers of fans followed by 100 to report in percentage.

Engagement Rate (%) = (Total number of Engagements / Total Followers or Reach) x
100

Engagement rate An engagement rate over 30% means the content is reaching out to
the audience. As an example, the Instagram typically has an engagement rate (1-3)
higher than Twitter (0.05-0.1) in that it is visual based. The regular monitoring of this KPI

is useful in terms of content planning and targeting the audience.
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4.2.3. He or she is divided by follower growth rate.

Rather than just monitoring the amount of followers, it would be better to pay
attention to the Follower Growth Rate telling how fast or slow a social media audience

grows.
Follower Growth Rate = ( ( New Followers - Lost Followers ) / Total Followers ) x 100

The measurement is crucial in determining the success of the promotional programs,
partnering with an influential person, or a viral post. A sharp rise in follower count can
be a sign that the content or campaign is being shared widely and a decline can be a

sign that the audience is displeased.
4.2.4. Click-Through Rate (CTR)

The Click-Through Rate determines the frequency of clicking a link in one of the
social media posts users get directed to a landing page, a website, or a product. It is

measured by dividing the number of clicks over the number of impressions.
CTR= (The number of link clicks / the number of impressions) x 100

The list of these is a high CTR or the indicator that the content is interesting and the
call-to-action is working. New statistics (2024) show that in general, the average CTR
depends on the platform and is as follows, Facebook (0.9%), Instagram (0.7%),
LinkedIn (0.5%), and Twitter (1.5%). Headlines, visuals, and CTAs should be tested and
optimized by marketers in order to increase CTR.

4.2.5. Conversion Rate

Conversion Rate is the frequency of users who took a wanted action (like

purchasing a product, filling in a form, or downloading a guide) after tapping into a post
in social media.

Conversion Rate = (Conversions / Clicks) x 100
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This KPI is purely related to business performance and is especially significant to paid
social media campaigns. Analytical tools such as Google Analytics and UTM
parameters are useful when monitoring the conversions caused by the various
platforms. In another example, a campaign that has 5, 000 clicks and 250 purchases

would have a conversion rate of 5 percent which is good.

4.2.6. Bounce Rate

Bounce Rate is the percentage of how many visitors entered a link in the social
media and have not opened or seen the destination page and have not done anything
such as clicking on somewhere on the new page. Bounce rate can be high and this is a
possible sign of mismatching between the expectations of the user and what they were

expecting to see in their landing page.
Bounce Rate =Total Sessions / SP Sessions) x 100

Through bounce rate, the weak links, bad page design or inappropriate information can
be identified. As one example, when a user clicks an Instagram ad that takes them to a
page that is not mobile-optimized, he or she can simply exit the page and thus boosting
the bounce rate. Optimally, bounce rates must not exceed 40 percent in order to make

social media conversions successful.

4.2.7. Video Views and Completion Rate

As video content is taking over the social media space, in particular, on
YouTube, Instagram Reels, and TikTok, Video Views and Video Completion Rate have
appeared as essential KPIs. The types of metrics normally used are view counts on how
long a user has watched the video at least 3 seconds and then we have completion rate
which tells how many users watched the video real length of time.

Completion rate = (no. of completed views/ no. of views)x 100
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The good completion rate of the video indicates an interactive video. As an example,
video with a completion rate of more than 50% is likely to be rewarded by the algorithm

in terms of increased viewership on YouTube.
4.2.8. Share of voice (SOV)

Share of Voice is considered to be the amount of every online content and
discussion of a company or a brand in relation to its competitors. It has mentions,

hashtags and keyword tracking.
SOV = (Brand Mentions /Total Mentions in industry) x 100

The measure will facilitate the evaluation of the brand dominance, influence and rivalry
positioning. As such, an example is that a cosmetics brand received 10,000 mentions in
a month and the cumulative mentions of the industry were 100,000 then the percentage
SOV of that cosmetics brand is 10%. The tools such as Brandwatch and Sprout social
help to gauge this KPI.

4.2.9. Customer satisfaction score (CSAT)

An example of a qualitative KPI is the CSAT, which gauges the content,
products, or customer service satisfaction of customers through social media. It is

usually acquired using surveys or feedback forms within chats or remarks.
CSAT = (The total number of satisfaction votes / the total number of respondents) x 100

As an example, when 85 of 100 customers describe the experience in terms of
positivity, the CSAT will be 85%. Real time feedback on services is frequently done on

social sites such as Facebook and Twitter.
4.2.10. Response Time and Response Rate

The KPIs involve assessing the social media responsiveness of a brand.
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Response Rate shows the percentage of requests that are responded to by the brand in
a specific period of time and Response Time shows the time that a brand takes to reply

to a request.

Customers today expect quick responses. A study by HubSpot (2023) found that 90% of
customers expect responses within 1 hour on social platforms. Brands that respond
faster tend to build higher trust and loyalty.

4.2.11. Sentiment Analysis

Through the natural language processing (NLP) tools available, sentiments on
the social media are analyzed; whether they are positive, negative or neutral. It can be
utilized in the gauging of the brand reputation and perception.

Feedback categorization is offered by such platforms as Hootsuite Insights and
BrandMentions. Sentiment analysis can also be applied in such aspects as when
launching a product sensation analysis can unveil how the general opinion is on that

and how brands can respond.
4.2.12. Return on Ad Spend (ROAS) and Cost per Click (CPC)

In paid social media, Cost per Click (CPC) reflects the charge levied on
advertisers by the number of users clicking the collateral whereas Return on Ad Spend

(ROAS) denotes the income divided by the number of rupees or dollars being paid.
CPC = Total Cost / The Total Number of Clicks
ROAS = Ad campaign revenue/ Ad campaign cost

To give an example in case a campaign cost 10,000 Rs and produced 40,000 Rs
revenue, ROAS is 4:1. Reduced CPC and augmented ROAS prove efficiency of the

campaign.
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4.2.13. Platform-Specific KPIs

The KPIs vary on each of the social media as they differ on content format.
Instagram: Saves, Story replies, reach and profile Visits
Facebook: Page likes, Share, Posts, and Ad relevance score
Twitter: Retweets, Mentions, Hashtag-click, Follower Demographics
LinkedIn: Job Posts, Industry-Based Engagement and Thought Leadership Metrics
TikTok: Percentage of Shares, Average Watch time, Trending audio actions

Knowledge of platform-specific KPIs assists in perfecting the strategies to get the best

results.
4.2.14. Choosing the Right KPlIs

Although there are many different possible KPIs, it should be recognized that not
all metrics are relevant for all businesses. The metrics you choose to assess should
relate to the overall strategic objectives of the business. This means that for a business
focused on brand awareness or lead generation, a relevant metric will be different than
for a business focused on customer engagement or conversions. KPIs should also be
SMART, meaning that they need to be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and
Time-based. Also, effective KPlI measurement requires an ongoing process of
measurement, including benchmarking against other similar businesses and industry

standards and ongoing analytics for informed decision-making.

When KPIs are used for social media to track success and measure performance, the
guesswork is no longer exercise. It is a strategy based approach and an attempt to
optimize the online presence of a brand, deliver valuable return-on-investment to the

audience we are seeking to reach, and measure growth in the digital world.
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Let’s Sum Up

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) reflect quantifiable values which allow
businesses to measure the success of their social media initiatives. Typical social media
KPIs may include things like engagement, reach, impressions, CTR, conversion rate,
follower growth, and brand mentions. Engagement tracks interactions users have with
their content (likes, shares, comments), and the reach and impressions of the content
finds out how audiences are exposed to the content and how many times it is seen,
respectively. CTR finds out how good the content is at enticing users to take action,
(i.e., click-through to their website), while conversion rate measures how many users
took the desired action (i.e., signing up for an email campaign, making a purchase,
etc.). By tracking these KPIs, marketers are able to adjust their performance against
achieving maximum effect, gain more visibility of the brand and overall accomplish their
business goals on social media channels, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and

LinkedIn.
Check Your Progress — Quiz 2

Choose the Correct Answer
1. Which KPI measures user interaction such as likes and comments?

a) Reach b) Impressions c) Engagement d) Followers

2. What KPI shows how many people have seen your post?

a) Reach b) Clicks ¢) Mentions d) Growth

3. Which KPI tracks how many times a post is displayed?

a) Conversion b) Engagement c) Impressions d) Referral

4. What indicates successful user action from social content?

a) Clicks b) Conversion c) Followers d) Views

5. Which KPI measures increase in audience size?
a) Impressions b) Growth ¢) CTR d) Reach
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SECTION 4.3. USING ANALYTICS TOOLS

The world of business and the creation of content is extremely competitive on the
internet and knowing how users react, what content can perform, and what the return of
investment (ROI) is, is where success is measured. Facebook Insights, Instagram
Insights, and Google Analytics are now the key analytics tools that allow following the
performance, analyzing the data, and adjusting the strategies. Such tools do not only
bring transparency to campaigns run in the digital environment but also make it possible

for marketers to make data-driven decisions that will result in better performance.
4.3.1. Facebook Insights: Checking The Activity and Growth

Facebook Insights is an in-built, free available analytics to page administrators. It
provides meticulous figures on viewer interaction, meta effectiveness and viewer
demographics. Facebook Insights starts delivering more reliable information as soon as
one of the pages has 100 followers.

Key Features:

Page Summary: Provides an overview of past performance in the last 7 or 28 days such

as page likes, post reach and engagement.

Post Performance: Displays what posts have gotten the most attention in the way of

likes, shares, comments, and reach.

Audience Data: Contains demographic information age, gender, location and device
used.

Applicability of the Data:

To cite an example, should a post that has a video generate 5x as much
interaction compared to a post in text form, the marketers can shift gear and focus on
producing more content that is multimedia in nature. The When Your Fans Are Online

part assists in making postings to ensure there are optimum times. Hootsuite 2024
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report revealed that 33 percent of brands that made posts according to the audience

online times had improved engagement rates.
Instagram Insights: The Visual Analytics of Visual Content

The visual rich content is very effective in Instagram as a tool of brand storytelling.
Instagram Notes Business and creator accounts can receive real-time data on their post
and story performance, follower growth, and audience behavior through Instagram

Insights.
Core Metrics:

Reach and Impressions: The number of times the content was viewed and the unique

users of content.
Interaction: Likes, comments, shares, and saves.

Follower Analytics: Monitors the patterns of growth, periods of activity, and the most

popular cities as well as countries.

Content Interactions: Reports which content type (Reels, Stories, Posts) provokes the

best user engagement.
Strategic Use:

This information can help marketers improve on the written data. To illustrate,
suppose Reels have better results as compared to the static posts, then content
strategy can be changed respectively. In 2023, the parent company of Instagram, Meta,
confessed that Reels receive 20 percent more engagement than regular posts. This

confirms the moving towards the short-form video marketing.

4.3.2. Advanced Analytics Google Analytics How visitors Use Your
Website

Although social media analytics will help identify valuable qualities of data related
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to a particular platform, Google Analytics (GA4) will give the overall picture concerning
how the web resource operates. It monitors user behavior to locate and engage with
websites hence becoming a necessity in quantifying ROI of social media and

advertising campaigns.
Key Capabilities:
Real Time Reporting: Track user activity in real-time in the site.

Traffic Sources: Know how the users enter the site; I.e. organic search, paid advertising,

direct URL, or social media.

User Behavior. Monitors the page viewing, bounce rate, session length and

conversions.

Goals and Conversions: The companies can create their own goals (e.g., downloads,

purchases) and see how they are accomplished.
Strategy Significance:

As an example, in case the bounce rate of the traffic received through Instagram
is high in Google Analytics, this can indicate an insufficient structure of the landing
pages, or insufficient content focus. On the same note, when campaigns through email
yield a high conversion rate, additional resources can be shifted towards email
marketing. Statista (2024) has found out that more than 56 percent of all digital
marketers in the world use Google Analytics to optimize their campaigns.

4.3.3. Comparative Utility of Tools

Each tool serves a unique purpose, and together they form a cohesive

framework for digital performance analysis.
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Tool Best For Key Metrics

Facebook Post performance, audience||[Reach, Engagement, Follower
Insights growth demographics

Instagram Visual content tracking,|Saves, Shares, Story exits,
Insights follower behavior Reels views

Google Website traffic &||Sessions, Bounce rate,
Analytics conversions Referral sources

This synergy allows marketers to trace a customer journey across touchpoints—from

initial social media interaction to website conversion.
4.3.4. Integration and Dashboarding

In order to eliminate the need to toggle between various platforms, several
professionals use tools such as Google Data Studio, Hootsuite Analytics, or Sprout
Social and allow various platform insights into a single space. With these dashboards, it
is possible to compare across platforms, trend analysis, and presentation to the
stakeholders. An example is Google Data Studio, where marketers can create their
custom dashboards integrating Google Analytics and social media Performance,

providing a 360 degree view of performance.
4.3.5. Contribution to Decision-Making and Strategy Re-Finement

Analytics tools are not report printing sites, but decision tools. Knowing what
materials can generate interest, which websites provide quality traffic and when people
are the most active can allow businesses a more gradual approach in their whole

marketing strategy. For example:

Another thing that a local restaurant can now learn about their customers through

Facebook Insights is that the promotional posts around 7 PM receive the most
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involvement and that they should make those posts as their regular post every day.

Google Analytics enables an e-commerce business to determine that most of the

conversions occur on Instagram traffic where it should invest in Instagram Ads.

Brands can rely on the insights to help make marketing evidence-based instead of

guesswork.
4.3.6.Monitoring the ROl and Campaign Effectiveness

Among the most important features of analytics tools is ability to trace ROI
(Return on Investment). With the optimization of UTM parameters in links and tracking
using Google Analytics, it is possible to trace the success of every marketing channel.
As an example, a campaign that has spent 10,000 Rs on Instagram Ads could yield

purchases that result in 3x sales of 30,000, i.e., a 3x ROI.

Likewise, Ad manager Facebook allows the integration of Insights so you can track cost
per result, click-through rate (CTR), and conversions and find out what creative, or

audience segment you are performing best.
4.3.7. Predictive Analytics and Al Integration

New age analytics are developing with Al and machine learning. GA4 comes with
such predictive metrics as potential churn or likely to purchase and can be used to
implement their retargeting strategy. With the help of Al, the ad platform offered by
Facebook proposes the best target population and allocation of the funds. Such
foresights give you the opportunities to do proactive marketing, that is, you do marketing

even before performance declines or opportunities are lost.
4.3.8. Ethical Considerations and Privacy of Data

As more countries focus on the need to implement data privacy, including in
Europe (with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)) and India (Digital Personal

Data Protection Act (2023)), marketers must employ analytics in an ethical manner.
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Such tools as Google Analytics have moved to the cookie-less ad tracking options and
anonymous data collection options. Seek user consent or in the case of websites, opt

out options of tracking.

Issues of Using Analytics Tools

In spite of their benefit, there are challenges with analytics tools:

Data Overload: Over the top data with a lack of interpretation can be confusing.

Misinterpretation: Correlation is confused with causation often; i.e. having more visits

does not imply good performance in the scenario whereby bounce rates are high.
Cross-platform Complexity: Cross platform data integration is technically complicated.

Algorithm Updates: Algorithms are regularly updated by platforms, which changes the
flow of data as well as the analysis of its impact.

The best ways to overcome these include ongoing learning and association with digital

analysts.
4.3.9. Data-Driven Culture Development

To sum up, analytical programs like Facebook Insights, Instagram Insights, and
Google Analytics have completely changed the interaction of brands with consumers,
guantification of their results, and planning of their mutual business development. They
enable marketers to shift the foundation on intuition to that of insight, on chance to
design. He or she also believes that the future is with people who are able to may not

just collect but also to make meaningful interpretations and take intelligent actions.

No rounded digital strategy is complete without analytics. These tools can be
competitive in terms of optimizing the content, knowing the audience preferences,
refining ad budgets. As platforms and consumer behavior evolve, continuous upskilling
in analytics will be critical. Harnessing these tools effectively ensures not just visibility in

the digital space—but sustainability and success.
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Let’s Sum Up

Tools for analytics like Facebook Insights, Instagram Insights, and Google
Analytics are important tools to measure and understand the social media space. These
outreach analytics provide as-they-happen data on user engagement metrics such as
demographics and impressions, amongst others. Facebook Insights provides in-depth
metrics like reach, post engagement, page views, and response to comments from
followers. Instagram Insights focuses on follower engagements, reach, and impressions
including likes, comments, reposts, etc. Google Analytics can also be used for activity
toward businesses, as it tracks the traffic that a social media site can bring to a
business's website. Utilizing these tools will permit an evaluator to assess everything
from their conversion rate, to how users are engaging with marketing initiatives, while
identifying effective strategies and potential growth. These tools will enhance marketer
efforts to make data-led informed decisions through identifying what posts performed
well and what times are appropriate to share posts. They will also be helpful when
evaluating return-on-investment, audience engagement, and ad campaign performance.
Overall, these tools will help marketers optimize their marketing strategies , further
increasing user engagement and helping goals for the business.

Check Your Progress Quiz 3
Choose the correct Answer
1. Which tool provides website traffic insights from social media platforms?
a) Facebook b) Twitter  c¢) YouTube d) Google
2. Which metric is commonly tracked in Instagram Insights?
a) Bounce b) Retweet c) Reach d) Clickbait
3. What type of decisions do analytics tools support?

a) Random b) Passive c) Data-driven d) Intuitive
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4. Which platform offers 'Page Views' as a metric?
a) WhatsApp b) LinkedIn c) Facebook d) Telegram
5. What is the main benefit of using analytics tools?

a) Entertainment b) Prediction ¢) Optimization d) Moderation

SECTION 4.4. MEASURING ROI AND IMPROVING SOCIAL MEDIA
STRATEGIES

Within the digital age, social media has become a plausible marketing and
communications tool that have allowed businesses, institutions, and individuals to
connect to audiences in real-time. There are billions of users OR a presence within
social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter (X), LinkedIn, and Tik Tok,
social media is vast to allow brand exposure and customer connections. Nonetheless,
as investment in social media campaigns go up, the businesses are subjected with
critical functions of monitoring the returns on their investments in terms of ROI and
streamlining their campaigns to operate at the optimum level. In this chapter, the author
discusses the existing methodologies to calculate social media ROI and describes some
strategic plans to improve the effectiveness of social media.

4.4.1. Social Media ROl Knowledge

In social media, Return on Investment (ROI) is associated with the worth gained
through its actions on the social sites against what one has invested in terms of time,
money or even manpower. In a conventional way the ROI is computed by the formula:
ROI = (Net profit / investment) x 100 ROI
ROI may prove to be rather difficult to determine in the context of the social media since
the benefits may be mostly intangible: brand awareness, user interaction, and customer
loyalty. Therefore, social media ROI should be based on the quantitative and qualitative
factors differentiated by the purpose of a campaign.

Example:

* Ad spend: 50,000 rupees on the instagram ads
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e Campaign Revenue: 125000
ROI = ((1,25,000 50,000)/ 50, 000) x 100 = 150 %
4.4.2. The Significance of Measuring ROI

1. Justifications of Budget Allocations: Stakeholders and managers require clear-cut
evidence to convince them that social media campaigns are leading to the revenue and
business objectives.

2. Enhances Strategy: ROI knowledge is used to determine which platform, content or
campaign delivers the maximum.

3. Enables Goal Alignment: It makes sure that digital marketing activities align with
overall organizational goals and objectives including lead generation, customer

acquisition, or community building.

4. Drives the Decision-Making: Having a greater insight into ROl enables more

intelligent investment into future campaigns and mitigating risks.
4.4.3. Performance indicators (KPIs) for tracking ROI

In order to track ROI effectively, companies need to identify and track the right
KPIs that help them focus on what matters in achieving their goals. Examples of KPIs

include:

1. Reach and Impressions

This is the number of people who saw a post or advertisement.
This is most applicable in brand awareness campaigns.

For example: Facebook Insights, or Twitter Analytics.

2. Engagement Metrics

Engagement includes likes, shares, comments, retweets, saves, and interactions with

stories.
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Engagement metrics help to tell the company how well their content is connecting with

its users.
3. Click-through rate (CTR)

The percentage of users who are clicking on a call to action (CTA) following a post or

advertisement.
A high click-through rate indicates that the messaging and targeting is effective.
4. Conversion rate

The number of users that complete a desired action, such as filing out a form,

downloading an e-book, or purchasing something.
5. Cost-per-click (CPC) and cost-per-acquisition (CPA)

o Cost-per-click indicates how much a company spends on each user click.
o Cost-per-acquisition indicates how much it costs them to acquire a customer

through the social campaigns.
6. Customer lifetime value (CLV)

An estimate of ROI in the long term as it takes into consideration the total value a
customer will represent during their relationship with the brand.

7. Social Media Sentiment

« Utilizes Al tools to evaluate audience tone (positive, neutral, negative) in relation to the

brand.

* Tools include Brandwatch, Sprout Social, and Hootsuite Insights.
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4.4.4. Setting SMART Goals

In order to provide sound evaluation of ROI, it is important you have a structure

when it comes to goal setting. One common framework is SMART:
* Specific: What do you want to achieve? (e.g. Increase followers by 20%)
* Measurable: Is it something you can measure using data?

 Achievable: Is it something you can realistically achieve given your

budget/resources?
* Relevant: Is it aligned with your larger goals/objectives?

» Time-bound: What is the time period to get it done?
4.4.5.Tools for Tracking ROI

There are many tools available to help track social media ROI easily:

1. Google Analytics: Track website traffic, where traffic is coming from and

conversions from social platforms.
2. Meta Business Suite: delves deep into Facebook and Instagram Analytics.

3. Hootsuite: A social media management platform that tracks your performance and

audience engagement while providing reporting capabilities.
4. Hubspot: A combination of CRM, email marketing and social media reporting tool.

5. Sprout Social: Take a look at engagement, trends and demographic information

about your audience.

Data Driven Improvement Strategy
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Once you have established your ROl measurement, you can then look to improve your

strategy by determining what you will keep doing and what you will tweak.

1. Audience Segmentation and Personalization

» Content can be personalized by considering demographic, interests, and behaviors.

» For example, B2B marketers on LinkedIn can target a specific case study to a specific

audience.

2. Content Performance Analysis

« Identify the top-performing content in terms of reach and engagement.

» For example, Reels and Stories on Instagram frequently outperform standard posts, in

many cases.

3. A/B Testing (Split Testing)

 A/B test different headlines/captions/images/CTAs to find what works.

4. Optimize Time of Posting

* Use platform insights to post when your audiences are most engaged.

5. Cross-platform Integration

* Use insights from one platform to optimize your content across other platforms.

* For example, TikTok video content can be repurposed for Instagram Reels, or
YouTube Shorts.

Case Study: A Social Campaign in E-Commerce with Solid ROI

Brand: An Indian small-scale fashion brand

Campaign Aim: to improve website sales through ads on Instagram
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Actual Spend: (] 1,00,000
Results:
» Website visitors: 15,000
 Sales generated: [1 3,00,000
* ROI: 200%
Key Insights: »
Ads with discount codes were the best performers.
* Engagement occurred between 7 — 9 PM
» Credibility increased with influencer campaigns or collaborations.

4.4.6. Challenges in Measuring ROI on Social Media

1. Attribution problems: difficult to track what platforms or campaigns resulted in a sale

for a particular campaign

2. Long sales cycles: Consumers spend weeks engaging with the brand before they

convert

3. Intangible metrics: Brand loyalty, brand awareness, customer satisfaction can be
really difficult to quantify

4. Platform Algorithm Changes: Sudden changes in visibility to algorithm changes

impact ROI.

4.4.7. Improving ROI through Strategy Refinement

The process of improving ROI is an ongoing cycle of tracking, assessing, and

acting. Below are effective methods to improve ROI through social media channels:
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1. Create well-defined buyer personas
* Create a document of detailed and specific portraits of ideal customers.
* Create content and targeting around these personas.
2. Use influencer marketing

* You can use influencers that are niche or exclusive to the product-type you are

advertising which build credibility and exposure.

» Generally, micro-influencers, those with about 10k--50k followers often provide greater

ROI than A-list celebrities, but it all depends on the niche.
3. Use Paid Advertising
» Use sponsored posts and paid advertising to increase exposure and engagement.

» Sponsored posts are ideal for brand awareness, but to most efficiently convert warm

leads require greater attention to retargeting advertisements.
4. Use Video Content

* Video content produces more engagement than a static image by7 a long-shot, and all
social channels offer various systems for advertisers to show off videos ultimately, from
Instagram Reels to You Tube Shorts , and generation Z announced that video is

preferred to any other.
5. Use User Generated Content (UGC)

 Sharing or reposting customer reviews or testimonials builds trust and increases reach

organically.
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4.4.8. The Future of Measuring ROI in Social Media

It is an exciting time for digital marketing as artificial intelligence (Al) and machine
learning provide the benefits of tracking, assessing, and acting, there are a wide range
of options to determine the impact of your campaign. This automation will improve ROI
measurement both qualitatively and quantitatively by deploying wide range of rapidly
built technology like; real-time analytics, sentiment and opinion analysis, and mapping

customer journey.

New trends to watch for:

* Al-Driven Examples of Predictive Modelling of ROI

* CRM integration

* Voice-based and Chatbot analytics

* Blockchain to measure ad performance transparently

It is no longer an option to measure social media ROI—it is imperative. As
brands move money into social media, they need to track performance and improve
performance so that they can be sustainable and have a competitive advantage.
SMART goals lead to the right KPIs and the continuous analysis of results that not only
justify the investment of money but will take the money spent to create exponential
value from social media. ROl measurement is both a science and an art—there is the

data analysis, the strategic planning, and the creative execution.

Let’s Sum Up

Being able to measure Return on Investment (ROI) in social media marketing is
essential to ensure that campaigns are more efficient and to enhance future strategies.
ROI is used to measure the value of a metric from an investment in a channel such as
Facebook, Instagram or LinkedIn and is usually measured through engagement, clicks,
conversions, or sales. There are many KPI's (key performance indicators) that are
considered when measuring the results of a social media campaign including reach,
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impressions, and customer acquisition cost. There are also a variety of tools available to
help measure social media outcomes including Google Analytics, Meta Insights and
UTM tracking links. In order to find ways to optimize social media strategy, marketers
should observe campaign data on an iterative basis and look for patterns in successful
content, test posting times, use A/B testing, and observe audience behavior. The best
way to do this is to listen to the audience by keeping a pulse on the conversation, stay
abreast of trends, and after gathering knowledge and feedback, try to adjust the
approach to obtain better outcomes in the future. Additionally, focused on whether the
paid or organic strategy is being used is helpful. ROl means that we are getting results

related to our business initiatives.

Check Your Progress Quiz 4

Choose the Correct Answer
1. What does ROI stand for in social media marketing?
a) Reach b) Revenue c) ROI d) Return
2. Which tool is commonly used to track website conversions from social media?
a) Canva b) Analytics c) Instagram d) Buffer
3. What is used to differentiate campaign sources in links?
a) Pixel b) UTM c) Cookie d) Cache
4. One way to test different content formats is through:
a) Ranking b) Feedback c) Testing d) Advertising
5. Improving strategy requires tracking:

a) Budget b) Metrics c¢) Graphics d) Design
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4.5. Unit- Summary,

Analytics related to social media are important for understanding how an
audience engages with an organization, tracking audience engagement over time, and
enhancing digital efforts. Tracking data from social media platforms like Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube provides organizations and marketers with information
to make informed decisions about how to strengthen their brand and affect customer
engagement. The actual value of social media analytics is turning raw engagement data
(likes, shares, comments and impressions) into insights that can turn audience
attraction into engagement. In addition, this allows you to see what type of social media
content is exploding positively or negatively from a campaign, when your audience is
active and online, who your audience is as followers and users, and the kinds of trends
and content that are driving or taking away audience interest. Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) help measure how successful an organization is on social media.
Metrics may include how many people are reached, engagement rate, amounts of
followers, how many people click through links (click-through rates [CTR]), conversion
rates, bounce rates and some customer satisfaction measures. KPIs help businesses
determine what goals are measurable and how to determine if goals were achieved. For
example, a high engagement rate could signify the content resonated with the audience
but a low CTR could suggest another compelling call-to-action was needed. Social
media provides native analytics tools that help you collect and analyze data. For
example, both Facebook Insights and Instagram Insights show how your posts
performed in terms of interaction with users, reach, and audience engagement.
Similarly, Google Analytics will provide information on traffic (from social media) to your
website and track user behavior on the website, allowing you to learn about the journey
a customer takes from click to conversion. When you use this information, you gain
potential insights about the customer pathway through tracking in the past for strategic
use in the future. You can also track social media activity in real-time for reporting
purposes. Measuring Return (of) Investment (ROI) from your social media investment
and various activities is important to clarify and justify where you spend your budget as
a marketing effort. To effectively measure ROI, your business must compare the cost of

your social media investment (e.g., the cost of media dollars to spend on advertising
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social media, the cost of the content created, etc.) to the overall value generated by the

social media activity (e.g., sales increases, lead conversions, brand awareness, etc.).

Measurement is important to help your business better allocate, and reinvest resources

in social media activities that are better performing. In conclusion, social media data

analysis, in conjunction with clearly defined KPIs and ROl measurement, aids marketers

in measuring results and performance; determining the behaviors of audiences and

social media users; serving as a basis to initiatives aimed at optimizing social media

performance; enhancing engagements; and producing better outcomes for your brand.

3.6. Glossar

Key word

Meaning

Social Media Analytics

The process of collecting, analyzing, and interpreting
data from social media platforms to make informed

marketing decisions.

Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs)

Measurable values used to evaluate the
effectiveness and success of a social media
campaign, such as engagement rate, reach,

impressions, and conversions.

ROI (Return on Investment)

A performance metric that evaluates the efficiency or
profitability of an investment, showing what return a

company gets from its social media spending.

Analytics Tools

Software or platforms (e.g., Facebook Insights,
Instagram Insights, Google Analytics) that help

monitor and interpret social media metrics.

Social Media Strategy

A plan that outlines goals, tactics, target audience,
and metrics to achieve success through social media

marketing.
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3.7. Self-Assessment Questions

Short Essay Questions (5 Marks)

1. What does ROI stand for in social media analytics?
2. Name any two popular social media analytics tools.
3. What is the main purpose of KPIs in social media?
4. Define social media analytics in one sentence.
Long Essay Questions (8 Marks)

1. Explain the importance of social media analytics in shaping digital marketing

strategies.

2. Discuss different types of KPIs used to measure social media success with

examples.
3. Compare and contrast the features of Facebook Insights and Instagram Insights.

4. How can businesses measure the ROI of their social media campaigns, and why is it

important?

5. Describe how data from analytics tools can be used to improve future social media

strategies.
3.8. Answers for Check Your Progress
Modules S.No Answer key
1 b) Engagement
2 c) Impressions
Module- 1 3 d) Informed
4 a) Sentiment
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b) NGOs

c) Engagement

a) Reach

Modules-2 c) Impressions

b) Conversion

b) Growth

d) Google

c) Reach

Modules-3 c) Data-driven

c) Facebook

c) Optimization

d) Return

b) Analytics

Modules-4 b) UTM

c) Testing
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b) Metrics

3.9. Case Study

Case Study 1: Swiggy — Using Social Media Analytics to Improve Engagement

Swiggy analyzed data from Instagram Insights and Facebook Insights to
understand user engagement patterns. By tracking KPIs such as likes, shares,
comments, reach, and story views, Swiggy identified that short-form videos and
interactive stories generated higher engagement. Based on these insights, Swiggy
adjusted its content strategy, resulting in increased engagement rates and improved
brand visibility.

Questions
1. Identify the key KPIs used by Swiggy to measure social media performance.
2. How did analytics tools help Swiggy improve its content strategy?

3. Explain the importance of engagement metrics in social media analytics.
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Case Study 2: Tata CLiQ — Measuring ROI through Social Media Analytics

Tata CLiQ used Google Analytics and Facebook Ads Manager to measure the
ROI of its social media campaigns. The company tracked website traffic, conversion
rates, cost per acquisition, and revenue generated from social media ads. Based on
ROI analysis, Tata CLIQ reallocated its advertising budget toward high-performing

platforms, leading to improved sales and reduced marketing costs.
Questions
1. How does ROI measurement help in improving social media strategies?
2. ldentify the tools used by Tata CLIQ to track campaign performance.
3. Explain the role of conversion metrics in performance measurement.
Case Study 3: Netflix — Data-Driven Social Media Strategy Optimization

Netflix uses advanced analytics tools to monitor audience engagement, content
reach, and platform-specific performance. By analyzing KPIs such as video views,
watch time, shares, and follower growth, Netflix tailors its content for different platforms.
Analytics-driven decisions help Netflix optimize posting time, content format, and
promotional strategy, resulting in high audience engagement and sustained brand

loyalty.

Questions
1. How does Netflix use social media analytics to optimize content strategy?
2. ldentify the KPIs relevant to video-based social media platforms.

3. Explain how analytics contributes to continuous improvement in social media

marketing.

3.10. Open source for e- content link

Topic Link

Social Media | https://lwww.kalaharijournals.com/resources/Vol.%206%20(Speci
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UNIT -V Crisis Management, Ethics, and Future Trends in Social Media

Crisis Management, Ethics, and Future Trends in Social Media — Managing
Brand Reputation and Handling Negative Feedback — Ethical Considerations
in Social Media Marketing — Emerging Trends in social media (Al-driven
Marketing, AR/VR, Live Shopping, etc.) — Future of Social Media Marketing

and Brand Engagement

SECTION 5.1. | MANAGING BRAND REPUTATION AND HANDLING NEGATIVE | 222
FEEDBACK
5.1.1. Understanding Brand Reputation in the Digital Age 224
5.1.2. Elements of good Brand Reputation Management 225
5.1.3. The Role of Social Media in Shaping Brand Reputation 226
5.14. Types and Sources of Negative Feedback. 226
5.1.5. Best Practices for Handling Negative Feedback 227
5.1.6. Crisis Management and Reputation Recovery 228
517 . Role of Employees in Managing Brand Image 229
5138 . Legal and Ethical Considerations 229
5.1.9. Data-Driven Reputation Management 229
5.1.10 . Success and failure in brand reputation Case Studies: 230
51.11 . Creating a Reputation Gain Resilience 230
5.1.12 . Reputation is a Marathon, Not a Sprint 231
Let’s Sum Up 231
Check Your Progress Quiz 3 232
SECTIONS.2. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING 232
5.2.1. Honesty and Truth in Advertising 233
5.2.2. Influencer Transparency and Sponsored Content Disclosure 233
5.2.3. Privacy and Data Protection 234
5.2.4. Manipulative and Addictive Practices in Design 234
5.2.5. Cultural Sensitivity and Inclusion 234




CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -V
5.2.6. Algorithmic Targeting Equity 235
5.2.7. Engagement manipulation/Fake followers 235
5.2.8. Moral Dealing with the Crisis on the Social Media 235
5.2.9. Children and Vulnerable Groups 236
5.2.10. Sustainability and Social Responsibility Messaging 236
5.2.11. Upholding Ethics as a Strategic Imperative 236

Let’s Sum Up 237
Check Your Progress Quiz 3 237
SECTION 5.3. | EMERGING TRENDS IN SOCIAL MEDIA 238
5.3.1. Marketing driven by Artificial Intelligence (Al) 238
5.3.2. Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) 239
5.3.3. Social Commerce and Live Shopping 240
5.3.4. UGC and Creator Economy 241
5.3.5. The Rule of the Short Video and Ephemeral Content 241
5.3.6. Social media that uses voice & audio media. 242
5.3.7. Niche Marketing and the Influencer Micro-Community 242
5.3.8. Ethical Marketing, Data Privacy, and Digital Well-being 243
5.3.9. The Future of Social Media is Smart, Immersive and Human Centric 243
Let’s Sum Up 244
Check Your Progress Quiz 3 244
SECTION 5.4. | FUTURE OF SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING AND BRAND 245
ENGAGEMENT
541 Shifting from Promotion to Conversation 246
54.2. Al and Automation: Scale of Personalization 246
5.4.3. Advance of Influencer and Creator Marketing 246
5.4.4. Short-Form and Video-First Content Strategy 247
54.5. AR and VR - The Immersive Edge 247
5.4.6. The Magic of Data and Predictive Analytics 247
5.4.7. Social Commerce: The Future of Shopping 248
5.4.8. Audio -based engagement and Voice Search 248

220




CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT-V

5.4.9. Brand Tribes and Community Building 248
5.4.10. Sustainability, Ethics, and Purpose-Driven Marketing 249
5.4.11. Decentralized Platforms and Web3 - A New Era 249
5.4.12. User-Generated Content (UGC) as a Trust Driver 249
5.4.13. Algorithm and fragmentation 250
5.4.14. Potential Challenges and Risks 250
5.4.15. The Human Touch in a Tech-Driven World 250
5.4.16. Adapting to a Living Ecosystem 251

Let’s Sum Up 251

Check Your Progress Quiz 3 252
5.5. Unit Summary 252
5.6. Glossary 253
5.7. Self-Assessment Questions 253
5.8. Answers for Check Your Progress 254
5.9. Case Study 255
5.10. Open source for e- content link 256
5.11 References 257

UNIT OBJECTIVES

This unit aims to develop an understanding of crisis management in social
media, focusing on managing brand reputation and effectively handling negative
feedback, complaints, and online backlash. It seeks to equip learners with the
knowledge and skills required to respond promptly, transparently, and strategically to

protect brand image and maintain customer trust in digital environments.

Further, the unit intends to create awareness about ethical considerations in social
media marketing, including data privacy, transparency, truthful advertising, and
responsible influencer practices. It also aims to familiarize learners with emerging trends
in social media such as Al-driven marketing, AR/VR experiences, and live shopping,
and to analyze the future of social media marketing and brand engagement in an

increasingly technology-driven and consumer-centric digital landscape.
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CRISIS MANAGEMENT, ETHICS, AND FUTURE TRENDS IN SOCIAL MEDIA

The social media has not only become a revolutionizing force in communication
and the sharing of information but also in the conduct of business, the governance of
people and reactions to outside crises. Its ubiquitous presence makes necessary the
deep knowledge of crisis management tactics, ethical issues, and the new tendencies of
the digital world. To move freely in this ever-evolving digital world is a capability that
must be acquired by digital strategists, social workers, marketers, policymakers and
general users alike, and not only with technical accuracy, but also ethical distinctiveness
and visionary foresight.

Crisis communications involving social media is fast in this era of digital immediacy and
requires rapid response, open communication and strategic planning. Crises may have
any source whether it is controversial content, customer backlash, misinformation,
cyberattacks, or even a pandemic and natural disasters at a mass scale. During the
times like that, social media turns into the battlefield of mass opinion and an essential
means of communication. As an illustration, social media, Twitter, Facebook, and
Instagram, were proactively utilized in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic as
platforms by which governments and international health agencies could communicate
advisories, counter-misinformation, and reach out to citizens. According to a statistic
published by Statista in 2021, more than 4.2 billion individuals were availing social
media worldwide, which explains the great potential of real-time use of social media in

public communication during emergencies.

An effective crisis management strategy usually encompasses four processes, namely
preparation (through development of protocol and media training), response (in the
issuing of official statements and clarifications), recovery (regeneration of confidence
with the general populace) and evaluation (to gauge the learning points in the future
preparedness). Hootsuite and Brandwatch are tools that lets an organisation to engage
in social listening, monitoring the sentiment, and making proactive responses to it.
Except the crisis management, the ethical aspects of using social media are also of

paramount importance.

222



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT-V

Preservation of privacy, digital bullying, fake news, and unrestricted marketing with
influencers are some of the ethical questions that threaten the realm of the digital world.
As an example, one can recall the notorious case of Cambridge Analytica that revealed
potential use of personal data in political agendas leading to a world outcry about the
ethical management of personal information. In addition, uncontrollable dissemination of
fake news on sites may result in widespread social unrest and lack of confidence
among people. Hate speech and cyberbullying are also an increasingly spreading
problem with permanent psychological consequences to a victim. Growth in transparent
marketing of influencer marketing is also desirable so that they do not mislead
audiences, especially vulnerable consumers. To address these issues, policies such as
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of the European Union and the
Information Technology Rules (2021) of India have been enacted to enact moral
actions. However, legislations are not the only effective instrument leading to a
meaningful change, and they bear on developing digital literacy and being a responsible
online citizen. In the future, a number of strong forces are transforming the future of

social media.

The use of Atrtificial Intelligence (Al) to personalize content, user behavior detection and
even create its own content has become more common, and by 2025, it is projected
that Al will make more than 60 percent of the suggestions on some of the popular sites.
Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) are also recreating the field of social
interaction, presented most visibly in the commercialization of the so-called metaverse.
Blockchain-based decentralized social networks Lens Protocol and Mastodon are
becoming increasingly popular as they entail greater ownership of user content and
data efficacy. Moreover, the rising popularity of audio-based and short-term (so-called
ephemeral) content, such as Instagram Stories, Twitter Spaces, etc demonstrates that

users are currently shifting to the tendency of perceived closeness and immediacy.

Social commerce is also growing dramatically, eMarketer estimates that global
sales in social platforms will follow or possibly exceed $2.9 trillion by 2026. Lastly, citing
privacy, digital well-being, and mental health, social media platforms are slowly
incorporating build-in limits for screen time, content filtering, and other design elements

to promote healthier habits. In conclusion, crisis management and ethical responsibility,
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plus future digital trends will shape our social media content now. As every post and
comment can turn into social change, organizations and individuals need to work with
social media responsibly and ethically. By building ethical components, creating strong
response plans, and leaning toward being literacy in digital is the path towards working

in the digital landscape with innovation, conscientiousness, and global reach.

In the digital age, brand reputation is a vital resource, often considered more
valuable than the goods and services a company provides. A strong brand reputation
fosters customer loyalty, affects purchasing decisions, builds credibility, and helps
ensure competitive advantage. A Nielsen Global Survey from 2023, claims 85% of
consumers said they would rather buy from a brand they trust and 59% said they would
be willing to pay more for those brands. On the other hand, a poor brand reputation can
lead to a swift loss of trust, reduced sales, and long-term damage to the brand. In our
world filled with social media, sharing and reviewing services online, and real-time
interactions with customers, brand reputation management has never been so essential

and complicated at the same time.

Brand reputation can be defined as the way in which a brand is viewed by the

stakeholders the customers, the employees, the investors and the media as well as the

people. It is developed gradually with the help of uniform message about the brand,

quality of products, customer care, ethics, and social responsibility. Reputations are
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highly exposed and they are vulnerable in the digital channels. Just one bad review,
viral tweet or, misleading post can affect the social capital and do a lot of damage.
BrightLocal 2024 Local Consumer Review Survey says that 87 percent of users read
reviews of local companies and 94 percent of them have refused to use a brand ever

after reading negative things about it.
5.1.2. Elements of good Brand Reputation Management

Brand reputation management is a conceptual approach that incorporates
proactive branding, real-time communication, stakeholder connection and perception

monitoring. They include:

1. Uniform Brand ldentity: Presenting the same message in every channel, placed in

websites and social media, as well as through customer service.

2. Quality and Reliability: Enhancing the quality of its products/services in a way that
makes them quite reliable.

3. Transparency and accountability: Accepting the errors and correcting them with a

plan.

4. Customer-Centric Engagement: relating to the customers and understanding their

comments with thoughtfulness and promptness.

5. Ethical Conduct and CSR: Consistency with the social, environmental and ethical

demands of the population.

Such businesses as Patagonia and Tata Group gained solid reputations by means of
ethical sourcing, sustainability activities, and corporate social responsibility (CSR) that

serve as a kind of cushion when criticism comes.
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5.1.3. The Role of Social Media in Shaping Brand Reputation

Social media has a dual impact as both a powerful vehicle for brand advocacy
and a powerful source for brand criticism. Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, Facebook,
and LinkedIn enable word-of-mouth and amplify social media complaints. A well-
thought-out social media presence can help humanize a brand and create loyalty, while
the opposite is true when poorly managed. The backlash United Airlines faced in 2017
after a video of a passenger being forcibly removed went viral demonstrates just how
damaging a poorly dealt brand crisis can be. A company can utilize listening tools such
as Hootsuite, Brandwatch, and Sprout Social to monitor public sentiment and take

action in real-time.
5.1.4. Types and Sources of Negative Feedback.

Negative feedback can come from a number of directions—dissatisfied
customers, ex-employees, media outlets, and competitors. Negative feedback can take

place in the form of complaint sites like:

 Bad reviews online (Google, Yelp, Amazon, etc.)

* Social media complaints, tweets, direct messages, posts, etc.
* Critical blog posts.

* Negative press.

» Negative word of mouth.

Once you know the type of feedback—whether it's an actual issue, a

miscommunication, or something more malicious—you can begin to address it.
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5.1.5. Best Practices for Handling Negative Feedback

1. Monitor Continuously

The brands should make every attempt to keep track of what people are saying about
them with help of sentiments analysis tools and Google Alerts. An early recognition

makes damage control faster.
2. Provoke Proper and Timely Response

It is all about time. Highlight the feedback immediately, appreciate the user and
reassure the issue with courtesy. Refrain against auto or defensive responses. As an
example, Starbucks returns messages sent on twitter by its customers in minutes,

promising to fix any problem privately.
3. Take the Conversations Offline Whereas Appropriate

In case of a situation on the rise on the platforms that can be viewed by anyone, invite
the user to discuss the issue further through email or direct message to solve a problem

without public attention and concern.
4. Apologize and find Solutions

In case the brand is wrong, the trust is gained by the stated mistake. Give explanation
and suggest a solution (refund, replacement, apology) and what actions are done to

prevent such occurrences.
5. Learn Something with the Help of Negative Feedback

Weakness can be identified through constructive criticism. As an example, Zappos
learned how to enhance shipping speed and product information with the help of the

complaints of customers and was able to convert opponents into their loyal advocates.
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6. Promote Favourable Reviews

Customers who are happy are advised (not forced) to give reviews. Negativity is
compensated by a greater amount of positive feedback. As ReviewTrackers shows,
53% of customers assume that in case of review, the companies will respond within a

week, and feedback reactions on positive reviews matter as well.
5.1.6. Crisis Management and Reputation Recovery

Consultants take credit for a lot of different variations of initiatives, but some
feedback transitions to a full-blown crisis—data breach, product recalls, public relations
scandal, or viral misinformation. In these situations, brands need a reputation crisis

response plan, the steps are:
* Pre-crisis Response: response templates, spokespersons, simulated crises.

* Immediate Response: public announcement with transparency & honesty about the

current problem.

» Continuous Response: Keep the public aware of what is happening as the crisis

evolves.

* Post-crisis Reflection Response: failure examination on what might have gone wrong

and reconfigure the internal systems.

One classic example is Johnson & Johnson and their handling of the Tylenol
tampering case in 1982. They followed all of the steps of a crisis. Johnson & Johnson
timely recalled their product, were transparent, and when they re-launched they had
tamper-proof packaging that was a new standard. Although they did lose a lot of money
immediately after the event, which we would call a direct financial impact, their

reputation built long term brand equity through transparency.
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5.1.7. Role of Employees in Managing Brand Image

Internal brand ambassadors are employees. Their experience and stories
influence employer branding on sites such as Glassdoor and Indeed. Bad feedback
from disgruntled employees can hurt a company’s hiring, and consumer trust.
Companies need to create and maintain a good working environment and enable

effective grievance redressal processes.
5.1.8. Legal and Ethical Considerations

When employees understand brand values, media protocols and how to manage
conflict, their empowerment potential can be incredibly valuable for brand management.
There is a lot to consider when addressing feedback from employees in an
organizational capacity, including all applicable laws, especially where defamation, data
privacy, or misinformation are concerned, organizations should ensure they are
compliant. Brands have to realize that removing authentic negative feedback or
misusing copyright strikes represents no real solution. Good faith engagements and
preservation of authentic voice whenever possible, promote fairness and avoid

manipulation, it also helps maintain a worthy reputation.
5.1.9. Data-Driven Reputation Management

Brand reputation has made big data and analytics pivot to brand reputation. Sentiment

analysis based on Al facilitates:

* Recognizing new problems

» Customer Churn prediction

» Knowledge of the mood of the audience according to demographics

» Competitiveness benchmarking
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These and other facts convinced a 2024 Deloitte survey revealing that 63 percent
of leading companies apply data analytics to direct their work on reputation
management. Brand health is measured and refined using metrics such as Net
Promoter Score (NPS), Customer Satisfaction Score (CSAT) and Social Media

Sentiment Score.
5.1.10. Success and failure in brand reputation Case Studies:

Apple Inc.: An innovative company that attends to the satisfaction of its
customers, Apple keeps its brand image at a high level through high-quality design,

customer services that are solid, and little negative publicity.

. Nestl (Maggi Crisis in India): The Maggi noodles lead content controversy
received such a huge outcry that it saw its way to ban the product in 2015 nationwide.
Nestle adopted corrective measures, liaised with health professionals, conducted a

reassurance campaign and slowly regained consumer confidence.

. Nike: Received criticism against the Colin Kaepernick ad campaign but did not
give in. This action was in line with its values and led to a 31 percent increase in the
level of sales in a matter of days thus demonstrating that making bold value-motivated
decisions can reinforce brand equity.

5.1.11. Creating a Reputation Gain Resilience

Years of reputation management are not responsive but achieved through excellence,

values and communications. This includes:

* Investment in CSR: sustainability

» Advocating diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI)
Promoting various feedback mechanisms

* Collaborations with influential stakeholders and players
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» Implementing good proactive relations

When building genuine relationships with customers and communities, brands become

resilient, which gives the company protection against turbulent situations.
5.1.12. Reputation is a Marathon, Not a Sprint

Dealing with brand reputation and recovering from negative feedback
necessitates foresight, nimbleness, and empathy. Every aspect in a world that is hyper-
connected contributes to and shapes reputation; i.e., the products people buy, their
reviews, tweets, employee behaviors, and social values. Brands should realize that we
are in a post-defensive way of engaging audiences and building stories. Ethical
engagement with audiences and monitoring data on their stakeholders is a fact of life.
Ultimately, brands or organizations that cater to transparency, customer trust, and
create value derived actions will likely not only survive but flourish in the face of
criticism. As Warren Buffett said, "It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five

minutes to ruin it. If you think about that, you'll do things differently."

Let’s Sum Up

Managing brand reputation is crucial for continued consumer trust, loyalty, and
(ultimately) success. A strong brand reputation develops through the consistent quality
of service, transparent communication, and responsive engagement. Organizations
must actively manage their online presence, using social listening tools and analytics.
When negative feedback appears, it is important to respond in a timely manner and with
empathy. Brands must acknowledge consumer concerns, offer solutions, and remain
aware of defensive behavior. Transparency in communications can help improve brand
trust. Negative feedback, if handled properly, provides brands with the opportunity to -
even flaunt - service improvements and accountability. Preventative strategies to
maintain quality brand reputation management can include developing clear brand
values; staff training regarding brand standards, vision, and values; and developing a
crisis management plan. In our increasingly digital world, responsible reputation

management builds credibility and nurtures positive brand identity.
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Check Your Progress — Quiz 1

15. Choose the Correct Answer

1. What is essential to maintain customer trust in brand reputation?
a) Profit b) Loyalty c) Transparency  d) Advertising
2. What tool helps monitor brand reputation online?
a) Photoshop b) Social c) Database d) Camera
3. What should brands avoid when responding to negative feedback?
a) Politeness b) Solution c) Silence d) Empathy
4. Negative feedback can be turned into a(n)
a) Attack b) Lawsuit  c¢) Opportunity d) Loss
5. What plan helps brands manage crises effectively?

a) Marketing b) Feedback ) Investment d) Crisis

SECTIONS.2. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN SOCIAL MEDIA
MARKETING

Social media marketing has changed the way brands engage consumers, shifting
from a structure of traditional static advertisements to interactive and dynamic
conversations. As much as this evolution in marketing has worked to better
communicate with consumers it has also surfaced a new set of ethical issues for
marketers to navigate. While there are social media platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, X (formerly known as Twitter), LinkedIn and TikTok, and more, the

number of potential consumers are becoming increasingly mobile, with 5.04 billion users
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worldwide predicted by 2025 using social networks (Statista, 9/8/21, 2021). This allows
for far more complex and engaging marketing activities to happen across many touch
points. Given this, it is fundamental for marketers today to assess the dimensions of
ethical behavior in order to maintain consumer trust, transparency and brand

authenticity over the long term.

5.2.1. Honesty and Truth in Advertising

A primary ethical dilemma related to social media marketing practice is the
provision of truthful and non-deceptive information to consumers. Many misleading
claims being communicated and ridiculous product capabilities and manipulated images
are situations we hear about regularly. One instance—beauty brands have been
criticized for using many filters to enhance models’ faces and features, giving
consumers unrealistic expectations related to products and product use. Good ethical
practice requires that social media content—text images, videos, and endorsements by
social media influencers—portray consumers the truth and purpose of the product or
service being promoted. According to the 2023 Edelman Trust Barometer report, 67% of
consumers report that they lose trust in a brand when they see false or exaggerated

claims.

5.2.2. Influencer Transparency and Sponsored Content Disclosure

The emergence of influencer marketing has muddied the water between organic
and paid content. From an ethical dimension, there is a concern if an influencer does
not disclose that a sponsorship exists, placing their followers in a position where they
may feel the endorsement is organic and unsolicited. In the US, the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) and the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) specify
conditions that require disclosures when a paid promotion is present (for example #ad,
#sponsored). In many cases, brands and influencers seek to sidestep these

requirements in the name of "authenticity". Marketers have an ethical responsibility to
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provide complete transparency when it comes to paid partnerships to protect the rights

of consumers and regulatory compliance.
5.2.3. Privacy and Data Protection

With the proliferation of cookies, pixels and Al-powered algorithms, social media
marketing increasingly relies on user data for targeted advertising. Ethical queries also
arise around informed consent, ownership of data and user surveillance. Users often do
not fully realize how their data is being used or shared with third parties. To address the
growing ethical concerns, regulators have legislated guidelines, such as the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the EU, or India’s Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023 that focus on informed consent, data minimisation and user rights.
Marketers need to provide transparency, security and respect for individual privacy,

over and above regulatory compliance.

5.2.4. Manipulative and Addictive Practices in Design

Ethical marketing must also be aware of when interface designs are intentionally
addictive. There are plenty of features designed to enhance user engagement, including
endless scrolling, push notifications, and other content that trigger dopamine, that are
intended to increase use but come at the cost of decreased mental health. It is unethical
for social media marketing to take advantage of psychological issues like fear of missing
out (FOMO) and social comparison. For instance, in fall of 2024 the Journal of Digital
Wellbeing published a study and reported that teens exposed to idealized lifestyle
content promoted through targeted advertising experienced 28% increased anxiety.
Ethical marketing demands that the central goal of strategies is not about enhancing
user engagement but maximizing user well-being instead.

5.2.5. Cultural Sensitivity and Inclusion

When global brands use social media platforms, they have to have an awareness
about the cultural, religious, and linguistic makeup of their audiences. Culturally
sensitive content, reinforcing stereotypes, and visibly marginalizing specific
communities can put brands under public scrutiny leading to boycotts. Ethical social
media marketing should embrace the diversity and inclusivity of communication through

language, imagery, and cultural relevance. Companies like Nike and Dove are praised
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for their inclusive marketing campaigns while other brands have been called out for
tone-deaf or culturally inappropriate advertisements. The ethical argument is clear,
marketers have to be sensitive to the cultural context of their audiences.
5.2.6. Algorithmic Targeting Equity

The algorithms working in the process of social media create promotion of the
certain content according to the numbers of the users instead of ethical or moral
accountability. When this happens, it could result in discriminatory targeting or omitting
some demographic groups. As an example, employment advertisement or financial
products can be imposed in a way that ensures that buyers of such products are
individuals of a certain gender or ethnicity, thereby advocating social discrimination.
Critically, ethical marketers should be keen in considering the algorithms they employ,
which should not lead to discrimination of the target. In 2022, Meta (then called
Facebook) was sued over the bias in its algorithm in housing advertisements, and
changes were made in ad targeting. Therefore, verifiability and ethics are important
ethical tasks of algorithmic decisions.
5.2.7. Engagement manipulation/Fake followers

The use of money to purchase followers, likes or comments to increase social
proof on social media is unethical but one of the common practices within digital
marketing. This is artificial heightening that misinforms consumer on brand popularities
or effectiveness of products. In addition, it belittles the quality of authentic engagement
measures applied by platforms and advertisers. Organic growth and genuine community
building are the important features of ethical marketing. In 2023 Instagram deleted more
than 490 million bot accounts under its anti-engagement fraud policy. This highlights the
increased value in the authenticity and transparency as far as digital reputation
management is concerned.
5.2.8. Moral Dealing with the Crisis on the Social Media

The nature of social media where everything happens in the moment makes it
incredibly effective when used as a promotional tool but a reputational risk at the same
time. Insensitive or unethical content may become viral thus inflicting great damage on
the image of a brand. Crises events, such as information leaks, insensitive remarks, and

the likes, had to be dealt with in a truthful, responsible, and swift manner. Ethical crisis
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communication implies acceptance of responsibility, the issuance of sincere apologies
as well as the adoption of corrective measures. A good example is that of Johnson &
Johnson which went out there to speak openly and honestly on their social media
platforms when products had to be recalled and as such nor was the company punished

by the people.

5.2.9. Children and Vulnerable Groups

Targeting children and vulnerable groups (e.g., elderly people, the mentally ill)
has unique ethical challenges. Social media platforms rarely strongly enforce minimum
age restrictions, and children are often targeted in ads around junk food, games, toys,
etc., which can impact their behavior. Therefore ethical frameworks ought to restrict
marketing promoting unreasonably manipulate or exploit cognitive immaturity. In India,
as part of the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 and Advertising
Standards, children as users deserve additional protection. Marketers should use
content standards appropriate for specific age ranges and actively promote parental

control options where available.

5.2.10. Sustainability and Social Responsibility Messaging

Increasingly, brands use social media to promote how conscious they are of their
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) goals. With ESG it is very possible for
brands to commit acts of "greenwashing" which is when brands lie or embellish
statements they make about their environmental impact. Therefore as ethical marketers,
it is imperative that sustainability-oriented messages are backed by verifiable
information and certifications. For instance, if a brand is promoting carbon neutrality, the
brands account should transparently outline how they achieve those aims. Consumers
are naturally more skeptical about brands and most recently a report by Nielsen in 2024
highlighted that 64% of consumers worldwide will check for third-party verification for

any eco-claims.

5.2.11. Upholding Ethics as a Strategic Imperative
Ethics in social media marketing aren't just a set of guidelines; they're a
fundamental strategy to build consumer trust, compliance with regulations, and loyalty

into the brand. Ethical dilemmas in social media marketing will only increase with
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technological advances; marketers must remain alert and act preemptively. Acting
ethically isn't only about not doing harm; it means looking to be a part of a networked

world that is respectful, inclusive, and accountable.

Educators, marketers, and interface designers should work in conjunction to create an
ethical digital ecosystem. Ethics should be threaded throughout the marketing process
before, during, and after—e.g. when producing ethical content, collecting data,
engaging with users online, and in a crisis. When brands engage in ethical practices,
not only are they protecting their representation but they are part of creating a more

trustworthy and human digital future.

Let’s Sum Up

Social media marketing addresses ethical considerations with respect to honesty,
transparency, privacy, and responsibility. Marketers should ensure that their content is
honest, not misleading, especially with sponsored posts or when influencers are being
paid for their promotional efforts. Marketers are responsible for user privacy, which
states marketers must comply with data protection laws (GDPR), and they should ask
for permission to collect data. Ethical marketers do not engage in manipulative tactics
(e.g., clickbait, fake reviews) and ensure they disclose partnerships and paid
promotions. Additionally, marketers must protect vulnerable audience members, such
as children and adolescents, from harmful and exploitative marketing content. Marks a
cannot create discriminatory content and should promote inclusivity. Ethical marketing
will build consumer trust, improve brand reputation, and be better for success, as well
as take into consideration the impacts of their promotional practices in the context of
social responsibility and digital integrity.

Check Your Progress — Quiz 2
Choose the Correct Answer
1. Which principle emphasizes not deceiving consumers in social media content?

a) Strategy b) Transparency c) Virality d) Timing
237



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -V
2. What is essential to respect when collecting user data?
a) Privacy b) Creativity c) Traffic d) Followers
3. Ethical marketing avoids what kind of advertising?

a) Sponsored b) Informative c) Organic  d) Deceptive

4. What must be disclosed in influencer promotions?
a) Caption b) Engagement c) Sponsorship d) Aesthetics
5. Which audience requires special ethical protection?

a) Children b) Executives c) Marketers d) Bloggers

SECTION 5.3.EMERGING TRENDS IN SOCIAL MEDIA
(Al-Driven Marketing, AR/VR, Live Shopping, etc.)

Social media has transformed itself into a medium of communication, commerce
and content-creation; an ecosystem that spans the world over; a platform that is
governed by the digital language of social networking. With the improvement of the
technological environment, new streams are emerging to revolutionize the way
businesses, creators, and consumers relate to each other. The way people interact
using social media is quickly changing with the help of Al-powered advertising and
augmented/virtual reality (AR/VR), as well as live shopping. Marketers, educators,
entrepreneurs and users should know these trends in order to remain on the cutting

edge of the flow.
5.3.1. Marketing driven by Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is one of the means of a new social media strategy.
Social media sites, such as Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin and Tik Tok, rely on Al to

enhance user experience, make ad targeting and content dissemination more efficient.
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The Al has one of the most significant impacts on predictive analytics where algorithms
are used to analyse user behaviour, preferences, as well as interactions to provide
relevant content or advertisements. This increases the user attention and assists brands
in making increased conversion rates. To illustrate this, Meta has an Al based ad
manager that uses machine learning to place the ad and reach the right audience

increasing ROI by an average of 29 percent, internal Meta reports state.

More customer service tools such as those found on platforms like WhatsApp and
Facebook Messenger are also driven by Al. Such virtual assistants are capable of
answering questions, making recommendations and even handling transactions in real
time. The use of ChatGPT, Jasper, and Copy.ai is extensive in the sphere of creating
content and generating marketing promotion texts, saving time and lowering labor

expenses.

In addition, NLP sentiment analysis enables companies to know how people view
and emotionally respond to their campaigns. Al does not only serve as a tool of
efficiency but as an important companion in customer relationship management, brand

positioning, and content innovation.
5.3.2. Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR)

AR and VR technologies are bringing the concepts of immersive experience that
are breaking down the boundaries between the digital and the real worlds. These
technologies have infiltrated the social media to help them communicate to the users in

a more participative and personal manner.

AR filters, or as they are called in Snapchat (Lenses), gave the users the possibility to
edit their selfies or make entirely new content, thanks to the development of face-
tracking technology. Instagram and TikTok did the same and introduced an array of
interactive filters which have become the core of interaction between the user and the
product. Custom filters have turned into effective advertising tools all on their own-
companies such as Nike, Gucci and Coca-Cola have introduced branded AR filters that
get users to play with their app and they make the company name stick in their heads.
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Events, meetings and telling stories are becoming progressively popular forms of use of
Virtual Reality. Horizon Worlds is a VR social platform developed by Meta, which
provides a new medium of marketing and launching new products by creating and
experimenting in the virtual space. Such tendency has a specific influence on such

spheres as tourism, education, real estate and fashion.

In e-commerce, the user can virtually wear, test clothes and eyewear clothing, and also
test furniture at home using AR before making a purchase. In January, the report,
conducted by Deloitte, found that 63 percent of consumers would do business with a
brand that uses AR.

5.3.3. Social Commerce and Live Shopping

Livestream commerce or live shopping is changing the way individuals can learn
and buy products online. Popularized in China in the social platforms such as Taobao
Live and Douyin (TikTok), this trend is being on the rise in the global arena where
platforms such as Instagram Live Shopping, YouTube Live and Facebook Live added in

the real time purchasing functions.

During live shopping, influencers or representatives of a brand present goods,
communicate with viewers via session of questions and answers, and offer special
offers that can be used only during a stream. This makes it urgent and community-
driven, which further results in an increase in engagement and conversion. McKinsey &
Company project that there will be 10-20% of all e-commerce via live commerce by
2026.

Live shopping is also becoming a market in India. Vernacular-based commerce driven
by locally popular influencers is being enabled by platforms such Bolo Live and
Simsim(acquired by YouTube) to local audiences. Even one-click checkouts on top of

the integration of UPI help to speed up the implementation of this model.
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5.3.4. UGC and Creator Economy

Creator economy A creator economy is a community of content creators,
influencers, and micro-entrepreneurs that profit from their presence in social media.
Opening paid incentive schemes, including Creator Fund by YouTube, Reels Bonus on
TikTok, and Super Thanks on Instagram, platforms have begun promoting content high

in quality and originality.

UGC- is effective marketing tool. Peer content is more trusted by the consumers than
branded content: 92 percent consumers believe UGC over standard advertising,
according to Nielsen. The brands currently ask the customers to post reviews, unboxing

videos, and creative posts, which are later used in campaigns.

Affiliate marketing tools, collaboration marketplaces, and analytics platforms that assist
in the management of brand partnerships by the creators also contribute to such a
tendency. Digital marketing is being redefined by the democratization of influence, in
which niche campaigns can be promoted even by users with a couple of thousand of

followers.
5.3.5. The Rule of the Short Video and Ephemeral Content

The current trend towards short-form, ephemeral content, i.e. that which expires
after some short duration, has transformed the manner in which the audience is
consuming information. This feed, whose template was launched by Snapchat and
optimized by Instagram Stories, is that urges the user to act immediately and interact at

the moment.

Short videos (also known as short-form videos), between 15 seconds and 90 seconds,
have been the most consumed content on social media with the explosion of platforms,
such as TikTok and Instagram Reels. These are mobile-friendly, engaging, and speedy
formats. The percentages are higher, particularly when consumers acquire information
about a product or service through the use of a short video (73 percent as HubSpot
(2024) reveals).
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Virality is also made possible with short-form content. Fads, memes, and fads go viral
and can also cause mass cultural occurrences. The brands capitalize on these
dynamics not to be considered equivalent or irrelevant, resorting to audio branding,
visual stimuli that prioritize feed algorithms.

5.3.6. Social media that uses voice & audio media.

The voice-based interaction is increasingly becoming an important element in the digital
discourse. Audio-only social networks such as Clubhouse, Twitter Spaces and Spotify
Live have created real-time social networking, where communities can form and have

detailed conversation.

Whereas Clubhouse experienced a spread during the pandemic, Twitter Spaces has
already fitted into the current Twitter groups. Thought leadership, Q&A series and

podcast-like storytelling help brands to create trust and loyalty through these platforms.

An increase in voice search through, e.g., YouTube and Instagram also makes content
creators and marketers optimize their material with audio instructions and descriptive
voiceovers. Voice assistants and narration tools, generated with an Al, are finding more

and more uses as a way to make content accessible and inclusive.
5.3.7. Niche Marketing and the Influencer Micro-Community

The influencer market is no longer the sphere of mega-celebrities, and it turns into the
sphere of micro- and nano-influencers to attract the audience toward a very specific
community. Low-tier influencers (10,000-100,000 followers) are widely known to

produce better engagement levels because of their perceived authority.

This has led to the creation of niche marketing where companies partner influencers
that focus on aspects of vegan cooking, senior fitness, Do-It-Yourself crafts or in
regional language content. Statista (2024) projects that brands are currently spending
up to 40 percent of their influencer marketing budget on micro-influencers because of its

superior ROl and focused interaction.

242



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT-V

It is enhanced by social networks with co-creative content blocks, referral links, and

direct earnings potentials such as badges, subscriptions and exclusive content.
5.3.8. Ethical Marketing, Data Privacy, and Digital Well-being

The rate at which the world of social media is becoming considerably powerful
simultaneously marks the increasing prevalence of data privacy, ethical Al application,
and digital well-being concerns. The types of platforms are more aware of the way they
are collecting and using data, so they have to increase the levels of transparency.

Data-driven marketing practices have been particularly challenged with the
implementation of GDPR in Europe, DPDP Act (2023) in India, and other laws in other
parts of the world. The campaigns through social media, now, have to face the
demands of consent-based tracking, ethical targeting, and inclusive language.

Mental health awareness and managing screen time is also gaining a lot of momentum.
Instagram and TikTok can now provide the user with tools against scrolling and
exposure to certain content and the ways to address mental health. In people belonging
to Gen Z and the Millennial generations, such brands emphasizing an ethical message

and focusing on social responsibility are favored by their users.

5.3.9. The Future of Social Media is Smart, Immersive and Human

Centric

The social media environment is being transformed in a very fundamental way.
New technologies such as Al, AR/VR, live commerce, voice interaction are not only
making users experience better, but are also changing the essence of digital
communication and marketing altogether. The mentioned trends namely the Al-
facilitated targeting, immersive shopping, usage of short-form videos, and creator-led

storytelling suggest future where regularity, genuineness, and interactivity will prevail.

The social media is no longer a universal platform. It is the active, constantly changing

field, where the technological innovation is put into light with human creativity. Being
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aware of these tendencies and morally taking advantage of them will become the main

ingredient to the success of brands, creators and users alike.
Let’s Sum Up

New directions within social media are changing the way brands engage with
their audiences. For example, Al-based marketing is frontrunning, enabling
personalized marketing, predictive analytics, and automated customer service ideas
through chatbots. Also, augmented (AR) and virtual (VR) reality social media is creating
richer user experience, particularly with product trials and virtual events, and
engagement with user generated (UGC) content. Even "live" shopping is growing in
popularity because it bridges our connection to entertainment and allows us to purchase
live online through platforms, such as Instagram and even YouTube. Influencer
marketing continues to roll forward, as micro and nano influencers are becoming more
relevant than their predecessors because of the increased engagement. Additionally,
short-form video content continues to dominate online storytelling, considering that
popular new platforms TikTok and Instagram Reels made it easy to consume fun on-
demand content that is entertaining. Various levels of privacy are pushing people to
return to solutions that are decentralized and limited, or exploring first-party data
collection methods. Regardless, these trends and innovations are shaping a new era of
a more interactive, data-supported, and personalized consumer engagement-based

social media experience.

Check Your Progress — Quiz 3
Choose the Correct Answer
1. Which technology is central to personalized content in social media?
a) Blockchain b) Cloud c) Al d) SEO
2. What immersive technology helps in virtual product try-ons?
a) SEO b) AR c) SMS d) PDF

3. What trend combines entertainment and real-time shopping?
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a) Messaging b) Podcast c) Livestream d) Meme
4. Which content format is dominating social media platforms?
a) Audio b) Video c) Blog d) Email
5. What type of influencers are gaining popularity due to niche engagement?
a) Macro b) Celebrity ¢) Nano d) Branded

SECTION 5.4. FUTURE OF SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING AND BRAND
ENGAGEMENT

Social media is the foundation of today’s marketing. As of 2025, there are more
than 5.04 billion social media users worldwide. Key platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, TikTok, Linkedln, and X (formerly Twitter) have grown from simple
communication solutions into brand engagement ecosystems, which has become
essential in marketing. Marketers are shifting their emphasis away from advertising to
move toward content, algorithms, and audiences. As the digital realm shifts, social
media marketing is changing as well, and shifting to be more immersive, individualized,

and socially aware.

. SOCIAL MEDIA

245



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -V
5.4.1. Shifting from Promotion to Conversation

Dynamic interactions replacing the traditional model of marketing based on one-
way promotion are becoming two-way. The brands are no longer addressing consumers
but talking to them. Social media is used to engage real time, provide immediate
feedback as well as allowing an ongoing interaction between brand and customer. This
move will form an ecosystem around the marketing of relationships where authenticity
of the brand, responsiveness, and empathy act as the main factors of loyalty. As a
sample, consider such brands as Zomato and Swiggy, who have been successful in
continuing humor-driven, conversational exchanges with the customers, establishing

deeper emotional ties.
5.4.2. Al and Automation: Scale of Personalization

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming the way brands perceive their audience
and further connect with them. The use of Al-powered tools helps process massive data
on behavior and use it to produce customized marketing and advertising practices,
product suggestions, and forecasting. Natural Language Processing (NLP) enabled
Chatbots are always available to provide customer service related queries to users who
now have a smooth experience. It is stated in the research conducted by Deloitte in
2024 that 72 percent of marketers had started to utilize Al content creation or campaign

growth by that time, and this percentage is going to increase by far in the future.
5.4.3. Advance of Influencer and Creator Marketing

The creator economy is also growing at a speedy level with influencers holding a
key position in the development of consumer behavior. The audience has more
confidence in the voices of their peers than on traditional brand advertising, and thus
micro and nano influencers (1,000 to 100,000 followers) have increased with high
engagement and niche targeting (1,000 to 100,000 followers). According to information
provided by Influencer Marketing Hub (2025), 89 percent of marketers among them

view ROI of influencer marketing channel as similar or superior to other sources of ROI.
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In the future, there will be increased long-term collaboration with brand-creators and

influencers will play their role in product development and co-branding.
5.4.4.Short-Form and Video-First Content Strategy

There is a high level of engagement in video content, especially that of short-
form. Social media applications such as TikTok, Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts
value vertical video, which IS 1.5 times more engaging than a picture on the platform
(2025, Hootsuite). As attention spans become shorter, telling a story in 15 to 60
seconds is turning into an important marketing asset. Furthermore, the process of direct
interaction, e.g., Qs and As and product launch through live video, creates transparency

and humanizes the brand in the minds of a consumer.
5.4.5. AR and VR - The Immersive Edge

AR and VR technologies are turning the brand engagement into immersive and
interactive. Snapchat filters, Instagram AR and Meta Horizon Worlds give the customer
a chance to view the products virtually and then decide whether to get it. The use of AR
by retailers such as IKEA and Lenskart has been promoting virtual furniture placement,
as well as trying on eyewear. AR shopping is projected to have more than 100 million
users by 2026. Not only does this increase engagement, but it also lowers the rate of

returns, as it will increase the surety of a purchase.
5.4.6.The Magic of Data and Predictive Analytics

Digital footprints are becoming increasingly big and so marketers are taking
advantage of Big Data and predictive analytics to promote personalized experiences.
Each like, comment, share, and click nurses the algorithms that streamline timing,
delivery, and format of the content. Programs such as Meta Business Suite, Google
Analytics 4, and Sprout Social provide up-to-date information on the behaviour of the
users. Marketers, through predictive analytics, can now forecast tendencies and create
appealing content ahead of the time the consumer should be interested in, putting

brands on a competitive advantage.
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5.4.7. Social Commerce: The Future of Shopping

The social media is something that is turning into a proper e-commerce platform.
Consumer behavior is changing with the help of social commerce, where it is possible to
learn about products and buy them directly through platforms with Instagram Shops,
Facebook Marketplace, and TikTok Shop. The social commerce in India, as an
example, will achieve a CAGR of 37 percent and hit a scale of $143 billion in 2028. The
combination of payments gateways, product catalogs and live selling events make
shopping an easy process and one does not have to leave the app, providing a
frictionless route to purchase.

5.4.8. Audio -based engagement and Voice Search

Smart assistants and voice search are changing the tone of positioning brands
on the internet in a not so noticeable way. Voice search requires an optimization by
content (such as Siri, Google Assistant, Alexa) and this would entail the adoption of
natural language and question-format-based strategies including local SEO by
marketers. In the meantime, conversational-driven apps such as Clubhouse and X
Spaces provide audio-based platforms to hold conversations in real-time over certain
topics that create authority and trust. Podcasts have become an extended form of
narrative education with brands contributing their values, insights and industry thought

leaders.
5.4.9. Brand Tribes and Community Building

Customers are now keen to identify themselves with brands that share their
values and interests. Creation of online communities, i.e. Facebook Groups, Reddit
threads, Discord servers and branded hashtags, help to further peer-to-peer contact as
well as brand advocacy. As an example, a sense of belonging and loyalty is established
through the running community merchandise in Nike, or through its product forums in
Apple. This makes such communities turn the role of the brand into a facilitator, rather
than a seller, which results in the idea of Brand Tribes being co-creators of both content

and stories.
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5.4.10. Sustainability, Ethics, and Purpose-Driven Marketing

The current consumer has an increased social conscience. Marketing has
expanded beyond just products, and now includes social causes and ideologies. The
stronger emotional bond brands create with audiences when they make a commitment
to sustainability, inclusivity, and social justice is evidenced by the Nielsen research that
reported 73% of Gen Z consumers indicate they are more likely to purchase from
brands that reflect their values. Typical brand purpose campaigns—Ilike Dove's Real
Beauty Campaign or Patagonia's environmental work—deepen emotional ties and

create lifelong brand consumers.
5.4.11.Decentralized Platforms and Web3 - A New Era

Web3 concepts such as blockchain and decentralized social platforms are
gaining momentum; these empower the user to control their data, and monetize their
content. By relying less on the technology platforms, brands find new ways to connect
with audiences through NFTs (Non-Fungible Tokens), tokenized-based loyalty
programs, and DAO (Decentralized Autonomous Organization) governance models.
And for example, brands like Gucci have developed digital collectibles and virtual
fashion to offer in the metaverse.

5.4.12. User-Generated Content (UGC) as a Trust Driver

Ser-generated content (UGC) in the form of reviews, testimonials and fan-based
content helps to add credibility and reach for brands. Research has shown that 90% of
consumers trust UGC more than traditional advertised content, because it represents
real experiences. Brands now run hashtag challenges, contests and UGC campaigns
which not only create engagement, but also lower content marketing costs. In fact, the
great participatory campaigns developed by brands like GoPro's #GoProAwards and
Coca-Cola's #ShareACoke have led to widespread organic engagement and visibility
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5.4.13. Algorithm and fragmentation

Brands need to adjust constantly using social media marketing, especially while
trying to navigate constant changes to algorithms. Organic reach typically decreases on
platforms like Facebook and Instagram, forcing more marketers to go the route of paid
social. At the same time, with rampant fragmentation from one platform to the next,
marketers are forced to rethink how to write for each platform's tone, format and
audience. In an environment of limited reach, having cross-platform strategies,
omnichannel content calendars, and marketing that focuses on agility is crucial for
finding consistent brand voice and visibility.

5.4.14. Potential Challenges and Risks

While the future of social media marketing is immense and filled with potential,
respective challenges should also be acknowledged. With concerns raised around data
privacy, misinformation, algorithmic bias, and mental health implications, marketers
must still adhere to ethical marketing and advertising practices. Being able to follow
existing data protection laws including the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
and India's Digital Personal Data Protection Act (2023) means being careful in
marketing practices. In addition, with everyone yelling about oversaturation of content
and audience fatigue, marketers will need to pay attention to quality, relevance, and

innovation.

5.4.15. The Human Touch in a Tech-Driven World

With automated tools and Al changing the landscape of social media marketing,
the human element will always transcend technology. Storytelling, empathy, cultural
understanding, and emotional intelligence represent true effectiveness in social media
marketing because the honeymoon of targeting and personalization would be lost if it
felt robotic and lacked a sense of shared humanity. Brands that have good balance
between humanity and automation will emerge as leaders of the next generation of

brands and engagement.
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5.4.16. Adapting to a Living Ecosystem

The future of social media marketing will be not linear, but dynamic,
decentralized and interactive. Marketers will need to embrace a renewed approach to
critical and continuous learning, data literacy, human and machine creativity, and ethical
accountability. Whether brands leverage weAR, voice, social activism or other means to
drive engagement, those that innovate with humanity will be successful in this new
world. We will go from audiences following brands to audiences engaging brands.
However, for brands to stay relevant, they will have to move beyond visibility, products
and services in order to establish a meaningful connection to culture both online and in
real life. The brands that recognize this shift will ultimately have the ability to impact the
market—and culture.

Let’s sum Up

As we look to the future of social media marketing, we must account for the
growing personalization, Al-powered analytics, immersive technologies, and ethics and
consumerism. These platforms continually develop more interactive and shoppable
options, while using phenomena such as short-form video content, influencer
partnerships, and user-generated content (UGC) in relation to brand engagement. Al
and machine learning allow for hyper-targeted advertising, predictive behavior, and
engagement optimization in real-time. While developing personalization, brands must
also consider the rise of privacy-based concerns and consumer expectations of
transparency and ethical data use. New technologies allow brands to use experiential
marketing safely and excitingly in spaces like Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual Reality
(VR), and the metaverse. Increasing numbers of brands are seen embracing inclusivity,
social responsibility, and authenticity when developing trust and loyalty with consumers.
Of the many growing trends in the future of social media marketing, niche platforms and
consumer community-based marketing are increasingly prevalent. This trend marks a
move away from mass messaging to purposeful micro-engagement. As algorithms
become smarter and competition fiercer, only brands with the ability and willingness to
innovate continually and uniguely connect emotionally with users will remain on their

feed.
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Check Your Progress
Choose the Correct Answer

1. What is the core driver of future brand engagement?

a) Print b) Traditional c) Personalization d) Billboards
2. Which format is becoming central to social media marketing?

a) Text b) Video ¢) Radio d) Email

3. What tech enables predictive marketing strategies?

a) Al b) Manual c) Random d) Static

4. What kind of content boosts brand trust most?

a) Robotic  b) Generic c¢) Scripted d) Authentic

5. What trend focuses on small, loyal audiences?

a) Community b) Mass c) Generic  d) Global
5.5.Unit Summary

This unit looks at how brands and consumers can work toward a unified crisis
management plan as well as function ethically in a rapidly changing digital/social media
landscape. Crisis management through social media includes strategies for addressing
everything from customer complaints to brand reputation repair, but to respond to public
criticism with empathy that provides transparency for viewing audiences. In order to
maintain consumer trust, brands need to be aware of ethical issues inherent to social
media practices regarding data privacy, misinformation, paid (sponsored)
advertisements, and the active and responsible use of influencers in marketing. This

unit also looks at more timely trends such as Al, augmented and virtual reality (AR/VR),
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live shopping, and hyper-personalization-all of which are redefining how brands engage

and interact with consumers. Finally, the unit discusses what the future of social media

marketing might hold, with a focus on branded engagement being more immersive, data

driven, and user focused- with an emphasis on being authentic, with sustainability, and

ethically sourced. Moving forward, as any technology evolves, social media is not going

away-brands need

to remain relevant, agile and ethical regarding audience behavior

related, and more importantly be responsive to future global challenges.

5.6. Glossary

Keyword Meaning
Crisis Handling unexpected negative events or feedback to protect a
Management brand’s image.
Influencer Promotion of products through individuals with significant social
Marketing media followings.

Live Shopping

Real-time online selling where brands or influencers showcase

and sell products via live video.

Virtual Reality (VR)

Immersive digital environments that simulate real-life interactions.

Augmented Reality

Technology that overlays digital content onto the real world

(AR) through devices.
Al-driven Use of artificial intelligence to automate, personalize, and optimize
Marketing marketing efforts.

Ethical Marketing

Marketing practices that are honest, fair, and respectful to

consumer rights.

5.7.Self-Assessment Questions

Short questions (5Marks)

1. What is brand reputation management in social media?

2. Why is ethical marketing important in social media?
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3. What role does Al play in modern social media marketing?
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4. Define live shopping and its marketing benefits.

5. What is meant by augmented reality (AR) in social media?

Long questions (8 marks)

=

2. Discuss the ethical challenges faced by marketers in digital platforms.

w

»

Explain the key steps in managing a brand crisis on social media.

Describe the impact of Al and automation on future social media marketing.

How can brands maintain consumer trust while using influencer marketing?

5.8. Answers for Check Your Progress

UNIT-V

Modules

SI.No

Keywords

Module-1

c) Transparency

b) Social

c) Silence

c) Opportunity

d) Crisis

Module-2

b) Transparency

a) Privacy

d) Deceptive

c) Sponsorship

a) Children

Module-3

c) Al

b) AR

C) Livestream

Bl W N | O B WO N | O A WO N[

b) Video
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c) Nano

Module-4 c) Personalization
b) Video
a) Al

d) Authentic

gl Bl W N| | OO

a) Community

5.9. Case Study

Case Study 1: Starbucks — Crisis Management and Brand Reputation

Starbucks faced social media backlash after an incident involving racial bias at

one of its US outlets, which quickly spread across platforms like Twitter and Facebook.
Strategy Adopted

e Issued a public apology on social media
e Took immediate corrective action by closing stores for employee training

« Maintained transparent communication with customers
Outcome

« Reduced negative sentiment over time
e Restored brand trust and reputation

« Demonstrated effective crisis management
Questions

1. How did Starbucks use social media to manage the crisis effectively?
2. ldentify key elements of crisis communication used by the brand.

3. What lessons can brands learn from Starbucks’ response?
Case Study 2: Facebook (Meta) — Ethical Issues and Data Privacy

Meta (Facebook) faced criticism regarding user data privacy and misuse of

255



CDOE - ODL DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL MARKETING — SEMESTER | UNIT -V
personal information, raising ethical concerns globally.
Ethical Concerns

e Lack of transparency in data usage
o User consent and privacy violations

e Trust deficit among users
Response

e Policy changes and privacy controls
e Public communication regarding data protection

e Regulatory compliance efforts
Outcome

e Increased awareness of ethical responsibilities
« Stricter data protection policies

e Ongoing trust-building efforts
Questions

1. What ethical issues were highlighted in Facebook’s case?
2. Why is ethics important in social media marketing?

3. How can brands ensure ethical use of consumer data?

5.10.0pen source for e- content link

Topic Link

Setting the future of digital https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/163654/1/1-s2.0-
and social media marketing | S0268401220308082-main.pdf

The future of social media in | https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336484814 The future of so
cial media in _marketing/fulltext/5da2745392851c6b4bd0fb41/The-
future-of-social-media-in-marketing.pdf

marketing

Influence of social media https://lwww.jetir.org/papers/JETIR2505037.pdf
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marketing on customer

engagement.

Social Media Marketingasa | https://ris.utwente.nl/ws/portalfiles/portal/266052371/Dubbelink

Branding Strategy 2021 Social media marketing as a brandin.pdf
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